
CATE Board Reports 2025-2026: May 2026 
 

Board Member Report 

Greg Johnson, Past President  
E-mail:  

 

Robb Polski, President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org 

Since March, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with 
Denise Mikkonen and Susan to discuss CATE finances and health of bank and 
investment accounts and upcoming meetings and events. I worked on the 
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and 
participated or May advisory meeting virtually. I participated in CWP’s annual 
oversight meeting virtually.  Locally, I worked with Dr Hamilton-Bunch on 
planning meetings/gatherings for KCTE . 

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026) 
dillonsusan9@gmail.com 

My work since the last board meeting was to coordinate the advisory call and 
the May meeting. The May meeting had a wide array of difficulties, some 
caused by me, most, not so much, and I think that occurred with every meeting 
during my most recent term, so I am grateful to all of you for being so flexible.  
It was an honor to serve as the CATE VP twice over the years, and I know Greg 
will be excellent in the role as he brings his financial acumen as well as his 
wonderful hospitality skills. I do hope you enjoy your time in San Diego and the 
always good company we find in the room 
As a Curriculum Studies Commission board member I secured the names of all 
attendees for the last Asilomar. Central Council plans on a direct email to them 
to build board membership, but we will mention all councils, of course.  I also 
informed the CSC that I had the mini-projectors that CATE so generously 
donated to them, for which we are very grateful. Finally, the CSC had 20 plus 
Asilomar mailers returned, so I will be sharing those with CATE Membership, to 
assist in updating the mailing list.   
I continue my work with the WASC Commission as a report reader and with 
WCEA as a VC chair. I am also continuing my work as an Alzheimer’s 
Association Community Educator (table talks, formal talks) and in advocacy this 
June as part of the purple wave that will descend on the Hill. I will be part of the 
largest advocacy group in the US  who will be talking to our legislators about 
various bills which we need sponsored and passed to #endalz.  

Carole LeCren, Secretary (2027) 
carolelecren@yahoo.com 

As secretary, I am in the process of updating minutes, agendas, and board 
reports on CATEweb.org with the help of our webmaster, Cindy Conlin. I also 
created name placards for people who will be attending the May board meeting. 
As publications committee chair, I have been working on the transition of 
editors for California English. And as the new layout editor (taking over from 
Michael Jago) I just finished the layout for the May issue of CE, facilitating the 
communication with the printer, Sundance Press. 
As program/sessions chair for CATE 2026, I compiled a report of the results 
from our Overall Convention Evaluation and shared it with the convention 
co-coordinators and the convention chair. I am still working on the Sessions 
Evaluation results, and will eventually share comments and results with 
individual presenters, as well as creating an overall report. 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer 
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

Since the last board meeting I have continued to keep the books current for 
CATE:  
 

●​ Processing deposits from convention 
●​ Worked with Convention Coordinator to reconcile convention costs 

working out any glitches we found 
○​ Hilton - We got a $581 refund 
○​ Curtin 
○​ Security 
○​ Precon 
○​ AV 
○​ CWP 

●​ Continue to updated books using Quicken 
●​ Working with Cindy on reconciling payments from districts. 
●​ Keeping accounts payable and receivables up to date 
●​ Prepared a draft 26-27 CATE Budget 

http://cateweb.org


●​ Participated in Advisory Call, and communication as needed with 
board members 

 
Professionally I am wrapping up the spring semester at CSUSM as a University 
Supervisor - My candidates are in their final leg of their credential journey. We 
are just completing their last observation. We are in the midst of completing lots 
of TPE paperwork- navigating CSUSM program reorganization. I conducted 
Interviews with candidates for next year's credential program- so great to get to 
know the next generation of teachers.  I really enjoyed reading their essays. 
Loving the journey. And best of all one of my former 1st graders was a 
candidate and was accepted to the program. 

Annie Gervais, Convention Co-Coordinator 
agervais451@gmail.com 
 
Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

In my role as Convention Coordinator: Since CATE 2026 concluded, we have 
settled final expenses with the hotel and AV company, talked with the Registrar 
about outstanding registration fees, created certificates of attendance for 
inquiring attendees, participated in the quarterly advisory call, joined 
EventPower in evaluating the year, secured contracts pending Board approval, 
reviewed evaluations from attendees, and engaged in multiple layers of 
conversations with Groups 360 and Prestige in preparing bids for CATE 2029. 

