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Board Member Report 

Greg Johnson, Acting Past President  
E-mail:  

 

Robb Polski, President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org 

Since May, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with Denise 
Mikkonen and Susan to discuss CATE finances and health of bank and 
investment accounts and upcoming meetings and events.   I worked on the 
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and 
participated in our September meeting advisory meeting virtually.  Locally, I 
worked with Dr Hamilton-Bunch on planning our beginning of the year 
meeting/gathering.   

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026) 
dillon@cchsca.org 

Since May, I have been contacting various properties for our board meetings, 
as well as emailing board members in reference to accommodations. I have 
also communicated  with Robb Polski and Denise Mikkonen in reference to the 
finance committee. I arranged the date for the Advisory Call and am grateful for 
Lori Campbell who generates the Google Meet Link and Carole LeCren who 
does the agenda prep. I am so pleased that the marvelous Lisa Perry is the 
new Central rep, and I look forward to working with her whether at our 
upcoming Asilomar conference, CATE 2026, local outreach, and beyond, all in 
service to our membership.  

Carole LeCren, Secretary (2027) 
carolelecren@yahoo.com 

I’ve been working on maintaining and updating content on CATEweb.org with 
Cindy Conlin, advertising and call for presenters for CATE 2026 with Rita Suh, 
and policy updates, board roster,  and other institutional memory requirements 
with Joan Williams and Susan Dillon, as well as convention and CATE 
Connects content/advertising with Jennifer Silver. 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer 
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

Since the last board meeting I have continued to keep the books current for 
CATE:  

●​ Processing deposits  
●​ Updating books using Quicken 
●​ Keeping accounts payable up to date 
●​ Closed out 24-25 fiscal year 
●​ Paid NCTE dues 
●​ Worked with hotels with processing cost payments (convention, 

board meetings) 
●​ Reserved rooms for NCTE they sell out fast 
●​ Collected items for end of year taxes from councils, etc. Missing 

FACET 
●​ Meet with new CPA for tax filing Eric Schorder@protax 
●​ Worked with Michael on gathering information for Postage Report 

needed for Bulk rate and certificate of ownership 
●​ Worked with Gene at Sundance regarding CE distribution 
●​ Delivered the Postage Report to Main Post office  
●​ Delivered a copy of CE to Post Office for review (ad sizes - never had 

to before) 
●​ Participated in Advisory Call 
●​ Made first payment to eventPower 
●​ Worked with Rita on contracts for speakers, forms, payments 
●​ Collected membership data from Paul to compute membership 

monies for councils 
●​ Started a monthly treasure to do chart 
●​ Worked with Cindy Conlin creating a procedure for collecting 

advertising monies via credit card 

Annie Gervais, Convention Co-Coordinator 
agervais451@gmail.com 

Convention Co-Coordinator: 
Summer always means site visits in convention coordinating. We were pleased 
to scout around San Diego for a CATE 2028 site. We think you’ll be pleased 
with our site proposal! We continued communicating regularly with our CATE 

http://cateweb.org


2026 Chair and arranging registration logistics with EventPower and our 
Registrar. Looking forward to a fantastic return to Los Angeles in March! 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

SCTE: 
This summer, Southland board members and other members again partnered 
with the LA Conservancy to read and  review all books on the People and 
Places Booklist, publishing online and print reading guides for each text. We 
look forward to co-hosting CATE Connects, featuring children’s book author 
Rose Vina,in September and celebrating young writers at our annual Write 
Night Festival, coming in October. In addition, I filed our affiliate’s annual report 
with NCTE and I’m preparing a workshop for this year’s annual convention in 
Denver. 
 
Convention Co-Coordinator: 
Summer always means site visits in convention coordinating. We were pleased 
to scout around San Diego for a CATE 2028 site. We think you’ll be pleased 
with our site proposal! We continued communicating regularly with our CATE 
2026 Chair and arranging registration logistics with EventPower and our 
Registrar. Looking forward to a fantastic return to Los Angeles in March! 

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET 
Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

 
Janina Schulz and Kristie Leyba are sharing the president role for FACET this 
school year. We met over the summer to plan out our year and we are so 
excited to lean into the Preserving Narratives, Amplifying Perspectives theme 
for CATE 2026 with our FACET events. We purchased Ruta Sepetys' book The 
Bletchley Riddle, Desiree Zamorano's book Dispossessed, Matthew Cuban's 
poetry book All Brown Boys Get Trumpets, and Shonda Buchanan's book The 
Lost Songs of Nina Simone for members who attend our series of discussions 
leading up to CATE. Events will be held in September, October, November, 
January, and February. We will discuss one of the 4 books at each event, and 
then we will discuss articles by Bettina Love and Heather Macias at the 5th 
event. 
  
