CATE Board Reports 2025-2026: March 2026

Board Member

Report

Greg Johnson, Acting Past President
E-mail:

In my role as Part President | have prepared the voting ballot for the upcoming
board elections. This is an electronic form and will be accessed primarily
through a QR code that will be generated after the board meeting on Sunday,
March 8. | have also worked with several people at CSUB to make the college
credit for convention available to participants. | have made documents including
College Credit FAQs, an informational page, and a CSUB Extended University
registration form for college credit. | also made a page of QR codes and
purchased holders so they can be displayed at the convention.

Robb Polski, President (2026)
Robert Polski@kernhigh.org

Since December, | have had various virtual meetings and conversations with
Denise Mikkonen and Susan to discuss CATE finances and health of bank and
investment accounts and upcoming meetings and events. | have worked on
putting together the awards and speeches for CATE 2026. | worked on the
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and
participated in an emergency advisory meeting to discuss some budgetary
issues and our February meeting advisory meeting virtually. Locally, | worked
with Dr Hamilton-Bunch on planning convention meeting/gathering for KCTE.

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)
dillon@cchsca.org

| coordinated room reservations for board members, resolution reps, and CATE
2026 speakers. | also entered negotiations with the San Diego property for the
May meeting. In addition, | facilitated two advisory calls. | also represented
CATE at two CSC meetings (Asilomar 72 conference).

Carole LeCren, Secretary (2027)
carolelecren@yahoo.com

In my role as secretary:

Posted minutes and board reports on CATEweb.org

Updated policies on CATEweb.org

In my role as program/session chair for the convention:

Attended virtual meetings every other Thursday with eventPower to work on:
Creating content for the mobile app
Contacting presenters via e-mails about uploading presentation materials
Verifying that presenters were registered for convention

Attended monthly virtual meeting with eventPower

Managed presenter questions/cancellations/additions

Helped with room assignments

Helped coordinate book signing information

Worked with CWP to add their pre-con presenters to the mobile app

Created, edited, and sent the printed program to the printers

Created invitations for the President’s Reception

Created thank yous for the presenters

In my role as publications committee chair:

Coordinated with social media chair on requested content

Updated creative writing showcase flyer/recently posted to CATEweb.org

Helped Carol Jago publish the Feb. 2026 issue of California English

Contacted the two finalists for CE editor

Made arrangements for CE editor candidate interviews

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer
nisemikkonen1 mail.com

Since the last board meeting | have continued to keep the books current for
CATE:

Processed deposits from convention

Worked with Cindy Conlin regarding PO’s and convention deposits
Worked with Paul regarding membership and deposits

Updated books using Quicken

Keeping accounts payable up to date, Curtin, eventPower, etc.
Placed orders for projectors and other convention items

Reconciled and paid costs incurred for convention, hotel, food etc.
Transferred $134740 to Hilton on 2/27 for food costs as per contract.
Created and mailed 2025 1099’s

Participated in Advisory Call
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Purchased Event Insurance

Communicated with President as needed

Collected convention contracts for payment

Worked with convention coordinators items and expenses for
convention

Annie Gervais & Jennifer Silver,
Convention Coordinators

jennifersilver@yvistamarschool.org

Updated SubmissionMarch 2nd, 2026

Since the December board meeting, Jennifer and | have responded to more
than 500 emails related to convention and ordered lanyards.

We have negotiated and secured the AV _contract for CATE 2026 with Encore,
and finalized the contract and preparations with our DJ.

We have met with EventPower virtually three times, revised the badges,
corrected registration issues, evaluated reports for convention for accuracy
and completeness, and facilitated both the sleeping room reservation for our
onsite EP contacts and for their arrival on March 4th, including with the Curtin
Warehouse storage site.

We have also worked with our AV chair to evaluate 13 different brands and
models of projectors to secure both replacements of the MyDash projectors
purchased in 2023 and to increase our supply to accommodate for a greater
number of rooms in 2026. Details of this search can be viewed on this
spreadsheet: CATE Projector Information

We have emailed with our hotel rep, Elena, multiple times per week about
things like breakout rooms, layouts, and banquet menu orders. We chose the
menu for the meal functions and negotiated with the hotel to slightly modify
their publicly available menu to fit within the confines of our budget by
eliminating one salad (there were two on the public menu for each meal) and a
dessert choice, so that we could lower the cost.

