The California Association of Teachers of English presents the

CATE 2026 Creative Writing Invitation/Showcase

Preserving Narratives, Amplifying Perspectives
In a world full of technology and artificial intelligence, it can be difficult for
unique human voices to be heard. Write a poem, a story, or an essay
exploring this question: What has Al taught you about your own voice?
Consider these ideas as you create your writing piece:
-Does a human voice matter?
-Do you use Al to amplify your own voice?

INVITATION DESCRIPTION: RULES FOR THE WRITER: 3. If an entry is handwritten or
CATE has decided to have a writing | 1.  Read the prompt and let it drawn graphically, scan it in
invitation /showcase instead of a inspire your writing. order to submit it electronically.
contest with place awards. CATE 2. You may submit a short essay, | 4. Each entry must be submitted
will create the annual prompt, and story, or poem. with a cover sheet. Because the
then each local council will accept 3. Submit your entry to your top three showcase entries from
entries and decide on the top three teacher. each council will be posted on
showecase entries. The local council 4. Your entry must be typed CATE's website, we will need
will forward the top three to CATE, or neatly written and then the information from the cover
which will post the local entries on scanned. sheet for posting work publicly
CATEweb.org. 5. Your entry cannot exceed 750- on the internet.
800 words, but of course can 5. Cover sheet: Click on this link
SUBMISSION DIVISIONS: be much shorter. to access the cover sheet:
Entries can be submitted in the 6.  Your entry must be your https:/ / docs.google.com /document/
following divisions: original work from this school d/1RrRBs733Q1BKkMNtgqCkYRgPBTJY
e Grades 3-4 year. 8501n1XqurysIRI /'copy
e Grades 5-6 v Do not include an rsonal 6. Electronic versions (sent
e Grades 7-8 ' i . Yy persona ia e-mail) ired.
information on your entry; via e‘matl) are require
* Grades9-10 y yr E-mail addresses are listed
e Grades 11-12 save that for the cover sheet. .
« College Students below. Select the council that
RULES FOR THE TEACHER corresponds to the county
TO ENTER: SUBMITTING THE ENTRY: where the student's school
Send entries to the local council 1. There is a limit of three student is located. Please put in the
where the teacher's school is located. entries per teacher. SUb_]'f:‘Ct CATE 2026 Creat%ve-
LOOE for thi Coimtly whe;e thi 1 2. Each entry must be an original Writing Invitation Submission.
teacher's school is located in the list work from the current school
LOCAL COUNCIL CONTACTS
AND THEIR COUNTIES
Greater SAN DIEGO  Gina Vattuone gsdcte@gmail.com ¢ Counties: San Diego, Imperial
TUCATE Carol Surabian surabian.carol7@gmail.com e Counties: Tulare and Kings
CENTRAL Liz McAninch elmcaninch@comcast.net e Counties: Sonoma, Napa, Solano, Marin, Alameda, San
Francisco, Contra Costa, San Joaquin, Stanislaus,
Monterey, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Merced, and San Benito
KERN Julie Young julie_young@kernhigh.org e Counties: Kern and Inyo
SOUTHLAND Kylowna Moton motonenglish@gmail.com ¢ Counties: Orange, Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara,
Riverside, and San Bernadino
REDWOOD Kayleigh Tuso kht8@humboldt.edu e Counties: Humboldt, Del Norte, Siskyou, Mendocino,
and Trinity
CAPITOL Yolanda Jimenez yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net e Counties: Placer, El Dorado, Yolo, Amador, Sacramento,
Nevada, Calaveras, Alpine, Tuolumne, Mono
FACET Janina Schulz janina.schulz@fresnounified.org * Counties: Fresno, Mariposa, and Madera
UPPER Jori Krulder jkrulder@pusdk12.org e Counties: Modoc, Shasta, Sierra, Lassen, Tehama,

Plumas, Glenn, Butte, Lake, Colusa, Sutter, Yub




CATE Creative Writing Invitation/Showcase COVER SHEET FOR ENTRY

School Year:

Full Name of Student:

Student’s Mailing Address [including street, city, zip code]

Name of Student’s School

School’s Address

Teacher’s Full Name

Title of Student’s Submission/Entry:

Local Council of CATE to which the entry is being submitted:

[ Greater San Diego [J Redwood [J TUCATE (Tulare
[J Central (] Capitol Area)

J Kern [J FACET (Fresno [J Upper

[J Southland Area)

Parent Permission Slip for Posting Writing on the Internet
(in case the entry is selected to be posted at the state level on CATEweb.org):
[J 1 give permission for my child’s writing entry, if accepted, to be posted on the internet.

[J 1 understand that my child’s first name, last initial, and the CATE council will be the only
identifying features posted with my child’s writing entry.

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date:

Signature: Date:



http://cateweb.org
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