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET 
Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

 
FACET will meet one more time this school year on 
May 20 to discuss Brendan Kiely’s new book Sole 
Survivor. We have had a great year meeting to discuss 
texts by most of the speakers who presented at CATE 
2026.  
 
FACET is supporting the Young Writer’s Conference at 
Fresno State again by contributing two $50 awards to 
high school student winners. 
 
Janina presented a session at CATE 2026. She is 
attending her graduation from Indiana University next 
week. This summer, she will teach the Foundations of 
Education course at FPU. Janina is very excited that she 
was listed as an editor on a forthcoming book called 
Texts and Spaces for Ecojustice Education (Palgrave 
Macmillan) that will come out later this year. She also 
wrote one of the book chapters. 
 
 
 
 

Lisa Perry, Central Rep 
perryl@esuhsd.org 

Since the last meeting, I have briefly connected with some more Central 
Council members who have interest in being more involved with CATE. We are 
hoping to hold a meeting soon to get more people on the Central Council 
board.  

Dr. Yolanda Jimenez, Capitol Rep 
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

Yolanda continues to sit on the committees for Education and Outreach as well 
as licensing and examinations for the Board of Barbering and Cosmetology for 
the state of CA. In these roles, she offers educated guidance on how to improve 
educational outcomes for multilingual learners attempting to join the beauty 
industry.  
Amber and I are trying to grow  membership in Capitol. Yolanda plans to speak 
to Dr. Marcy Merrill’s current cohort of students at CSUS. 

mailto:agervais451@gmail.com
mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org


Nicole Brown and Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE 
Reps 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 
ginavattuone@gmail.com 

 

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

Kern Council Report: May 2026 
 
Many of our KCTE members were able to attend the CATE Convention at the 
LAX Hilton in March.  
 
In Spring, our writing contest coordinator received several entries for the CATE 
Writing Contest.  They were judged by a local committee and were submitted 
for judging at the May Board meeting.  
 
On April 30, KCTE’s 2024 CATE Teacher of Excellence, Daniel Hanna, 
provided professional development to colleagues throughout the state as part 
of the CATE Connects Series.  His focus was on creating an environment for 
students to write, present, and publish poetry.  
 
On May 1, the council sent a survey to all current KCTE members to garner 
their input on how best to serve their needs in the coming year. The council will 
analyze the results to craft a plan to best serve our members. 
 

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail.com 

Redwood Report: May 2026 
 
Our Council is working on the CATE writing contest in conjunction with the 
Redwood Writing Project. The flyers are out, readers have been identified, and 
the date is set for our winners’ celebration. Joan Williams secured the 
Humboldt Literacy Foundation’s grant money so our winners can be published 
in a booklet. I continue to keep our social media updated with PD opportunities 
and helpful information for Redwood members. 
 
We are joining forces with the Humboldt Educational Center Librarian, Danielle 
Witten, to increase K-5 literacy in two local schools and Joan Williams is 
actively planning the Author’s Festival for the fall. 
 
I apologize for our lack of representation at this meeting. 
 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention  
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

In my role as Southland’s President, I facilitated the final CATE Connects of the 
school year, featuring CATE Teacher of Excellence Daniel Hanna. I also 
coordinated the final Council Presidents' dinner. SCTE had great representation 
at the Los Angeles Festival of Books in late April. This summer, our council will 
publish reading guides in partnership with the LA Conservancy and revisit Write 
Night celebrations in light of changes to the CATE Writing Contest. 
 
Professionally, I’m wrapping up year 28 as a high school teacher, with years 
split evenly between Michigan and California. In April, I was honored to keynote 
at the Southern California Teaching Symposium hosted by CATDC. This 
summer, I am co-authoring a book about teaching writing; it’s due to be 
published by Bloomsbury next year. 