Our kickoff event was held on August 28 at Gazebo Gardens for members and 
prospective members. At the event we gave out copies of The Bletchley Riddle, 
which is the book we will discuss at our September event. 
 
We have our schedule of events planned for the whole year. We will invite 
teachers to share class projects at different events and we will discuss 
resolutions ideas at our October event. 
 
FACET will continue to encourage teachers in the region to submit proposals to 
CATE 2026 and attend the convention.  

Lisa Perry, Central Rep 
perryl@esuhsd.org 

On August 13th, I met with Susan Dillon to go over my new role as Central 
Rep. We talked about Asilomar, Convention, board meetings, and some ideas 
to recruit new members.  
 
The hope moving forward is for me to learn the ropes and start working on 
reaching out to members. I would love to revamp Central Council’s website and 
social media presence in order to get more members!  

Dr. Yolanda Jimenez, Capitol Rep 
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

Submitted by Annie Gervais in Yolanda’s place- Capitol has not met over the 
summer. We transitioned to a new treasurer in June, and have plans to work on 
completing the steps to be an NCTE affiliate.  

Nicole Brown and Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE 
Reps 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 
ginavattuone@gmail.com 

 

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

This summer, we were able to work with our local high school district to arrange 
financial support for Brian Melgar to attend the South Coast Writing Project in 
Santa Barbara.   

mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org


 
Following our September CATE Board of Directors Meeting, we will hold our fall 
KCTE BOD Meeting to plan for Fall activities and create a master calendar for 
the school year. In an effort to include more members in leadership, each board 
member is encouraged to invite an interested colleague to this board meeting. 
 

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail.com 

On June 1, we celebrated our writing contest winners with the students and 
their families; thanks again to Joan Williams and Humboldt Sponsors, each 
winner and their teacher received an anthology with their published entry. In 
August, I took my copy of California English over to the new principal at Hoopa 
Elementary School so that she was aware and could celebrate their published 
winner. 
 
Later in June, I met with our potential candidate to discuss sharing or 
relinquishing the Redwood Council mantle; unfortunately, she was unable to 
commit to the time obligation of being on the CATE Board. Joan and I will meet 
again to discuss other candidates. 
 
Redwood CATE and the Redwood Writing Project continue to partner and 
support one another. I have posted all CATE programs such as the convention 
information and teasers, as well as CATE Connects and Carol Jago postings to 
our local Facebook page. I have also included NCTE postings and anything 
that seemed interesting or English coursework related.  
 
Later this fall, I will start trying to connect with our members. I hope to have a 
meeting in person and include a Zoom link for anyone who cannot be there 
(distance is always a factor). I will be searching for our next awardee recipient 
(Middle, I think) and reaching out to teachers who may want to apply for a 
scholarship. 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention  
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

see my previous report, above 

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmail.com 

TUCATE was able to fund six teachers with a Minigrant to help them begin the 
new school year. We had multiple candidates and were excited to make some 
small wishes come true. 
We joined with FACET over the summer to establish a book club for 
FACET/TUCATE members and nonmembers. I attended the first meeting, but 
was not able to be at the second. I look forward to more joint ventures with 
FACET. 
We are still looking for people to help out on the board, always a challenge. 
We are looking forward to participating in the 2026 CATE convention. 
I am continuing to work with Initial Student Teachers; I have five students this 
semester. I enjoy seeing the enthusiasm these new English teachers exhibit. 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep 
jkrulder@pusdk12.org 

This summer, I was able to join with other English educators as part of the 
Northern California Writers’ Project. It was the culmination of a full school year 
of remote and in-person meetings supporting each other in addressing a 
problem of practice in our classes. In addition to a fantastic session of forest 
therapy, which I plan to bring to my campus, we shared our work using the 
continuous improvement process. 
 
We hit the ground running this year as school started and I’m planning on 
presenting with a colleague at NCTE this November on using The Hero’s 
Journey and Poetry to engage students with real life applications. 

Annemarie Cortez, MAL Elementary (2028) 
annemarie.cortez@cnusd.k12.ca.us 

As a new CATE Board Member, I can share some of the literacy-focused work 
happening at my site and within CNUSD. At Coronita Elementary, our 
schoolwide focus has consistently been on literacy, with a particular emphasis 
on writing over the past few years. Coronita is currently in the fourth year of the 
five-year LCRSET grant. This week, I had the opportunity to present at the 
Riverside County Office of Education (RCOE) Literacy Network to fellow 



grantees, highlighting the work being done at our site, the impact on student 
learning, and how we have allocated grant funds.  
 
