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Board Member Report 

Greg Johnson, Acting Past President  
E-mail:  Since September, I have prepared CATE’s annual report for NCTE, including 

gathering data from many members of the board regarding CATE’s current 
state of affairs. I attended the NCTE national convention in Denver where we 
went to various sections, the Annual business meeting, affiliate meet-ups, and 
discussed CATE’s present and future. I participated in our advisory meeting. 
Locally, I have met with KCTE local members to discuss our upcoming end of 
year functions, and I will be attending our end of year meeting, book exchange, 
and holiday celebration in December. I also submitted KCTE’s financial report 
to Denise Mikkonen for fiscal year July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025. I also worked 
with Dr. Emerson Case to support the One Book Project in Kern County. I 
facilitated ERWC training in Riverside in October and November, two days 
in-person and one day virtually. 

Robb Polski, President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org Since September, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with 

Denise Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events. I attended the 
NCTE national convention in Denver where we went to various sections, the 
Annual business meeting, affiliate meet-ups, and discussed CATE’s present 
and future. I wrote the “President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California 
English and participated in our advisory meeting virtually. Locally, I have met 
with KCTE local members to discuss our upcoming end of year functions, and I 
will be hosting our end of year meeting, book exchange, and holiday 
celebration in December. I have also been involved in our local teachers union, 
KHSTA , as a site representative attending bimonthly meetings, and completed 
the contract negotiation for the 2025-2026 school year. 

  

Respectfully submitted, Robb Polski, President of the California Teachers of 
English 

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026) 
dillon@cchsca.org 

Since we last met, I worked on the December board meeting in terms of 
communication with board members and arranging rooms and food and 
beverages with the hotel staff. I am working with San Diego properties, as well, 
for the May board meeting. I also arranged, with Lori Campbell’s help, the 
advisory board meeting in November. 
I attended the CSC Asilomar conference in October, which features the Central 
reception and gift basket raffle to fund teacher scholarships. I also accepted a 
role on the CSC to help plan future conferences.  
 I was honored to represent the Central Council and CATE at NCTE in 
Denver.NCTE knew Cali was in the house! 

Carole LeCren, Secretary (2027) 
carolelecren@yahoo.com 

I’ve worked on updating the policies based on action items from September’s 
board meeting, maintaining the board roster, creating agenda and board report 
documents, and trying to keep the name placards for board meetings 
up-to-date. 
 
In addition to my duties as secretary, I meet every other Thursday with Katie 
Erpenbach from eventPower to work on entering all presenters and sessions 
into the online agenda database, communicate with presenters and with Cindy 
Conlin in her capacity as registrar, and work with Jennifer Silver and Annie 
Gervais as Convention Co-Coordinators when I have questions about rooms 
and program. I also designed the convention flyer, and worked with Golden Ink 
Litho to print and mail them. This was the first time mailing the flyer through our 
printer instead of through Precision. 
 
As Publications/Social Media Chair, I work with Cindy Conlin as webmaster to 
update and add material on CATEweb.org as needed. 

http://cateweb.org


 
I also worked with Jennifer Silver creating advertising flyers for CATE Connects. 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer 
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

 
 

●​ I attended NCTE, Nov 20-23  Affiliate Breakfast, Affiliate get together, 
and Annual Business Meeting - working on building relationships with 
our area rep.  

●​ Met with Eric from Protax with Items gathered for taxes 
1. Vanguard quarterly account statements showing investment 
income.  
 
2. CATE financial statements for the fiscal year, and June 30, 2025 
account balances. 
Banking Summary 2025  
 
3. Officers, Board Members and key staff  with addresses and 
approximate hours per week and compensation, if any. 
 
4. Contributions or grants of $5,000 or more with addresses.  
 
5. All Council financial reports for the fiscal year and ending cash 
balances. 
 
6. Accomplishments for the year with costs and revenues of major 
programs. 
 
7. Any changes in governance, policies, and organization from last 
fiscal year - 

 
●​ Taxes electronically field - CPA fees Protax - $900  
●​ $100 paid to Department of Justice - Taxes for non profit status 
●​ Worked with Greg Johnson on items needed for NCTE annual report 
●​ Worked with Michael/Gene/Paul providing mailing list for CE 
●​ Reserved NCTE rooms for those attending 

 
Day to day entry in quicken and monitoring of Chase Account - items of 
note 

●​ Received $1,000 donation from Fristom Trust 
●​ Convention expenses for 

○​ Golden Ink $1090.40 flyers 
○​ Compubase $306.18 
○​ Eventpower $9,717  

●​ $4,550 paid to Conlin 10/7/23 - Registrar agreement $3,300, web 
services $1,250 