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmail.com 

TUCATE has been making plans to honor our Classroom Excellence award 
winner. We have also been working on our mini-grants to come out soon. 
As a university coach, I echo what Denise said about the quality of students 
looking to choose education as their career. I taught EHD 155B for the first time 
and found it to be both challenging and invigorating to shepherd my students 
through the final phase of their student teaching. I am very proud of my 
students for all the work they did and will continue to do as they prepare to take 
charge of their first classrooms in the fall. 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep 
jkrulder@pusdk12.org 

 



Annemarie Cortez, MAL Elementary (2028) 
annemarie.cortez@cnusd.k12.ca.us  

Since the March meeting, I have continued to serve on our district’s Special 
Education Task Force, focused on strengthening systems and ensuring more 
equitable outcomes for students with special needs across preschool through 
6th grade. 
 
At the site level, our elementary school is a recipient of the Literacy Coaches 
and Reading Specialists (LCRS) grant. I have been working closely with the 
county to ensure compliance and the effective use of funding to develop our 
school literacy program, support the training of teachers on special assignment, 
and implement targeted interventions for students in need of additional literacy 
support.  
 
I was also selected to serve on the California Department of Education’s 
ELA/ELD Adoption Committee as an Instructional Materials Reviewer (IMR). I 
attended training this week in Sacramento and will begin reviewing curriculum 
programs next month. 
 
Additionally, I collaborated with Kylowna on this month’s Mosaic Moment 
through the DEI Committee, creating space for reflection, dialogue, and 
identifying next actionable steps to support CATE in living out its mission. 

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2028) 
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified (2026) 
aparkerteacher@aol.com 

May 2026 

●​ Finished spring musical production of Ride the Cyclone 
●​  I’ve been working on grants for next year for my theatre program and 

received $28,000 for next year. 
●​  Invited the Vice President of NCTE to speak to the BIPOC group at 

our March Convention and he did.. 
●​ Supported teachers at Huntington Park High 
●​ Coordinated the first ever Career and Educational Technical College 

and Career Fair (300 student attendees and 22 industry partners) 
●​ Coordinated three work-based learning projects for my CTE theatre 

pathway. 

 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified 
(2027) 
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

Since the March meeting, I have continued to support teachers at HCCCH in 
Taiwan as they learn more about SIOP and MLL strategies. With Jackie Smith 
(FACET and SJVWP) we continue to work with BreakBox Collective and their 
project Power to the Pen. The week-long writing workshop for teens in Fresno 
will take place in July. I am piloting new material for ERWC grades 9 (and 10 
next year) and CWP writing prompts. 

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2026) 
kylowna@gmail.com 

Since the convention, I have organized the SCTE response to the CATE 
Creative Writing Invitation. I am working on a book project that I and two 
co-authors submitted to NCTE and for which we received a  very positive 
“revise and resubmit.” Fingers crossed. 

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council (2027) 
joanlwilliams@gmail.com 

Since the convention, I have attended the Advisory meeting and promoted the 
CATE Connects. I also attended our local grant reception to receive the RCTE 
grant for our local writing awards ceremony and booklets. I prepared and 
posted the agenda for the May Leadership/Membership Committee meeting 
with the assistance of Lori Campbell. We discussed priorities and needs for the 
committee. I am unable to attend this meeting and will miss personally thanking 
those who are moving out of office. I especially want to thank Susan Dillon who 
so graciously stepped into her role as VP when we needed someone to fill that 
office. Thanks also to Robb for his long tenure as President.  

Locally, I am in the heavy planning stages of the Children’s Author Festival. We 
have an excellent group of 25 authors scheduled to visit the 56 schools that 
have signed up to participate. I am proud to be a part of this wonderful event to 
promote literacy and books for the young people of our region.  

mailto:annemarie.cortez@cnusd.k12.ca.us


Frank Mata, MAL Secondary (2027) 
frankmata32@gmail.com 

 
Since March,  I’ve had several one-on-one conversations regarding our 
convention. I’m looking forward to this board meeting to further discuss the 
overall effects of our convention.  
 