In addition, I am serving my second year on CNUSD’s Elementary Literacy 
Implementation Committee. Our committee uses current data and research to 
develop recommendations for district stakeholders aimed at increasing student 
reading achievement as measured by Lexile growth. 

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2028) 
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org I have been preparing new curriculum and assessments with my colleagues for 

our English classes this year, and ramping up for our forensics speech and 
debate tournament season. Our team this year has more than doubled in size 
from last year’s team and I have a lot of coaching ahead to get our new 
members up to speed. In addition to assisting my students with research for 
debate I have been following current political events and issues affecting 
teachers to begin selecting ideas for future resolutions to propose for CATE 
approval/publication. 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified (2026) 
aparkerteacher@aol.com 

Started the school year, Vice Chapter Chair of our local teacher’s union 
(UTLA). In March I completed a grant proposal and was awarded a $90K 
Perkins Grant for my CTE theatre program this school year. I have been    
participating in a collaborative book writing with my doctoral peer, Rita Suh, 
and my dissertation chair, Dr. Sylvia Rousseau. The book is a compilation of 
essays from various educators and social justice agents. It takes a critical 
look at Democracy and Education. I worked with 2026 Convention Chair, Rita 
Suh as needed. I sent eblasts to our local SCTE council for our calendar 
events. 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified 
(2027) 
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

Ditto to Carol Surabian’s post. 
Orosi High School students and I continue to work with my Taiwanese friends, 
providing support with multilingual learner supports. I worked with San Joaquin 
Valley Writing Project as the Associate Director of Equity and Diversity. This 
summer we partnered with BreakBox Thought Collective 
(https://www.breakboxthoughtcollective.org/) during our Joy and Justice 
Teacher Leader Summer Retreat at Fresno State. We will continue to work with 
BreakBox  this spring with their Power to the Pen youth program. OHS 
participating in the ERWC 9th grade Pilot this year, and we love some of the 
new, creative, and interactive culminating tasks! 

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2026) 
kylowna@gmail.com 

I am still on sabbatical. I missed the Convention and May meeting due 
to personal/family commitments. I arranged the scholarship selection 
before the Convention. I organized the SCTE portion of the writing 
contest, and helped Jennifer prepare for our third annual Write Night to 
celebrate our local writing contest winners. 
 
Also, I (and two co-authors) finally submitted a book proposal to NCTE 
on decolonizing the classroom. We have been working on this project 
for 2-3 years, and we finally finished the sample chapters and the rest 
of the prospectus. Yay. 
 

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council (2027) 
joanlwilliams@gmail.com I continue to serve as a co-coordinator of the Humboldt County Children’s 

Author Festival. We are currently working on finding our 25 authors who will 
attend the October 2026 event. As I have stated previously, the festival is a 
massive local undertaking, placing the authors at approximately 60 schools 
during the three-day event. Check it out at www.authorfest.org., or come to see 
it in person October 14-17, 2026. 

I revised and updated the Welcome to the CATE Board letter and sent it out to 
newcomers. I also updated the calendar created by the 
Leadership/Membership Committee and will post it in the Board Info section of 

https://www.breakboxthoughtcollective.org/
http://www.authorfest.org


the website after we make any necessary updates/revisions. 

Locally, I assisted in recognizing our writing contest winners at a reception in 
their honor at our beautiful Carnegie Library. I additionally have been working to 
assist our council president in building our local council leadership. 

As Leadership/Membership Chair, I attended the Advisory meeting, developed 
the agenda, and conferred with Lori Campbell regarding Membership issues 
and needs. 

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary (2027) 
frankmata32@gmail.com 

-At this year’s first board meeting I plan on introducing an idea brought to me 
from Kylowna: to do our “Active Mission Statement” portion of each board 
meeting to a singular activity at just one board meeting of the year. ​
​
-This summer I was appointed to NCTE’s Global Citizens’ committee where 
literacy educators across the country gather to inform and advise NCTE 
leadership from a lens of global citizenry. Each member will publish their own 
work that will be issued through NCTE’s platforms. I look forward to continuing 
to build capacity to make CATE that much more visible at the national level. 
 
-Also, since I last saw everyone, I was invited to work with the ERWC module 
writing team in Monterey last spring. Lori Cambell was there as well. CATE 
continues to have a strong presence within their network. Many of the 
conversations about literacy development overlap with CATE’s aim to also 
foster the same mission. 