We negotiated security hours with the hotel in conjunction with EP, and saved a
little bit of money on this budget by asking EP to set up registration on tables in
the Exhibit Hall on March 4th, and move these tables to the reg area on the
morning of March 5th, which allows us to save one night of security hours at
$67/hour.

We have also assisted Central Council’s president Lisa Perry with her first
hosting of CATE Connects with our new CYRM representative, Aimee Korynta
about protecting student access to books in times of book challenges.

Additionally, we have worked with Amber White to plan our social media photo
opportunities for convention and planned to bring the photo backdrops to LA.

We created the “ltems of Interest to the Board” quick reference schedule,
created and revised the Board Obligations sign ups, and continued to field
questions from all interested parties in regards to convention.

We reviewed the BEO (Banquet Event Order) and made changes and edits.
Draft 1 can be viewed here: Draft 1 of BEOs with Edits

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep

jennifersilver@yvistamarschool.org

As SCTE President, | facilitated the selection of our inaugural CATE Connects
scholarship winner. We had a big surprise party for our CATE Secondary
Teacher of Excellence awardee, Annie Tran Stultz. | also worked backstage on
the latest CATE Connects event.

I'll present a session/reception at CATE focusing on those new to convention
and/or new to teaching.

SCTE met as a board in January to pitch spring programing ideas, including an
apprenticeship program, a Friday evening convention event, and altering our
Write Night to include independent publication of student writing. We will wait
until the convention sparkle settles to formalize new plans, but we’ll continue
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previous partnerships with the LA Festival of Books and the LA Conservancy in
the coming months.

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET
Reps
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org

na.S o if

FACET continued our CATE Spotlight Book Club by meeting in February to
discuss articles by CATE 2026 speakers Bettina Love and Heather Macias. We
distributed Brendan Kiely’s new book Sole Survivor to regular attenders to take
with them to the convention. We have had a great year meeting to discuss texts
by most of the speakers who will present at CATE 2026.

Janina completed her Ed.D. in Literacy, Culture, and Language Education from
Indiana University at the end of January. Now in her 24th year at Edison High
School, she is currently teaching AP Seminar and AP English Language.
Janina also stepped back into an adjunct faculty role at Fresno Pacific
University teaching Reading and Writing in Secondary Classrooms for the
Teacher Education Program. This summer, she will teach the Foundations of
Education course at FPU. Janina will also have a chapter published (Palgrave
Macmillan) in an ecojustice education book (Ed. James Damico) later this year.

At our March board meeting, Janina will attend in the President’s role and
Duncan Rivera Wanless will attend as our Resolutions Chair. Janina is also
presenting a session at the convention.

Lisa Perry, Central Rep
perryl@esuhsd.org

With the help of Annie Gervais and Jennifer Silver, | hosted CATE Connects.
Our new CYRM representative, Aimee Korynta spoke about protecting student
access to books in times of book challenges.

Dr. Yolanda Jimenez, Capitol Rep

yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net

March 2026

Capitol Report

We sent out the call for student writing submissions to all TRUSD high school
English chairs. The flyer was also shared out by the recipients to their
colleagues and teachers that they knew on other campuses. We received 1
submission and it was forwarded to the Capitol president.

Dry Creek Elementary School District also sent out the call and 5 submissions
have been received so far.

Nicole Brown and Gina Vattuone,
GSDCTE Reps
nicole.brown@smusd.org

ginavattuone@gmail.com

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com

March 2026
KCTE Report

KCTE notified Dan Stockwell that he will be our Classroom Teacher of
Excellence and will be honored at the CATE Convention in March.

We have many Kern County Teachers attending the convention, and we are
excited to welcome them there. At the convention, we plan to share
personalized fliers with them to encourage them to attend the KCTE gathering
on Sunday morning.

Julie Young, our writing chair, has notified our members of the CATE writing
contest.

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep
) g A

March 2026
Redwood Report

At the December CATE Board meeting, attended by Redwood members Vicki
Kurtz and Joan Williams, Humboldt County Teacher Mary Ann Loch was
nominated for Redwood’s Classroom Teacher of Excellence Award. In January,
the directors of the Redwood Writing Project, Nicolette Amann and Anne
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Hartline, joined Kurtz and Williams at a “love bomb” during Mary Ann’s staff
meeting to announce and celebrate her award in front of her colleagues.