●​ $4,640 CE Michale Jago  
●​ $800 Editor fee Carol Jago  
●​ CRA $400 
●​ Deposit Town and Country $5,000 convention 2028 
●​ Paul Neufield 1,275 (3 months) 

 
Upcoming Expenses 

●​ Eventpower $9,717  1/1 
 

Annie Gervais, Convention Co-Coordinator 
agervais451@gmail.com 

 Since September, we have met with and/or frequently emailed with our teams 
from EventPower, Curtin, our delightful 2026 Chair, Russo’s Bookstore, and the 
convention hotel to address registration details, programming, local committee 
appointments, promotional and programming details, and more.  
 
I have also started negotiations with the Hilton for AV for 2026 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention As Southland Rep: Since September, I organized our annual young writers’ 



Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

festival and facilitated two successful CATE Connects seminars. I gathered all 
award and scholarship nomination materials for the December board meeting. 
It was a pleasure to represent my local and state affiliates as a presenter at 
NCTE in Denver. It’s always a family reunion at NCTE and I’m so for the 
opportunity to reconnect. 
 
As Convention Co-Coordinator: Since September, we have met with and/or 
frequently emailed with our teams from EventPower, Curtin, our delightful 2026 
Chair, Russo’s Bookstore, and the convention hotel to address registration 
details, programming, local committee appointments, promotional and 
programming details, and more.  

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET 
Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

Continued with our CATE Spotlight bookclub moving into Poetry for the Nov. 
read and research articles for Dec.  
 
Kristie attended the Asilomar Conference in Oct. and participated in 
“Contemporary Joyful Texts” sessions and Janina attended NCTE in Nov. 
 
Kristie visited the ELA methods course at CSUF to discuss professional 
networks, the role of CATE & FACET is my own development from mentorship, 
connections, support, research, and developing continued expertise and 
learning through opportunities at state and local levels. Promoted CATE 
membership and conference, HIdden Gems scholarship.  
 
Kristie submitted a chapter draft for publication by ELATE/NCTE This project is 
from a group of professors partnered with secondary teachers representing 
several areas in the US to discuss justice-centered teaching and approaches. 
She hopes to submit an excerpt to California English once finished.  

Lisa Perry, Central Rep 
perryl@esuhsd.org 

Met with Susan and Liz via zoom in October.  
-​ We discussed Asilomar and the growing price - how might we be able 

to cut back on some costs? How do we get more participation in the 
Reception? Perhaps more advertising? Overall, the cost was high 
and it seems as though it will be higher -  Liz to meet with CSC and 
report back.  

-​ We also discussed how to grow the Central Council. I made a new 
Facebook Page and intend to make a new IG page to help grow our 
audience.  

-​ We talked about Central’s nomination for Teacher of Excellence. 
Susan has been a great help with this as I am still learning all the 
ropes! 

 
I sent out an introduction email to Central Council members. 21 emails were 
bounced back.  
 
I continue to learn the ropes and hope to see some growth in our Central 
Council community leading up to and after convention time!  

Dr. Yolanda Jimenez, Capitol Rep 
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

Capitol co-hosted CATE Connects with Southland in November 

Nicole Brown and Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE 
Reps 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 
ginavattuone@gmail.com 

 

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

 

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail.com 

December 2025 
Redwood Report 
 
Since we returned home from our September Board meeting, Joan Williams 
and I have met regularly to discuss our Junior High Classroom Excellence 
Award nominee, ideas to bolster involvement in our Council, and our CATE 
Connects presentation. 

mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org


 
Our Writing Project (RWP) partners are much more involved with classroom 
teachers than Joan and I, so we always seek their input. After receiving their 
nomination, I began the process of asking for recommendation letters and her 
information for the form. We usually make a presentation in front of the school, 
but we are being asked to come for their monthly staff meeting instead. I have 
not set that up yet, as we will have to wait until the beginning of January. 
 
Early in November, Joan and I met with Nicolette Amann, the RWP 
administrator to discuss the Writing Contest. They have a new person stepping 
in to coordinate with our Humboldt County Office of Education (HCOE) liaison 
and Joan Williams, who writes the Humboldt Sponsors’ grant application for our 
booklets. We discussed creating a rubric and how the contest will function with 
our new coordinator in place. 
 