I have also received notice that I made it to the candidacy phase for NCTE’s 
secondary steering committee. I hope to get elected to further bridge CATE’s 
relationship with NCTE. ​
 
I have also been busy working with ERWC as a new member of their steering 
committee. Please refer to Chris Street’s report regarding our upcoming 
summer literacy conference. ​
​
Along with these projects, I have been working with CTA as their current 
vice-chair of the Civil Rights in Education committee. It’s always hectic with 
CTA with ongoing strikes and recent attacks on education at the federal level. I 
declined to go to this weekend’s NEA Superweek in Washington D.C. to lobby 
on the hill so that I can be part of this board meeting. ​
​
Lastly, my oldest son just won his first weekend tournament with his baseball 
team. They’ve lost the last three tournaments in the championship game. My 
other son is doing really well in soccer too! ​
 

Amber White, MAL Middle (2026) 
ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair (2027) 
membership@cateweb.org 

 
 
Our membership has dropped a bit more since our last convention, especially 
considering it was in the south. We are seeing the drop we predicted due to 
funding being slashed for professional development. However, the placement of 
the membership booth across from registration this year did help us to make 
direct contact with more members, so much so that I have run desperately 
short on swag. 
 
Therefore, I have been researching ideas to replace the pens and possibly one 
other type of swag. I have also found stickers discounted on Amazon and have 
purchased those when I can. These were extremely popular with members. 
 
I also had conversations with Joan Williams about possibly taking over the 
duties of the new teachers’ booth since this makes more sense to welcome 
new members we hope to have on a long term basis. We have also discussed 
that Paul has been able to provide the reports in a more timely manner; 
although, we are discussing if it would be beneficial to everyone if we ask for 
the reports a week before board meetings so that he is not having to update 
monthly.  
 
We have also been asked by the CSU Chancellor’s office if we would like to 
have a booth at their Literacy Conference in June. I will be discussing this with 
my committee. I will also be presenting at this Conference in Burlingame on 
June 29th: AI and ERWC in the Age of Ultron. 

Dr. Rita Suh, CATE 2026 Chair 
ritasuh1@gmail.com 

- All speakers’ fees have been paid and hotel rooms reimbursed 
 



Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst 
wyoung@aol.com 

“Quarterly” CATE Board Report of/from Bill Younglove, 
Legislative Analyst (nonvoting)—since early March Board 
meeting/convention: 

• Took part in (4, monthly) Book Club shared gatherings, 
plus attended the California Writers Club (founded by Jack 
London in 1909) monthly meetings in Orange County. 

• Attended the annual Los Angeles Times Festival of 
Books, on the USC campus, (re)connecting with authoress 
Anne Lamott, who shared (with author husband Neal Allen) 
Good Writing: 36 Ways to Improve Your Sentences. 

•Attended the annual Cerritos Library’s Writing Festival, 
featuring six fairly new, aspiring authoresses. 

• Took part in the Holocaust Museum LA (and Museum of 
Tolerance’s) examination of Claude Lanzman’s 9.5 hour 
Shoah documentary film, by expert/scholar Michael 
Berenbaum. 

• Attended the Long Beach Public (Main) Library’s Writing 
Is a VERB presentation by Mike the Poet (Sonksen). 

• Zoomed the California Department of Education’s 
Building Search Habits, plus High Impact Tutoring, 
presentations. 

• Zoomed the Long Beach Alpert Jewish Community 
Center session: How Jews and Christians Read the Same 
Story Differently. 

• Am Zooming, via an OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute) CSULB weekly class: How Is AI Affecting Our 
Work? 

  

 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison 
dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

CWP Liaison Report, May 2026 
  
The California Writing Project sponsored and produced the James Gray 
Memorial Preconvention at CATE’s Annual Convention on March 5, 2026. The 
morning keynote speaker was Nicole Mirra. There were then two rounds of 
breakout sessions, each with six different presentations. We closed the day 
with a “Super, Special Session,” more workshop than keynote with Danniel 
Buccieri and Kate Rowley, that brought all attendees back together to close the 
day.  Attendance was down significantly from the previous years. By eliminating 
coffee service in the morning, registration revenue ($15,180) exceeded CATE 
costs by approximately $500, which was split 80/20 between CWP and CATE. 
  