We have a tentative date set for celebrating our writing contest winners and the
grant was renewed for the purchase of the anthology. Invitations were sent out
for the CATE Connects in February and the information and presentation was
shared with our Humboldt County Office of Education Librarian, Danielle Witten.

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep
rabian mail.com

Since the December board meeting, | have been encouraging new teachers to
attend the convention.

| am pleased to announce our Classroom Excellence Award winner is Andrew
Baza, whose father was a colleague of mine in Dinuba.

This is my first semester as a coach/lecturer for EHD 155B at California State
University, Fresno. | have been learning along with my students, always a
challenging way to grow.

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep
jkrulder@pusdk12.org

As is my wont, I'm bringing a new teacher to present at the conference, in
hopes of bringing her into the CATE fold.

Also ran Poetry out Loud for our students.

Waiting to hear whether we’ll be presenting at NCTE 26.

Annemarie Cortez, MAL Elementary (2028)
annemarie.cortez@cnusd.k12.ca.us

This year has been an exciting opportunity to grow, serve, and advocate for
literacy at both the state and district levels. | was honored to attend my first
CATE board meeting in September, where | learned more about the
organizational structure of the association and began serving on both the
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee and the Policy/Resolutions
Committee. | am grateful to contribute to conversations that shape equitable
literacy practices and statewide advocacy efforts.

At the district level, | continue serving on the Elementary Literacy
Implementation Committee, where we focus on ensuring all students are
reading proficiently by the end of third grade. | also serve on the District Special
Education Taskforce, collaborating with union and district leaders to strengthen
equitable practices for students with disabilities, preschool through grade 12.
This work aligns with my commitment to building strong partnerships between
general and special education.

Through our participation in the California Department of Education’s Literacy
Coach and Reading Specialist (LCRS) Grant, our team has engaged in
state-supported professional learning designed to address literacy inequities,
particularly for multilingual learners. Additionally, | applied and was selected to
serve as a 2026 Content Review Expert (CRE) for the California Department of
Education, helping evaluate TK-8 ELA/ELD instructional materials for the
upcoming adoption cycle.

| remain committed to strengthening elementary representation within CATE by
encouraging classroom teachers to become involved, submit breakout
proposals, and engage more deeply in our professional community. | was also
humbled to be interviewed by a reporter from The Atlantic regarding national
reading trends and the work happening in our schools.

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2028)
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org

April Parker, MAL Unspecified (2026)
aparkerteacher@aol.com

e Performing duties of my local UTLA Vice Chapter Chair position. We are
facing a possible strike so there is a lot going on in terms of communicating
changes and updates, meetings.

e  Still working on the initiating grant | received. Working on getting the
equipment for the CTE theatre program at Huntington Park High School.

e Participating in a collaborative book writing with my doctoral peer and
dissertation chair about Democracy and Education

e  Working with 2026 Convention Chair, Rita Suh as needed.
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e Attended NCTE representing Policy and Resolution work

Sent eblasts for SCTE as requested

e Initiated a conversation to plan an event with the California African
American Museum

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified
(2027)
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org

Since the last CATE Convention, | have attended all but the December CATE
meetings. | have also supported TUCATE with our monthly meetings, including
the TUCATE Teacher mini grants. | secured the nomination forms and LORs for
TUCATE’s Classroom Excellence Award - secondary. | continue to support
teachers in Taiwan as they learn more about teaching English at the Hsinchu
City Vocational High School. 18 students from Orosi High School work with 75
HCVHS students with conversational English through interviews and
sustainable travel proposals.

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2026)
kylowna@amail.com

| am returning from a year-long sabbatical. Since the last Convention, | have
contributed to the promotion of CATE scholarships and made sure that
Membership could access and vet applications while | was away. | also
coordinated and judged the SCTE writing Contest.

| attended Asilomar 70: Bringing Joy Back into the Classroom.
My writing partners and | have received favorable feedback on our manuscript

submission to NCTE (revise—slightly—and resubmit) and we are ready to turn
it in and see what happens next.

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council (2027)
joanlwilliams@gmail.com

Attended 2 Advisory calls since the last meeting,

Worked on the CATE scholarships setting up a committee to read entries.
Because only 2 entries, The Membership Chair and | read the applications and
awarded scholarships to the two applicants. Unfortunately, only one of the
recipients will attend the convention.