Once again we held our CATE Connects during November, Indigenous Peoples 
Month; subsequently, we asked Jade Tyner, an enrolled Yurok Tribal member 
who grew up on the Yurok Reservation.  She holds a Master’s degree in School 
Psychology, and a minor in American Indian Education from Cal Poly Humboldt. 
Jade has served Native communities as a school psychologist with the 
Klamath-Trinity Joint Unified School District and later as a county office of 
education administrator overseeing school-based mental health services for 
multiple districts. She now serves as the Program Consultant for American 
Indian Education at the California Department of Education and is pursuing a 
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership to advance equity for Native 
students statewide. Jade’s presentation centered on creating an environment 
that embraces cultural diversity is crucial for fostering a positive and enriching 
educational experience. Her premise is that culturally inclusive classrooms not 
only celebrate the differences among students, but also promote mutual 
understanding and respect. Our audience was primarily students in the 
credential program. 
 
Finally, we have a new Resolutions Committee member, Amy Conley, who will 
be joining us in March and potentially stepping in as our Redwood Council 
President. 
 

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmail.com 

I worked as a coach with five student teachers this semester. Their enthusiasm 
and optimism give me hope for the Profession. Their mentor teachers seem to 
gain some enthusiasm from them too. 
TUCATE worked on finding a candidate for the Classroom Excellence Award. I 
feel we were successful with our nominee. We are looking forward to the 
convention and hope to have a strong showing. 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep 
jkrulder@pusdk12.org 

Along with teaching AP lLit, I’ve continued in my role as lead teacher, principally 
supporting new teachers, as well as supporting teachers with various issues, 
primarily classroom management based. This has also given me the 
opportunity to start working with a small group on civil discourse skills. I’m 
currently working in a fellowship that supports this work and we are using the 
improvement science methodology to do this work.. 
 
Also, I presented with a colleague  at NCTE in Denver and attended the affiliate 
breakfast. It was lovely to see many of my CATE colleagues there.  

Annemarie Cortez, MAL Elementary (2028) 
annemarie.cortez@cnusd.k12.ca.us Over the past quarter, I’ve continued supporting districtwide literacy efforts 

through several committees and training. I serve on the Elementary Literacy 
Implementation Committee, where we focus on ensuring all students read by 
the end of third grade through data monitoring, root-cause analysis, and 
targeted professional development. I also serve on the Elementary Special 
Education Taskforce, working to strengthen collaboration between general 
education and special education so all students with disabilities receive quality 



literacy  instruction from preschool through sixth grade. 

Additionally, our school is participating in multiple CDE professional learning 
opportunities connected to the Literacy Coach and Reading Specialist (LCRS) 
Grant, with a particular emphasis on improving outcomes for our multilingual 
learners. These state trainings work to address literacy inequities and build 
teacher capacity across the state.  

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2028) 
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified (2026) 
aparkerteacher@aol.com 

 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified 
(2027) 
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

 

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2026) 
kylowna@gmail.com 

 

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council (2027) 
joanlwilliams@gmail.com 

Since the September meeting, I have been assisting Redwood Council with the 
classroom excellence award and searching for new leadership for the council. 
We  met with RWP leadership to form a stronger partnership between our 
council, RWP and our Humboldt County Office of Education leadership in order 
to share our resources and streamline how we interact with English Language 
Arts teachers locally. As a small rural council, we need to work together. 

In addition to working with Redwood Council, I have reached out to Carole, 
Susan, and Lori to try to resolve our issues related to the loss of Precision. Lori 
has been frustrated by slow responses to her requests for information from the 
membership processor. We hope to have all stakeholders  provide input about 
their roles as we attempt to codify what we need from outside vendors as well 
as what our elected Board members identify as their responsibilities. Clear 
communication about roles is essential so that we can solve any issues. 

I have been assisting our local Author Festival to secure the authors for our 
next festival in 2026. The theme of the festival is “Find Friends in Books.” 

We have not received many scholarship applications, so perhaps we will want 
to extend the deadline and keep encouraging people to apply for them. 

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary (2027) 
frankmata32@gmail.com 

Since September board meeting: 
 

1.​ NCTE in Denver was an amazing experience connecting with folks 
and getting CATE more visibility. Specifically, I worked to showcase 
how much CATE is doing and what we represent to NCTE.  

