2025 CATE Annual Business Meeting/Town Hall
Sunday, March 2, 2025 - 9:00-10:00 AM
Hyatt Regency SFO

1333 Bayshore Highway * Burlingame, CA 94010

Meeting Room: Grand Peninsula Ballroom ABC
NETWORK: CATE2025
PASSWORD: readingislit

MINUTES

Present: Robb Polski, Carole LeCren, Gina Vattuone, Tim Dewar, Jennifer Silver, Joan
Williams, Jill Hamilton-Bunch, Carol Surabian, Jori Krulder, Kristie Leyba, Kathleen
Giannandrea, Bill Younglove, Frank Mata, Amber White, Lori Campbell, Vicki Kurtz,
Denise Mikkonen, Susan Dillon, April Parker, Amber White, Liz McAninch

Resolutions: Shawn McQuilliams, Lisa Perry, Taylor Bradley, Maddie Alpert, Duncan
Rivera Wanless, David Sanders, Destiney Warren, Greg Johnson

Announcement:
To view the documents for this meeting, go to page 50 in the printed program, or to the
mobile app to find the PDF about the annual business meeting.

1. Robb Polski, CATE President called the meeting to order at 9:12 AM.
2. The CATE Board of Directors was introduced.

3. Adoption of the Agenda and Rules of Conduct (see page 50 of the convention
program). Moved by Campbell, seconded by Surabian. Passed.

4. Approval of the minutes from the 2024 Annual Board Meeting in Los Angeles.
Moved by Campbell, seconded by Williams. Passed.

President’s Report: Robb Polski shared an overview of his president’s report:
Shared that minutes and board reports are posted on CATEweb.org.

This is our third convention since COVID: Monterey, LA, and here in Burlingame.
We got the chance to send extra people to NCTE and hope to send more to Denver
next year.
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6. The annual board reports were available to view online.



7. The rules for the CATE Election were explained. Nominations are now closed. The
following nominees spoke to their candidacy.

Annemarie Cortez: MAL Elementary
Shawn McQuilliams: MAL Secondary
Lori Campbell: Membership Chair
Carole LeCren: Secretary
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8. Directions for How to Vote Online were shared by Robb Polski: The link is now live
on CATEweb.org

9. Report of the Resolutions Committee by Shawn McQuilliams.
Link to resolutions as presented:
B 2025 CATE Resolutions

Resolutions for approval of CATE Board

|. Resolution Opposing the Defunding of Educational Entities
Moved by Johnson, seconded by McAninch. Discussion.
Ann Miller, Capitol, asked for clarification about how to access the resolutions
online.
Elisa Sotello, Kern, asked to add “gender expression” to the amendment. It
was accepted as a friendly amendment.
Passed.

Il. Resolution on Protecting Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Programs in Schools
Moved by Bradley, seconded by Campbell. Discussion.
Mary Beth Barber, Capitol, thanked the board for bringing the resolution. As
someone who works for the California State Library, and wanted to share how
the state is dealing with asking for grants, using wordsmithing, in order to
access federal funding. She asked that if you see people being practical on
the state level, keep the dialogue open.
Ann Miller, Capitol, made suggestions about paragraphing.
Frank Mata, Southland, appreciated the point about wordsmithing and shared
some of the discussion on the board about supporting this resolution. He
asked, “Do we pivot or do we doubledown?”
Elizabeth Faneda, Southland, asked Mary Beth about wordsmithing. Mary
Beth explained that state funding is fine, but those entities that need access
to federal funds, may apply without using “those letters” in the application.
She gave specific examples and advice. Elizabeth concluded that she


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZYvJsET80U3xuKqEhLzHaW7xK3enTO-MijNkxPVeTh4/edit?usp=sharing

appreciated the reason for wordsmithing, but also wanted to express the
importance of the issue.

Annie Gervais, Capitol, explained the conversation on the board about using
the DEI letters, and using Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion.

Vanee Smith-Matsalia, Southland, expressed her appreciation that the board
is not shying away, because the students and BIPOC people cannot hide.
Destiney Warren, TUCATE, shared that language is super important and the
need for protecting funding, but she shared that if we use “covert” language,
there are others who may see us as “bowing down.” She urged that we
continue to use those words: diversity, equality, and inclusion.

Caroline McManus, Central, made the point that even if we wordsmithed, it
would guarantee that federal support/funding would be forthcoming.

Carole LeCren, Greater San Diego, pointed out the use of “urge” instead of
‘urges,” and also explained the board decision to spell out Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion, and to NOT use “DEI”--since those three letters have gained a
different meaning/definition in the public.

lll. Resolution on English Language Development in California Schools
Moved by Rivera Warren, seconded by Campbell. Passed.

BREAK 10:00-10:41 AM. To get food from the brunch

IV. Reaffirming the Importance of Humanities and Language Arts Programs in
California State Universities
Moved by Perry, seconded by Dillon. Passed.

V. Teaching, Not "Teching": A Resolution Addressing Concerns About
Technology Usage in the Classroom
Moved by Alpert, seconded by Silver. Discussion.
Ann Miller, Capitol, suggested that AB 3216 (cellphone ban) might need to be
addressed. McQuilliams responded that it might be challenging to integrate
that particular point, which is why several of the background points were
written in general.
Mary Beth Barber, Capitol, just came from a conference with a man named
Haidt who has written a book “The Anxious Generation” about the dangers of
technology, but the rest of the conference was about using technology. She
suggested that conflict needs to be addressed. Shawn McQuilliams
responded, explaining the idea of data-driven rather than reactionary
responses to the use of technology, looking for balance.



Tim Dewar, Southland, offered a friendly amendment, replacing Al with
automation, since Al is a marketing tool, and automation is the point.

VI. Board Resolution for Commendation of the CATE 2025 Convention

10.

11.

12.

Commendation
Read by McQuilliams.

New Business.

Lori Campbell raffled off an unclaimed book from the membership booth raffle
yesterday.

Robb Polski announced that there are some lost and found items to claim.
Jennifer Silver announced CATE Connects 4 webinar on April 23, 2025.

Announcement of 2026 CATE Convention in Los Angeles at the Hilton LAX
on West Century Blvd. March 5-8, 2026

Town Hall/Public Forum

Mary Beth Barber, Capitol, who works for the California State Library that
hosts COMPASS, online resources. She was asked by a retired scientist what
happens if a federal mandate requires alteration of online resources. She
wanted to share this idea, because book challenges (a physical book) can be
public, but the change to online content may be harder to recognize. She
wants others to be aware, and she may write a resolution for next year
addressing this.

April Parker affirmed Mary Beth’s point, and shared a personal example about
traveling in China and finding out that they don’t know about Tiananmen
Square.

Robb Polski reminded everyone that the board can create resolutions at any
board meeting, not just at convention.

Jessica LaShon, Central, shared that the BIPOC meeting was amazing and
she was grateful for that, but suggested that the affinity meetings should not
be scheduled at the same time.

Adjournment. Moved by Surabian, seconded by Giannandrea.

Meeting adjourned at 11:19 AM.

Polls were then opened for CATE Elections.