Communicated with the Membership Chair about membership issues.

Wrote a grant for Redwood Council to support the local writing anthology and
secured a site to honor the writers in June.

Locally, | continue to work with the Children’s Author Festival. We have filled
out our roster of 25 authors now who will be visiting 56 schools over a two day
period.

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary (2027)
frankmata32@amail.com

Amber White, MAL Middle (2026)
ialmedi teweb.or

Since the last meeting, | have created the CATE TikTok account. My hope is to
start making content to post on the account during the convention. | have kept
the Instagram and Facebook accounts up to date with convention, CATE
Connects, California English and CWP pre-Con.

| have created all of the signs for the convention using the colors and themes of
the convention. | sent the Keynote signs to Curtin for printing. The podium sign,
book signing schedule and Social Media QR codes signs were sent to Office
Depot for last minute printing due to the nature of those and last minute
changes.

| created the daily running slides for the convention with all the information that
members may need during convention.

| designed the badge ribbons using the new map colors and worked with
Denise to get those ordered. We ordered 13 different types of ribbons in total
between councils, presenters, board members, new teachers and exhibitors.

Looked at trying to reopen the unused CATE X account. Was not able to
restore the X account. Now working with X to create a new CATE X account.
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Lori Campbell, Membership Chair (2027)
membership@cateweb.org

# COUNCIL 1123 5124 924 1124 125 525 9/25 12125 2026 +/-

1 Redwood 15 26 26 24 11 22 22 18 20 +2
2 Upper 24 25 24 16 36 35 34 20 21 +1
3 Capirol 144 i 9 60 25 a8 83 3l il -
4 Central 342 227 229 133 100 232 231 101 102 +1
3 Fresno 33 36 37 34 15 46 44 2 9 +1
6 TUCATE 20 20 16 17 17 6 17 3 3 -
7 Kem 141 132 135 135 33 147 144 29 32 +4
& Southland 3sl 14 320 479 103 234 228 34 33 +4
9 San Diego 44 74 9 63 21 33 4 22 22 -
30 Out-of-state 19 47 24 23 10 22 22 10 10 -
33 Libraries 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 -
99 Comp 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 -
TOTAL 1092 1224 1168 1004 352 925 910 335 347 +12

The pre-convention total membership is about the same as last year’s total at
this time. We do need to remember that money for COVID is now spent, so
districts have far less to send teachers to conventions. Kern High School
District decided this year to not send the department chairs as they have done
in the past; therefore, school principals are now the ones who send teachers
from their own budgets. We are grateful to those councils who are able to
generate memberships through their events throughout the year.

| have worked with Joan L Williams to decide the best ways to work with Paul to
get our membership reports in a timely manner. Paul has improved in getting
the reports completed in a somewhat timely manner.

I continue to work with CAR/W and ERWC Communications Committee
answering questions about the convention and their continued partnership with
CATE. The CSU Governing Board has been very strict with their funds. They
kept ERWC in suspense until the first of the year before they provided money
for a booth. They also received last minute funding for a reception to be held
Saturday night at the convention.

| have been able to learn much about the use of Al tools in my online classes,
specifically in providing help with ERWC modules. | have been invited by Dr.
Chris Street to show what | have learned during his presentation at CATE, and |
will be presenting again at the ERWC Literacy Conference June 29th, in
Burlingame.

Finally, Carol Jago was able to supply me with a list of her top picks of books so
that we may continue to draw members to the booth with the book drawing.

Dr. Rita Suh, CATE 2026 Chair
ritasuh1@amail.com

- Recruited student teacher volunteers

- Assisted with editing & revising Program

- Confirmed hotel arrangement and convention registration for keynote
speakers

- Continue communication with committee chairs

- Appointed individuals for keynote speaker introductions

- Purchased gifts for planning committee

- Collaboration with poets and DJ

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst

wyoungl@aol.com

CATE March (2026) Board Report—since December’s 2025
One: From Bill Younglove—Legislative Analyst (nonvoting)

« Took part in December Kwanzaa Exposition at Long Beach’s Houghton Park.
» Read/Discussed varied books at 4, meeting monthly, clubs.

+ Attended, monthly, the California Writers Club (founded by Jack London

in 1909), of Orange County, in Anaheim, learning from guest writer speakers.