Amber White, MAL Middle (2026) 
ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

Since May, I have worked with Rita to lock in color schemes and hashtags to 
use for the social media branding for CATE 2026. I learned how to create 
videos using AI, which was what was used to help announce this year’s theme 
on Instagram and Facebook. I rebranded both the Facebook and Instagram 
pages with the new Logo and Header using the 2026 colors. All templates for 
the different types of social media posts have been created and I am now 
working on the schedule for postings for the rest of the year. The next step for 
social media is to create a CATE LinkedIn page. 
 
Locally, I redesigned the logo and branding for Capitol Council and started 
updating those social media pages. 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair (2027) 
membership@cateweb.org 

Membership Breakdown 

 
 
This summer, I carefully looked through the NCTE website to search for 
scholarships and awards for which our members or our affiliate may be eligible. 
The list linked here shows the awards provided both nationally and to affiliate 
councils. They are hyperlinked to the NCTE pages that describe each award. 
Most notably, I would recommend that the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
committee take a look at the affiliate awards because we may be able to 
nominate our “Hidden Gems” winners for one or more of these awards.  
 
I also reviewed the emails that we will want to send out to expiring membership 
holders and also to new members. In committee, I would like to discuss 
whether we want to process snail mail reminders or rely solely on email 
reminders. We also will not be providing membership cards, so I am composing 
a new email to new members to explain their benefits and how to use their 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e1B3qNBHyIZyMnvMTBRoL4HiBNLnODyyI-z9h1MBFt0/edit?usp=sharing


membership numbers.  
 
I attended the ERWC summer leadership conference in Long Beach in June of 
2025 representing CATE with a table. We did give away more books, but 
because the conference schedule was changed after the last meeting of the 
year, I didn’t have a chance to actually do the drawing. Instead, we just had to 
send out the list of winners to have them come pick up the books. I would like 
to discuss in a future committee meeting our presence at this conference. I 
know that 4-5 members renewed their memberships at the booth, but 
considering we lost 15 members over the summer, it may not have been worth 
the expense of the books. ERWC also gave away the same books to the 
attendees of the committee as part of their marketing of the new 7th and 8th 
grade modules. The communication with this organization has broken down a 
bit, and I’m not sure this was successful.  
 
I had a personal issue with NCTE and my membership over the summer. 
Apparently, my autopay card expired, but they didn’t try to run the newly edited 
card. I had to personally contact membership to ask them to re-run it, which 
they did successfully. I would recommend that all board members verify online 
that their memberships are current, especially if they are relying on auto-renew 
features.  
 
Finally, I have been pricing the new gift to be given away at convention in 
March and will be sharing that with the committee.  

Dr. Rita Suh, CATE 2026 Chair 
ritasuh1@gmail.com 

- Board Presentation: Click Here 
- All speakers have been contracted. Approximately $49,250 total, but don’t 
have DJ fee yet. View planning sheet here. 
- I have publisher information for each ~ need to connect with Bookstore Chair 
- Poets want to sign books after Poetry Jam ~ is it too late? 
- I’ve also reached out to surrounding districts and received contact information 
to send out flyers when it’s ready. 
- Still need the following Chairs: New Teachers Booth/Reception, Photographer, 
Student Teacher/Volunteer 

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst 
wyoungl@aol.com 

CATE Board Report—from Legislative Liaison, Bill Younglove (since 
5/3-4/2025): 
5/12—L.A. Central Library’s AnneFrankLA (annual) Day, in Mark Taper Forum 
(via cofounders Dutch Holocaust survivors’ family). 
5/22—Journalist Emily Chang at Long Beach Distinguished Speaker Series. 
5/29—Clifford Lester, Cypress Emeritus Professor of Photography/Gallery 
tour; mother, Ursula Lowenbach, made appearances in Anne Frank’s Diary. 
---------------- 
6/6--California Writers Club of Orange County—Author Daniel Weizman, on 
The “W.H.O.C.A.R.E.S.” device for writing fiction. 
6/21—SCTE Virtual Board Meeting 9-12. 
6/23—ERWC Literacy Conference Long Beach Marriott Airport Plaza— 
Leaning into Liminality: A Return to Language, Wonder, and Inspiration. 
--------------- 
7/14-18--CSULB (annual) Holocaust Workshop for Teachers—U.S. Responses 
To the Holocaust. I presented on the USHMM’s (15) Guidelines to Teaching the 
Holocaust/Genocide 
7/21-24--Midwest Holocaust Education Consortium (annual) in St. Louis/ 
Feldman Museum 
8/3—Simon Wiesenthal Center Museum of Tolerance/ Anne Frank Exhibit Tour; 
Academy Award winning Genocide film showing/interview with Rabbi Cooper. 
Personal share of (former CSULB alumnus) Sam Totten’s forthcoming release 
of the 6th edition of Centuries of Genocide (with 21 now identified). 
8/14—Cerritos Senior Center. Everyday Uses of Artificial Intelligence. 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison 
dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

CWP Liaison Report, September 2025 
  
The 15 affiliated California Writing Project regional sites offered a variety of 
programs for new and inservice teachers over the summer months. These sites 
will continue to offer a variety of programs responsive to local needs in the 
coming academic year. 
  