2.​ I’ve been working with the DEI committee on furthering our aims 
within CATE’s mission statement: Mosaic Moment, May’s Mosaic 
discussion for that board meeting 

3.​ Personally, I was able to present a 4-hour workshop at NCTE and 
made further connections through that experience 
 

 

Amber White, MAL Middle (2026) 
ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

Since the September board meeting I have: 
 

1.​ Settled into my new teaching position in a new district 
2.​ Continued posting content on the social media accounts for CATE 

focusing on the convention, CATE Connects and California English. 
3.​ Created the splash pages for the app used in convention as well as 

the web based home screen 
4.​ Worked with Cindy Conlin to get a CATEweb email created - 

socialmedia@cateweb.org 
5.​ Created a CATE Canva account with the new email  



6.​ Started moving all branded elements over to the new account 
7.​ Found out CATE has an X account- need to get access to this 
8.​ Took a class on using AI to generate assessments 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair (2027) 
membership@cateweb.org 

As of Friday, December 5th, I have not received an updated membership report 
for November. In addition, the October report has some major issues. At this 
time, I really have no idea how many we have in membership. 
 
There are several issues since we have made the move from Precision to 
having contracted  to keep our records. Paul Neufeld

1.​ Paul answers very few of my emails. I often have to make requests 
2-3 times. 

2.​ I have to ask each month for the report to be sent. I should be 
receiving them by the last day of the month, but I have been getting 
them sometime around the middle of the next month. 

3.​ October’s report showed a glaring error in the total number of 
members. It’s as if many of the lines were hidden, but I could not fix 
it. I emailed Paul to look at this on November 1st, but he still has not 
responded. This may only be the report for the new members, 
renewals, and Asilomar participants for the month. I’m not sure if the 
council reports are accurate. 

4.​ Paul is not sending out the emails for new members and renewal 
reminders. These were sent to him after the September meeting, but 
I have heard from at least two new members who never received 
their information.  

 
We discovered that in previous board reports, the links to the full membership 
lists were published. I have looked at the last 2 years worth of reports and 
found those that still had live links to our membership lists. I let 

and Cindy Conlin know which ones needed to be taken down Carole LeCren
and revised (four in total). Therefore, I will no longer be providing lists in the 
Google format just for our own protection. I will only be providing lists in Excel 
spreadsheets.  
 
I gathered swag for Frank Mata to give out at NCTE. It was sent to Susan Dillon 
who would deliver it for me, but despite the guarantee from USPS that it would 
be delivered prior to Susan’s departure, it did not. My apologies to Frank and 
Susan. We should probably anticipate this need in the future. I can bring a 
small parcel to the September meeting if we continue to have a booth at NCTE.  
 
I continue to serve on the Communications Committee for ERWC providing 
information about the convention. We meet monthly through Zoom. 
 
I have been quite ill over the past few weeks, so my work for CATE has been 
limited. This is why I am not able to attend the board meeting today.  

Dr. Rita Suh, CATE 2026 Chair 
ritasuh1@gmail.com 

●​ Speakers: Click Here 
●​ Shared books/publishers and accommodations information 

appropriate parties 
●​ I contacted an editor with a national email list to include CATE’s conference 

call for proposals. 
●​ I reached out and spoke directly to the following contacts to share our flyer: 

●​ UCLA Center X 
●​ UCLA School of Education 
●​ School Districts: 

○​ Los Angeles 
○​ Long Beach 
○​ Torrance 
○​ Wiseburn 
○​ Inglewood 
○​ Lennox 

●​ College of Education at the following CSUs: 

mailto:gotmail@ucpsd.org
mailto:carolelecren@yahoo.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UrTgrzVu747Zdr2fkx5Jrtn5T4xoBo30/view?usp=sharing


○​ Long Beach 
○​ Los Angeles  
○​ Fullerton 
○​ Dominguez Hills 
○​ San Bernardino 
○​ Pomona 

●​ Our keynote speakers' agents to post on their websites 
●​ Presented & shared at Los Angeles County of Education and CCTE 

(Ca. Council on Teacher Education) conferences 
●​ The following contacts said, “No thank you” to sharing our flyer: 

●​ Orange County Office of Education 
●​ Hawthorne School District  
●​ Compton District 
●​ Lawndale District 

●​ Need clarification: parking for student teachers, signage on podium & stage 

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst 
wyoungl@aol.com 

CATE 4th Quarter (since 9/2025] Board Report)— 
From/By Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst (nonvoting) Liaison 
  