» Zoomed Bookish (Southern CA News Group) monthly—2 author interviews.

» Zoomed NCTE webinar on Al Ethics, plus CDE on Al Awareness, plus
CSULB

OLLI’s, Is That AI?

» Zoomed CDE Literacy webinar (Project ARISE) Unlocking Learner Profiles for
Reading Success, plus NCTE Read and Write webinar.

* Took part in Enduring Voices (via the Holocaust Museum LA), held at the L.A.
Academy

Museum of Motion Pictures; returned during L.A.s "SoCalMuseumsFreeForAll”’
day.
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+ Attended MLKing, Jr. Commemoration at/by the Cerritos Center for
Performing Arts.

* Hosted SCTE morning Board meeting at my house.

* Attended Museum of Tolerance Claude Langmann-related film about his 9 and
Y2 hour Shoah film creation; returned to Simon Wiesenthal Center’s Museum of
Tolerance for Holocaust survivor testimonies, as well as receiving information
about the latest, related publications. Of note is the fact that MOT will be adding
a fourth floor, devoted entirely to the effects of antisemitism upon people’s lives.
« Attended Men of Mystery Board meeting in Huntington Beach.

» Zoomed NCTE webinar on Priten Sounder-Shaw’s Ethical Education
Technology look at present and (5 year) future issues.

« Attended Long Beach (Main) Public Library’s “Writing Is a VERB,” featuring
Writer/Poet Mike

Sonksen, plus two high school students.

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison
dewar@education.ucsb.edu

CWP Liaison Report, March, 2026

The California Writing Project has planned a full-day of events for the James
Gray Memorial Preconvention at CATE. The day’s theme is From Classrooms
to Communities: Teaching Writing for a Democratic Future. We are very
fortunate to have as our morning keynote speaker Nicole Mirra, Associate
Professor of Education at UCLA. Her talk, The Practice of Living: Cultivating
Civic Thriving through Literacy Learning, will kick-off two rounds of breakouts
and an afternoon Spotlight Session with Daniel Buccieri and Kate Rowley. We
have assembled a dynamic line-up of break-out sessions, with six offerings in
two different rounds. The breakout sessions address everything from PK writing
instruction to Al, from Trout to Glitter Jars. It promises to be an educational day.
CWP appreciates the ongoing collaboration with CATE to provide this
preconvention.

Humbly submitted,

Tim Dewar

CWP Executive Director
UCSB

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE

JHowerter@cde.ca.gov

Comprehensive Literacy State Development

The CDE was awarded $38 million in the ED’s 2024 CLSD Award. Information
on this grant can be read in the Eederal Reqister. This opportunity extends over
five years and is designed to advance literacy skills through the use of
evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, including pre-literacy
skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through grade twelve, with an
emphasis on key student groups, including children living in poverty, English
learners, and children with disabilities.

This program, authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 and funds three consortia of COEs in the total amount of $36.1 million
and the final awards are now posted on the CLSD Funding Results web page.
The CDE held an orientation for the LLAs, San Bernadino Superintendent of
Schools, Placer County Office of Education (COE), and Napa COE, and their
COE partners on Friday, January 23, 2026. LLAs are currently planning their
kickoff events to be held this spring and summer.

If you have questions about the CLSD Grant program, please send an email to
CLSDP@cde.ca.gov. Information about the CLSD Grant and accompanying
resources is available on the CDE CLSD web page.

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Program

Assembly Bill (AB) 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022) and Senate
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Bill 114, Section 115 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023) authorized the Literacy
Coaches and Reading Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible school
sites received an allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and
train literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and
implement interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a
list of eligible school sites and frequently asked questions, see the Literacy

Coaches and Reading Specialists Categorial Programs web page.

New LCRS Cohort

With the passage of AB 121, the LCRS grant will have a third cohort of sites
eligible for funding. $200 million dollars will be available to schools to develop
school literacy programs, including dual language immersion and other
programs for multilingual learners, employ and develop literacy coaches and
specialists, and develop and implement interventions for pupils in need of
targeted literacy support, including English learners. Those schools that have
not yet received LCRS funding will be eligible with an unduplicated pupil
percentage of 94 percent or greater for pupils enrolled in kindergarten and
grades 1 to 3, inclusive, based on 2024-25 Fall 1 census day pupil data
submitted through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System.
A technical assistance webinar for this third cohort is posted here, and an
allocation and final apportionment are posted here.