Like most professional learning providers and public school systems generally, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UrTgrzVu747Zdr2fkx5Jrtn5T4xoBo30/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FZ1D6nTB14n3YWBN_lSn-JC4koGJS0YAb8t9nSlkX28/edit?usp=sharing


CWP was adversely affected by the impoundment of Title II-A funds by the 
federal Administration. A small portion of these Congressionally approved funds 
provide core funding for CWP sites (& other California Subject Matter Project 
regional sites in other content areas). While eventually the funds were 
eventually released, the weeks of turmoil disrupted planning for the 2025-26 
school year.   
  
Despite this disruption, the State Office continues planning for a Preconvention 
in 2026. March 2026 will see the Preconvention return with a morning keynote 
and three rounds of breakout sessions. CWP expresses its gratitude to the 
CATE Board members who have helped with our planning.   
  
Humbly submitted, 
  
Tim Dewar 
CWP Liaison  
 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov 

Updates from Assembly Bill 121 

Literacy Professional Development Programs 

Assembly Bill 121 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill 
added Section 33319.6 to the California Education Code (EC). EC section 
33319.6 authorizes the California State Board of Education (SBE) to approve 
and the California Department of Education (CDE) to post on its internet 
website by September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the selection or 
development of in-service professional development programs for effective 
means of teaching literacy in transitional kindergarten through grade five 
(TK‒5), with a list of in-service programs that have been deemed to meet those 
criteria. 

Assembly Bill 121 appropriates $200 million in funding to be allocated to local 
educational agencies (LEAs) from the 2026–27 to the 2029–30 fiscal years. 
Funding will be made available for the purposes of training certificated and 
classified staff who provide literacy instruction, or who support any teacher who 
provides literacy instruction, to pupils in grades TK‒5, using programs that 
meet the criteria and guidance approved pursuant to EC section 33319.6. The 
legislation states that programs must be aligned to the English Language Arts / 
English Language Development Framework, including designated and 
integrated English language development. Funds will be apportioned to LEAs in 
an equal amount per full-time equivalent certificated staff who teach pupils in 
grades TK‒5. 

Information is available on the CDE Literacy Professional Development 
Programs web page. 

Screening for Risk of Reading Difficulties Funding 

Assembly Bill 121 also authorized $40 million for allocation to LEAs that 
administer literacy screenings per Education Code 53008. An LEA serving 
pupils in kindergarten through grade two (K‒2) may expend the funds on any 
costs associated with the implementation of screening for risk of reading 
difficulties, including, but not limited to, the procurement of screening 
instruments, screening administration, and training for school employees to 
administer pupil screenings in grades K‒2, but excluding transitional 
kindergarten, in order to assess for risk of reading difficulties using approved 
screening instruments. 

Recommended Literature List 

The Recommended Literature List for Prekindergarten through Grade 12 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB121#:~:text=26%20fiscal%20year.-,SEC.%2015.,-Section%2033319.6%20is
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/literacypd.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/literacypd.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/


(Recommended Literature List) has been updated. Hundreds of new titles are 
available in the Literature List database, and the previous year’s titles are 
available to download in an Excel list. The CDE encourages educators and 
families looking for new books for their students to check out the 
Recommended Literature list for the latest and greatest children’s literature. 
Great resources to accompany each title are available on TeachingBooks. In 
addition, Bookshare curated a list for the 2025 update! Bookshare provides 
access to a huge collection of ebooks that are customizable for people with 
reading barriers. The U.S. Department of Education funds this project, so 
Bookshare is able to provide free access to U.S. students and schools. 

Finally, the CDE is always seeking suggestions for recently published, high 
quality, multilingual books in languages such as Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Mandarin, etc. to include in subsequent updates of the Recommended 
Literature List. To submit a title for our committee to consider, please fill out our 
title suggestion survey. If you have any questions, please email the team at 
LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov. 

News and Literacy for All Webinar Series 

The CDE is partnering with the News Literacy Project with the support of Santa 
Clara County Office of Education (COE), Fresno COE, Glenn COE, San Diego 
COE, and the California School Library Association to bring you a series of six 
webinars centered on news and media literacy skills. The resources and tools 
shared in these webinars are completely free! 