After much internal discussion and debate, CWP has recommitted to partnering 
with CATE for their annual convention. We see the costs as an investment in 
the continued improvement of writing instruction in California and expansion of 
leadership opportunities for teachers. However, we wish to initiate discussions 
with CATE on the future of the convention and CWP’s role. Changes in CWP’s 
funding, Preconvention costs, and teacher demographics urge us to reconsider 
the present model. Currently, the Preconvention is promoted as an add-on. 
CWP would like to decrease this perception, so that CWP’s contribution is seen 
as integral to the convention. We look forward to working with CATE to improve 



the annual convention. 
  
In other CWP news, we are planning to join Asilomar 72 where CWP will hold a 
Site Directors’ Meeting concurrent with the conference. The Fall will also see 
CWP support a youth writing initiative, Dear Gov. Curricular materials and a 
web portal will facilitate students of all ages in creating and sharing multi-modal 
letters that express their hopes for the future of California. We are partnering 
with Antero Garcia, NCTE President, Nicole Mirra, UCLA Faculty Director of 
Teacher Education, the California History/Social Science Project, and the 
California Global Education Project. 
  
In personal news, at the end of March, I broke my left kneecap in a fall. This 
required surgery to repair (a titanium plate Humpty-Dumptied all the pieces 
back together again). Straight leg and crutches for another month or so, 
otherwise I would be joining you in lovely San Diego. 
  
Humbly submitted, 
  
Tim Dewar 
CWP Liaison 
 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov 

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities 

The Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities 
provide allocations to eligible school sites to develop school literacy programs, 
employ and train literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and 
develop and implement interventions for students in need of targeted literacy 
support. For a list of eligible school sites in all three cohorts, see the Literacy 
Coaches and Reading Specialists Categorical Programs web page. 

Through the LCRS Educator Training (LCRSET) grant, the Sacramento County 
Office of Education (COE), its co-lead the Napa COE, and its partners have 
made several professional learning opportunities available to all California 
educators free of charge. 

●​ Registration is now open for the LCRSET Virtual California Literacy 
Conference, which will be held on June 16, 2026. The conference will 
kick off with keynote speaker Hilderbrand Pelzer III, and offer over 50 
sessions on literacy, with topics on multilingual learners, multi-tiered 
systems of support, special education, adolescent literacy, 
assessment, inclusive practices, literacy leadership, and literacy 
coaching. 

With the passage of Assembly Bill 121, another $15 million is available to the 
CDE to select, via competitive grant, a COE or consortium of COEs, to support 
the third cohort. The Request for Applications is now closed and the anticipated 
project start date is June 2026. 

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs, 
and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more 
information on the supports that they provide, contact the Sacramento COE 
team at LCRSET@scoe.net. 

Literacy Professional Learning 

Assembly Bill 121 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill 
added Section 33319.6 to the California Education Code, which directs the 
California State Board of Education (SBE) to approve and the CDE to post on 
its internet website by September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the 
selection or development of in-service professional development (PD) 
programs for effective means of teaching literacy in transitional kindergarten 
through grade five (TK‒5), inclusive, with a list of in-service programs that have 
been deemed to meet those criteria. 

In order to be recommended for SBE approval, programs must align to the 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
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Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD 
Programs, which was approved by the SBE on November 5, 2025. The window 
for program submissions closed in February. 

A Review Committee was selected via an application process for their expertise 
in evidence-based TK‒5 literacy instruction, English language development, 
and the precepts of effective PD to evaluate the submitted literacy PD 
programs. Review Committee members are currently conducting an 
independent review of PD programs. Committee members will participate in a 
week of deliberations in May, hosted by CDE and facilitated by our external 
contractor, WestEd. The proposed list of programs will be posted for public 
comment and appeals before it is presented to the Board for approval in 
September. 

The names of PD programs submitted for review and the names of Review 
Committee members are now posted on the Literacy PD Programs web page. 

The CDE hosted a Literacy PD Programs Webinar for Local Educational 
Agencies on the criteria, guidance, and evaluation rubric, in March. The 
recording is now available on the web page. 

Please refer to the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page for the most current 
timeline and information. If you have questions, please contact the PLSD team 
at PD@cde.ca.gov. 