Additionally, another $15 million is available to the CDE to select, via
competitive grant, another COE or consortium of COEs, to support this third
cohort. The Request for Applications (RFA) for this grant closed on February
23. The anticipated project start date is June 2026.

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator Training

For the first two cohorts of the LCRS program, the LCRSET grant awarded a
total of $27 million to the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE) to
develop and provide training for educators to become literacy coaches and
reading and literacy specialists. SCOE, its co-lead Napa COE, and its partners
have started the new year of professional learning. As with last year, there are
several opportunities available for all California educators.

The Expert Webinar series, in partnership with Glean Education, will be a
four-part series featuring Jim Knight. The remaining webinar will be held from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on March 24. Register for sessions here.

The Spring Professional Learning Network, also in partnership with Glean
Education, will be held on April 14 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Reaistration for the LCRSET conference, “Everyone Has the Right to Read”, is
now available! This free conference will be held virtually on June 16, 2026, and
there will be over 50 sessions featuring authors, speakers, and experts across
the nation! The keynote will be delivered by Hilderbrand Pelzer Ill, and
speakers for the sessions include Gabriela Bell Jimenez, Elsa
Cardenas-Hagan, Kimberly Gibbons, Lucy Hart Paulson, Kristen D. Wynn,
Antonio Fierro, Carol Tolman, Michelle Hosp, Jan Hasbrouck, Maria Murray,
Claude Goldenberg, and Young-Suk Kim. Space is limited, so make sure to

register soon!

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs,
and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more
information on the supports that they provide, email their team at
LCRSET@scoe.net.

Free Webinar: California Outcomes Basted Contracting Cohort
Information Session

California is joining Arkansas, Florida, and Texas in advancing outcomes based
contracting—and a free informational webinar on March 5 from 12—1 p.m. will
show districts how to get involved. The Center for Outcomes Based
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Contracting, the CDE, and the California Collaborative for Educational
Excellence will walk through the 2026 California Cohort, which will support up
to ten districts in designing high-dosage tutoring programs with 40 percent or
more of payment tied to student outcomes. Santa Ana Unified School District
has already demonstrated the model's potential, scaling from 42 students to
over 1,100 in one year—with 72 percent meeting at least one contracted

literacy outcome._Read the impact story.

Participation in the cohort is at no cost to districts and includes virtual
learning, expert coaching, and statewide collaboration. Register here!

Literacy Professional Learning

AB 121 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill added Section
33319.6 to the California Education Code , which directs the California State
Board of Education (SBE) to approve and the CDE to post on its internet
website by September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the selection or
development of in-service professional development (PD) programs for
effective means of teaching literacy in transitional kindergarten through grade
five (TK=5), inclusive, with a list of in-service programs that have been deemed
to meet those criteria.

The Invitation to Submit Literacy PD programs for approval is now available on
the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page. In order to be recommended for
SBE approval, programs must align to the Criteria and Guidance for the
Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs approved by the SBE on
November 5, 2025. A technical assistance webinar for the Invitation to Submit
was held on January 7, 2026, and the slides are now posted. Intents to submit
are required and were due by January 12, 2026, and program submissions
were due by February 20, 2026.

Please refer to the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page for the most current
timeline and information. If you have questions, please contact the Professional
Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov.

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention (RII) grant program, known
as Project ARISE, the Contra Costa COE and partners generate and
disseminate professional learning opportunities for kindergarten through grade
twelve public school educators across the state in the areas of evidence-based
literacy instruction, including biliteracy instruction; intensive literacy
interventions; and support of pupils’ executive functioning skills. We are excited
to announce that the RIl grant award has been extended for an additional year
through June 30, 2027.

Educators can access Project ARISE’s five self-paced online courses

on California Educators Together. In addition, Project ARISE is offering a series
of free, virtual, statewide professional learning sessions designed to support
educators in leading literacy instruction and meeting diverse learner needs. Use
the 2025-26 offerings flver to explore session details and register. The next
session is on March 16, 2026, and is titled “Data Driven Teaching: Making
Every Moment Count.”

For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RIl Grant
web page and the Contra Costa COE Project ARISE web page. Connect with
the Project ARISE team at rii@cccoe.k12.ca.us.