●​ September 18, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Getting Started 
●​ October 16, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Civics Connected 
●​ November 20, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Is It Legit? 
●​ February 19, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Artificial Intelligence Awareness and 

the Research Process 
●​ March 19, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Algorithms, Building Search Habits 
●​ April 16, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Making Sense of Data 

Participants will also have an opportunity to earn a graduate-level credit 
through the University of the Pacific – Benerd College! The resources will all be 
posted to the News and Media Literacy for All California Educators Together 
group; you can access last year’s resources there as well. For more information 
and to register for this series, check out our flyer. 

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant 

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention (RII) grant program, Project 
ARISE, led by the Contra Costa COE (CCCOE), generates and disseminates 
professional learning opportunities for kindergarten through grade twelve public 
school educators across the state in the areas of evidence-based literacy 
instruction, including biliteracy instruction; intensive literacy interventions; and 
support of pupils’ executive functioning skills. 

Educators can now access Project ARISE’s five self-paced online courses on 
California Educators Together. Use this guide to easily access Project ARISE 
on California Educators Together. Each course offers an integrated approach to 
literacy instruction, and resources to support facilitation and implementation 
have been developed. Graduate units are available for completers through the 
University of the Pacific. 

Courses include: 

●​ Literacy as Equity (TNTP) 
●​ Executive Functions and Literacy (The Center for Whole-Child 

Education) 
●​ Reading Foundational Skills (TNTP) 
●​ Comprehension and Knowledge Building (TNTP) 

https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?lid=15296
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/collection/567376
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=168668932519
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=168668932519
https://newslit.org/ca-doe-fy26-webinars-flyer
https://newslit.org/ca-doe-fy26-webinars-flyer
https://teacherfriendly.com/sp/santa-clara-county-office-of-education-news-literacy-project/
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/ezknicxi/news-and-media-literacy-for-all
https://newslit.org/ca-doe-fy26-webinars-flyer
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/drive.google.com/file/d/1v-twUx_KyovfvyoTruygy_jRlor1VI4T/view?usp=sharing__;!!KlnUNGHvdQ!_ESRZKLhNNCJOiOj2_EKEv95Nfd5dL7dNm6M7qSHD4DD9flYexXJIagdwMpQ6yqbf6W2ynRPYRY0ekc9y8lYlCFnV2Wf$


●​ Intensive Intervention and Data-Based Individualization (National 
Center on Intensive Intervention) 

For the 2025–26 school year, Project ARISE expands its offerings with a new 
series of virtual professional learning sessions designed to support educators in 
leading literacy instruction and meeting diverse learner needs. Use the 25–26 
offerings flyer to explore session details and register. 

This year’s workshops include: 

●​ Adolescent Literacy and The Role of Executive Functions (series 
flyer) 

●​ Screening for Literacy Success: A Three-part Reading Difficulties 
Risk Screener Implementation Webinar Series (series flyer) 

●​ Supporting Learners with Diverse Literacy Needs, with a focus on 
multilingual learners and students with disabilities (TNTP series flyer; 
La Verne series flyer) 

For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RII Grant 
web page and the CCCOE Project ARISE web page. Connect with the Project 
ARISE team at rii@cccoe.k12.ca.us. 

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities 

AB 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022) and Senate Bill 114, 
Section 115 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023) authorized the Literacy Coaches 
and Reading Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible school sites 
received an allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and train 
literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and 
implement interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a 
list of eligible school sites and frequently asked questions, see the Literacy 
Coaches and Reading Specialists Categorical Programs web page. 

The CDE has opened the annual report for the LCRS program. The report for 
this program is due by September 30, 2025. The CDE posted a technical 
assistance webinar for the required report; the slides and recording are posted 
on the LCRS web page under the Resources & Reporting tab. Instructions for 
accessing and submitting the report were sent to the Superintendent email that 
the CDE has on file. If you have questions about accessing and submitting the 
report, please email the LCRS team at PLIO@cde.ca.gov. 

The Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator Training (LCRSET) 
grant awarded a total of $27 million to the Sacramento COE (SCOE) to develop 
and provide training for educators to become literacy coaches and reading and 
literacy specialists. In collaboration with grant partners, including the California 
Reading and Literature Project, the focus for the 2025‒26 school year is on 
evidence-based practices to support multilingual learners. The LCRSET annual 
kickoff event, the Virtual Coach Convening, was recently held on August 28. 