Literacy Roadmap 

The CDE, in consultation with the (SBE, continues to develop the California 
Literacy Roadmap in accordance with Section 117 of the Education Omnibus 
Budget Trailer Bill 114 (2023–24). The Literacy Roadmap is designed to 
support educators in applying the English Language Arts/English Language 
Development Framework (ELA/ELD Framework) to classroom instruction, 
navigating available resources and professional learning opportunities, and 
improving literacy outcomes for all students with a strong focus on equity. 

English-Medium Classrooms 

·         Released: TK–5 Literacy Content Blocks (May 2025) 
·         Anticipated: 6–12 Literacy Content Blocks (spring 2026) 

Multilingual Programs 

·         Anticipated: Multilingual Literacy Guidance (TK–12) (spring 
2026) 

This work has been, and continues to be, carried out in collaboration with the 
Sacramento COE and the San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools. It 
has been informed by roundtable discussions with practitioners, education 
leaders, and subject matter experts from more that 10 languages. 

Opportunities for constituent input and feedback on the 6–12 Literacy Content 
Blocks and the Multilingual TK–12 Literacy Guidance will be available in the 
near future. 

 

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.edu 

              2026 ERWC Literacy Conference Registration 

Burlingame, CA - June 29, 2026 
  

"Choosing Trust, Trusting Choice: Student and Teacher Agency in the
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ERWC Classroom" 
  

The ERWC Literacy Conference is open to all educators interested 
in language, literacy, and learning. ERWC teachers, ELD teachers, 

ELA teachers, literacy coaches, K–12 administrators, county offices
of education (COEs), region leads, CSU faculty, and CSU EAP 

Coordinators are especially encouraged to attend. 

REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE ON MAY 15, 2026 OR UNTIL 
CAPACITY IS REACHED 

Conference registration is FREE! 

Heather Macias, California English Editor, 
heather.macias@csulb.edu 

●​ Heather Macias, new editor - Hi :) 
●​ May is Carol’s final issue - I want to thank her for all the care, 

dedication, and thought she put into CA English and I hope I can 
uphold the mission and intentions of the journal that she and past 
editors established.  

●​ The May issue theme is “Joyful Literature” and has been finalized 
and designed by Carole LeCren. 

●​ The September issue theme is “Teaching Literacy When the World Is 
on Fire” and I hope that this call will demonstrate my commitment to 
not only literacy, but also my commitments to humanizing pedagogy, 
social justice, and culturally and linguistically affirming teaching. 

●​ CA English is always recruiting more reviewers :) 
●​ I also want to encourage more submissions from elementary 

teachers, DLI/ELD teachers, and graduate students who are 
teacher-scholars. :)) 

Gabriela Gualano, CYRM Representative 
gabriela.gualano@gmail.com 

Recruitment needs to begin for my replacement who will start as CATE 
representative for CYRM in January 2027, though onboarding begins in Fall 
2026. Application found HERE. 

The 2026 Conference CYRM luncheon featured Ruta Sepetys, winner of the YA 
category for her novel I Will Betray You. The lunch was well attended, though 
my session was not. We had a lot of extra books that I gave away at my 
session. I meant to mention the session during my introduction and forgot, 
which may have led to the lower attendance compared to last year. 

Winners Announced May 1, 2026! 

Primary - Endlessly Ever After. By Laurel Snyder. Illustrated by Dan Santat. 2022. 

PBOR - The Great Stink. By Colleen Paeff. Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter. 2021. 

Intermediate - Dogtown. By Katherine Applegate & Gennifer Choldenko. 2024. 

Middle School - What Happened to Rachel Riley? By Claire Swinarski. 2024. 

YA - Instructions for Dancing. By Nicola Yoon. 2022.​
 
Our 2027 Conference will feature the Primary winner Endlessly Ever After - 
Laurel Snyder & Dan Santat. I will be reaching out to these individuals. Santat 
lives in Southern CA, while Snyder is in Georgia. CATE paid for a one night 
hotel stay for Ruta Sepetys. Would it be possible to offer this for future winners? 
If publishers don’t offer to pay, the authors must sponsor themselves. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3hi6U8NNg57X3nZg_idlUXExSIFzpHqxnFShcOT-EAroUrQ/viewform
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