• Took part in four book club monthly gatherings, plus two Book Fairs (at Once 
Read Books and Belmont Shore Book Fair);  then Zoomed monthly SCNG 
Bookish. I highly recommend James. 
• Took part in CWC* of Orange County’s monthly meetings with speakers and 
networking        ​ *(California Writers Club was founded by Jack London in 
1909). 
• Attended SCTE’s Board meeting and Write Night at Arvida Book Company in 
Tustin, CA. 
• Attended Chapman University’s The Commandant’s Shadow film about the 
Auschwitz Rudolf Höss family. Attended, also, the annual Kristallnacht 
observance, via Holocaust survivor and scholar. 
• Attended L.A. Zocalo’s CA’s 175th state’s founding: Journalist Joe 
Mathew’s/panels examining the state’s future. 
• Attended CSULB’s Banned Books Week, with CATE member Professor 
Stephanie Johnson interviewing a banned author. 
• Zoomed CA Council for Social Studies Curriculum, Instruction, and 
Assessment Committee meeting. 
• Hosted mystery writer Mike Befeler at 25th annual Men of Mystery gathering at 
the Long Beach Grand. 
• Took part in Veterans Day (USMC) commemoration at Cerritos Civil Center. 
• Read The Nazi [Hermann Göring] and the Psychiatrist [Dr. Douglas Kelley]; 
viewed related Nuremberg film. 
• Mailed President Robb updated information on current Teaching of Reading 
quest, success, and ongoing concerns. 
 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison 
dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

The California Writing Project continues to plan for the James Gray Memorial 
Preconvention in March 2026. Our keynote speaker will be Nicole Mirra, author and 
editor of multiple books on civic engagement in the English classroom. Her 
presentation will support our theme: From Classrooms to Communities: Teaching 
Writing for a Democratic Future. 
  
CWP Regional sites continue to offer a variety of programs for teachers in all 
grade levels. Along with workshops series on topics such generative AI and 
environmental literacy, many sites have been particularly working to support 
teacher-writers to share with the public views from inside today’s classroom. 
This has led to a number of articles in California English. We are grateful for the 
venue for teachers’ voices that is California English. 
  
Humbly submitted, 
Tim Dewar 
CWP Liaison 
Executive Director, CWP 
UCSB 
 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov 

 
  



Chris Street, Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.edu 

 
 

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison 
California Reading and Literature Project 
cjago@caroljago.com 

 

Mary Beth Barber, CYRM, 
marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov  
(representing Gabriela Gualano, CYRM 
Representative 
gabriela.gualano@gmail.com and Aimee 
Korynta, CYRM Representative 
aimeekorynta@gmail.com  

(Mary Beth is representing all members for the CYRM committee as a northern 
CA member; Aimee had a scheduling conflict and Gabriela can represent at 
southern California board meetings) 

The CYRM reading and nominations committee met on October 11 and voted 
on the nominations for the 2026-27 year. This meeting – normally a required 
in-person meeting for the committee and taking place in Los Angeles at the 
middle school where Gabriela is the teacher librarian – was complicated by 
airline travel insecurities.  

When the news that Burbank airport was suffering from an air-traffic controller 
shortage and flights would likely be significantly delayed, the CYRM 
administrators opted to present a zoom option for committee members who had 
planned on flying for a same-day meeting and could have potentially been 
stuck at the airport with delayed flights. 

The hybrid meeting was not ideal, but the discussion and voting process was 
significantly improved by the coordination of the members, particularly Gabriela 
as location host. (Both Mary Beth Barber and Aimee Korynta, who reside in 
Sacramento County, opted to zoom in versus risk air-travel delays.) 

The nominations will be announced at the California School Library Association 
(CSLA) conference (Jan 29-Feb 1). Students will have 14 months to read the 
books for this round of nominations, with votes (submitted by an educator or 
librarian) due by April 1, 2027. 

(Quick reminder: there’s a current list of nominations, with votes due by April 1, 
2026. See list here: Nominees — California Young Reader Medal) 

January marks the change in the nominations committee representatives from 
CATE. Mary Beth completes her three-year commitment in December 2025, 
and Gabriela will be the lead committee member. Aimee is second in line, and 
Kim Athans (approved in 2024) will begin her three-year term in January.  

Kim has already been briefed by the other CATE representatives via an 
hour-long video call, and will meet with the rest of the CYRM committee at the 
in-person meeting in January 2026 in Los Angeles at Paul Revere Middle 
School (Gabriela as host). 

While Mary Beth will no longer be a reader for CYRM, she intends to assist with 
the various communications components of the program. Please see the 
annual report for more information. 

Also in the annual report: the selection of CATE-board approved committee 
members well in advance of fall 2025 greatly assisted the coordination 
components for CYRM, as did the outreach for applicants at the CATE 
convention. We strongly encourage this level of outreach for all future 
conventions, as well as the invitations and board approvals for CYRM members 
well in advance of the start of their terms.  

For more information and thoughts on how to improve CYRM from a CATE 
lens, please see Mary Beth’s comments in the Annual Report. 
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