With the passage of Assembly Bill 121, the LCRS grant will have a third cohort 
of sites eligible for funding. Two-hundred million dollars will be available to 
schools to develop school literacy programs, including dual language 
immersion and other programs for multilingual learners; employ and develop 
literacy coaches and specialists; and develop and implement interventions for 
pupils in need of targeted literacy support, including English learners. Those 
schools that have not yet received LCRS funding will be eligible with an 
unduplicated pupil percentage of 94 percent or greater for pupils enrolled in 
kindergarten and grades one to three, inclusive, based on 2024–25 Fall 1 
census day pupil data submitted through the California Longitudinal Pupil 
Achievement Data System. The CDE will share additional information, including 
the opportunity to opt out of this funding, when it is available. 
  
Additionally, another $15 million will be available to the CDE to select, via 
competitive grant, a county office of education or consortium of COEs, to 
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support this third cohort. More information will be shared as it is available. 

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs, 
and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more 
information on the supports that they provide, email the SCOE team at 
LCRSET@scoe.net. 

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant 

In 2019, the CDE was awarded $37.5 million in federal Comprehensive Literacy 
State Development (CLSD) grant funds by the U.S. Department of Education 
(ED) to leverage and expand existing statewide infrastructure, guidance, and 
expertise to bring coherence to the system of literacy supports to improve 
student outcomes. The 2019 grant projects are wrapping up and will conclude 
in September 2025. Resources developed through the 2019 CLSD grant 
program are housed in the Literacy Resources Repository on California 
Educators Together. 

In 2024, the CDE was awarded $38 million in the ED 2024 CLSD Award. 
Information on this grant can be read in the Federal Register. This opportunity 
extends over five years and is designed to advance literacy skills through the 
use of evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, including 
pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through grade 
twelve, with an emphasis on key student groups, including children living in 
poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities. 

The work of the CLSD grant is driven by California’s State Literacy Plan (SLP). 
An objective of the 2024 CLSD grant is to revise the SLP to include updated 
evidence-based practices and guidance documents, as well as promising 
practices and implementation guides from 2019 CLSD subgrantees. On May 7, 
2025, the State Board of Education approved the revised SLP, which is 
available on the SLP Development web page. 

The Request for Applications (RFA) for the 2024 CLSD subgrant award is now 
available on the CLSD web page. An announcement letter has been sent to 
COE superintendents. Please refer to the CLSD RFA web page for the most up 
to date timeline. A technical assistance (TA) webinar for prospective applicants 
will be held via Zoom later today from 2–4 p.m. The registration link for the TA 
webinar is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/ZQt2zBeSSzCnVeLIpKkTSA. For 
questions about the CLSD Grant program, please send an email to 
CLSDP@cde.ca.gov 

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.edu 

Chris apologizes for not being able to attend the meeting but his reduced 
budget from the CSU only allows him to attend 2 board meetings each year.   
 
The biggest news from ERWC is that ERWC now has middle school modules 
that are available through the ERWC online community.  Modules are available 
now for grade six, seven, and eight. 
 
The next free ERWC webinar focuses on the new middle school modules and 
would be a convenient way for anyone interested to learn much more about 
them: 
 
Webinar Title: Introducing the ERWC-ELD Middle School Modules 

Date: September 11, 2025 

Time: 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 

Description: This webinar will introduce the new ERWC modules for ELA with 
Integrated ELD and Designated ELD for middle school. Participants will learn 
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about the new modules and how they serve the needs of both long-term 
English learners and the diverse students of California classrooms. 

The date and location for the 2026 Summer ERWC literacy conference has 
been set: San Francisco, CA - Hyatt Regency SFO, Monday, June 29, 2026. 

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison 
California Reading and Literature Project 
cjago@caroljago.com 

September 1, 2025 
TO:             ​ CATE Board 
FROM:       ​ Carol Jago, California English editor 
RE: ​         ​ September board report 
  
The fall issue of California English focusing on climate change attracted a 
deluge of manuscript submissions. Thank you, Amber, for helping to spread the 
word on social media and to Ralph Fletcher, the photographer whose work was 
featured for agreeing to have the cover image displayed far and wide. There 
were several submissions from out of state – a good thing – but I gave 
preference to California teachers. 
  
One idea I had that seems to be bearing fruit was to invite those writers whose 
articles were accepted to submit a proposal for CATE2026 in Los Angeles. 
They all said they would! 
  