News and Literacy for All Webinar Series

The CDE is partnering with the News Literacy Project (NLP) with the support of
Santa Clara COE, Fresno COE, Glenn COE, San Diego COE, and the
California School Library Association to bring you a series of six webinars
centered on news and media literacy skills. The resources and tools shared in
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these webinars are completely free!

e  March 19, 3:30—4:15 p.m.: Algorithms, Building Search Habits
e  April 16, 3:30—4:15 p.m.: Making Sense of Data

For more information and to register for this series, check out our flyer.

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC
cstreet@fullerton.edu

In the new year, ERWC has been actively planning for our ERWC
reception, the ERWC booth, and the ERWC themed sessions that will
be presented in the ERWC strand at the CATE Convention.

CSU funding for the ERWC liaison position remains tenuous, but Chris
will be able to attend the March board meetings and hopes to have
funding to also attend the May board meeting.

ERWC CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Date: Monday, June 29, 2026

Location: Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport - Burlingame, CA
Registration Deadline: Friday, May 15, 2026, or until capacity is
reached.

Conference registration is FREE!

Registration Link: 2026 ERWC Literacy Conference Registration

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Antero Godina Garcia

CALL FOR PRESENTERS

Want to take part and have an active role in this exploration? We
invite you to consider submitting a proposal to facilitate a concurrent
session related to this year’s theme. This year’s conference invites
proposals that explore how choosing trust over control celebrates
student and teacher agency in ERWC classrooms.

Submit your Proposal: Call for Presenters
Proposal Deadline: Friday, March 27, 2026

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison
California Reading and Literature Project

cjago@caroljago.com

March 1, 2026

TO: CATE Board
FROM: Carol Jago, California English editor
RE: March board report

The February issue of California English garnered a huge number of manuscripts, so many
that we have enough to fill the following issue! This is a wonderful problem to have.

Carole LeCren did an absolutely fabulous job putting these articles into InDesign and
putting out the journal on schedule to Sundance Press. We worked together without the
slightest hiccup. This bodes very well for the transfer to the next editor of California
English. At convention in Los Angeles we will be interviewing two candidates for the role.

I will again be giving an editor’s session at convention both to invite CATE members to
contribute to the journal and to garner a new set of reviewers. Our current review team has
dwindled to a few loyal educators. This will need to be a priority for the new editor.

With deep gratitude to the CATE Board for the opportunity to serve as editor for so many
years, this will be my last issue as editor. | will be happy to help the new editor as needed
... and also to stay out of the new editor’s way if that is preferred.

California English
Call for Manuscripts
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May 2026
Joyful Literature

With so much evidence of teenage anxiety, depression, and distraction, could it be time to
infuse the ELA curriculum with uplifting, “lighter” works of literature? Students have always
been drawn to books that make them laugh and offer respite from a grim landscape. What
stories, poems, articles have you used to lighten the mood this school year? What authors
come to mind? How do these texts affect the atmosphere in your classroom?

Deadline April 1, 2026
Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word file to

California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles should be limited to
2,500 words.

Gabriela Gualano, CYRM Representative
gabriela.gualano@gmail.com

We had a CYRM Board Meeting in January 2026 where we welcomed new
CATE representative Kimberly Athans.

Recruitment needs to begin for my replacement who will start as CATE
representative for CYRM in January 2027, though onboarding begins in Fall
2026. Application found HERE.

The 2026-2027 CYRM Nominees were announced at CSLA’'s Conference in
January 2026. The Nominees are as follows:

Primary: Dadaji’s Paintbrush, Don’t Think of Tigers, Gibberish, Knight Owl,
Ursula Upside Down

PBOR: Ancestory, Fire of Stars: The Life and Brilliance of the Woman who
Discovered what Stars are Made Of, Mystery of the Monarchs

Intermediate: Hope in the Valley, In the Beautiful Country, You are Here:
Connecting Flights

Middle School: Good Different, Ruby Lost and Found, Tenth Mistake of Hank
Hooperman

YA: The Agathas, Shut Up, This is Serious, Torch

These titles will be voted on in 2027.
Currently, votes are being accepted for the 2025-2026 Nominees HERE.

Saturday’s CYRM luncheon will feature Ruta Sepetys, winner of the YA
category for her novel | Will Betray You.
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