A few weeks ago, NCTE released a white paper entitled “The State of 
Literature in U.S. Secondary Classrooms.” I was so impressed by the report 
that I changed the call for manuscripts for our November issue (see below). I 
am hoping to attract articles that express a variety of viewpoints, from decrying 
that the same titles continue to be taught to praising evergreen works like 
Romeo and Juliet. The survey indicates that teachers very much want to teach 
diverse texts but face a number of challenges. I particularly hope someone 
writes about the survey finding that many teachers are uncomfortable teaching 
LGBTQ+ texts and describes how they approach this topic, these characters, 
these works. I’m also interested in pieces that explore the need for teachers to 
be readers. Lots to write about. 
  
Eric Furman will be the artist for this issue. Have a sneak peak at his work here: 
https://www.ericfurmansculpture.com/ 
  
  
California English 
Call for Manuscripts 
  
November 2025 
  
Why Read Books? 
  
A 2025 NCTE white paper surveyed teachers across the nation about “The 
State of Literature in US Secondary English Classrooms.” Although classics like 
Romeo and Juliet remain in the top ten of most-commonly taught texts, the 
survey found that most teachers want more diversity in their curriculum and 
have autonomy over what books are taught. We invite you to read the report 
and respond. What are you teaching? What would you like to teach? What 
challenges do you face? What are YOU reading? 
  
  
Deadline October 1, 2025 
  
February 2026 
  
Free Speech and Its Boundaries 

  
Freedom of expression is recognized as a human right in international human 
rights law. How is this right to free speech circumscribed by the need to do no 
harm for you as a teacher and for your students? How do you help students 
understand the boundaries of free speech? Have you found particular lessons 
or works of literature that expand students’ understanding of this basic human 
right? 

https://www.ericfurmansculpture.com/
https://www.ericfurmansculpture.com/


 
  
Deadline January 15, 2026 
  
  
Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word 
file to California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles 
should be limited to 2,500 words. 

Gabriela Gualano, CYRM Representative 
gabriela.gualano@gmail.com It’s the final month before the three CATE CYRM reps join the rest of the 

readers and vote for next year’s nominees! We have to finish reading all the 
books by the first day of October and will be meeting to vote at Gabriela’s 
middle school library in Los Angeles on Saturday, October 11. While we will 
know the selected nominations at the conclusion of the meeting, we will still be 
sworn to secrecy until the end of January for the official announcement. 

How much reading was there from the pool of recommendations? A lot! There 
were 97 picture books, 56 picture books for older readers, 49 intermediate, 43 
middle school, and 32 young adult books on this year’s reading list. Readers 
must read at least 80% of the titles. First year readers can skip one category 
(those already on the committee have likely read a portion of the books in 
previous years), but are encouraged to read as much as possible to ensure the 
books have the number of eligible readers to be considered. It’s like getting a 
master’s degree in children’s modern literature! 

This is the last year for me, Mary Beth, as a CYRM reader. The official duties 
conclude technically on Dec 31, but realistically end on Oct 11. I have spoken 
with the CYRM administration team about continuing to help with press 
releases and other communications components, but that would be separate 
from the CYRM CATE representatives. 

The lead CATE rep for CYRM for 2026 will be Gabriela, with Aimee in her 
second year. Kim – who was approved as a reader by the CATE board last year 
at this time – will begin to read the recommendations starting in January, or 
perhaps earlier if we can get her onboarded in November or December. (Please 
see previous reports for more information.) 

I will confirm with Kimberly Athans that she’s still interested in being a reader for 
CYRM. (Email was sent on Friday 9/5 in the evening.) If not, then we’ll have to 
quickly find a replacement. But based on the enthusiasm from previous 
correspondence, I think Kim’s ready to work. 

Gabriela will be attending the CATE board meeting in Los Angeles on 9/6. I’m 
hoping that the information about when and where to meet has been made. As 
you may remember, Gabriela has been on the CYRM committee previously for 
CSLA and will be a great team member for CATE. 

Finally, I wanted to let you know that there will be an intense workshop 
presented at the CSLA pre-conference specifically on how to justify making 
CYRM part of the academic curriculum as well as justifying purchasing. This 
two-hour workshop will be led by Chris Fleutsch with assistance by me and 
other members of the CYRM committee and community who will be available to 
assist. 

This workshop will specifically address issues identified by not only the school 
library community, but also by ELA teachers who have noted the need for 
multiple copies of nominations in order to properly fulfill the voting requirements 
for chapter books – meaning intermediate, middle, and young adult categories. 
I’ll be sure to take notes from the workshop and pass them along to the CATE 
community as well. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to serve on the CYRM committee on 
behalf of English teachers statewide. It’s been a fun and fulfilling honor. If you 
have questions for me, please feel free to find me at the State Library at 



marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov. 

_____________________ 

Mary Beth Barber, California State Library 

916-894-6561 * marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov 
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