
CATE Board Reports: May 2025 
 
 

Board Member Report 

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President  May Acting Past President Report 
 
Central did not have a large turnout of student writing entries this year, but we 
sent one of the 7th grade entries to the Publications Committee.  I am also 
gathering material to submit Mark Botti’s name for the NCTE Teacher of 
Excellence Award. Teachers receiving this award will be recognized at the 
Secondary Luncheon at NCTE’s Convention in November.   

Robb Polski, President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org 

May 2025 Board Report President   
  
  
Since March, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with 
Denise Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events.  I worked the 
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and  
participated in our April’s advisory meeting virtually.  
 
Locally, I have met with KCTE local members to discuss our One Book 
One Kern selection and to discuss our local calendar of events, future book 
clubs, and outlining upcoming wants and needs. I have also been involved in 
our local teachers union, KHSTA , as a site representative attending bimonthly 
meetings, and on the contract negotiation committee.   
  
Respectfully submitted,   
  
Robb Polski, President of the California 
Association of Teachers of English  
 

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)/Central 
rep 
dillon@cchsca.org 

VP:  I arranged the May board meeting and have already reserved for our 
September meeting. I am currently speaking with three SFO hotel sales 
managers, all whom would like our business.  
CCRep: I have contacted those who expressed interest in the CCCTE board, 
and I have promoted the Asilomar conference. 
I worked on two accreditation visits since convention and served as a report 
reader for the WASC commission this last week.  

Carole LeCren, Secretary 
carolelecren@yahoo.com 

Since convention, I have done the following: 
-housed the CATE archives, and reorganized the California English archives 
-sent thank yous and survey responses to session presenters 
-coordinated with Cindy for updating the homepage on CATEweb.org, and 
adding award winners from Convention to the website 
-created two reports of responses to the convention evaluations: one general, 
and one with feedback about sessions 
-in answer to one of the evaluation questions about wanting to get 
involved/connected to one’s local council, I sorted the 89 answers and sent 
them to the appropriate local council president 
-pushed out this CATE board report to board members, created the agenda 
document, and attended the Advisory call 
-sent instructions to the local council writing contest coordinators and received 
winning entries from each council (by May 1) 
-met with Carol Benson of Golden Ink Litho about what they can do to mail our 
flyers and other mailings in the future, including procedures and costs 
-started a document to put mailing procedures in writing for our membership 
database coordinator, Paul Neufeld, our two printers/mailers: Sundance and 
Golen Ink Litho, our CATE membership chair (Lori Campbell), our CE editor 
(Carol Jago) 
-suggested ideas for reviewing and updating policies 
-suggested ideas for the budget 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer 
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

Since the last board meeting I have continued to keep the books current for 
CATE:  
 

●​ Processing deposits from convention 



●​ Worked with Convention Coordinator to reconcile convention costs 
working out any glitches we found 

○​ Hyatt - We got a $70,000 refund!  
○​ Curtin 
○​ Security 
○​ Precon 
○​ AV 
○​ CWP 

●​ Continue to updated books using Quicken 
●​ Working with Cindy on reconciling payments from districts. 
●​ Keeping accounts payable up to date 
●​ Prepared a draft 25-26 CATE Budget 
●​ Worked with Michael, Gene from Sundance to get our next CE 

mailing up and running with list and postage funds 
●​ Worked/nudged  Paul to get membership addresses and numbers for 

Sundance to proceed with printing/mailing 
●​ Had to increase Paul's debit card balance - PO box cost more that 

$100, so he had to wait to pay until I increased his limit to $150. 
Hence the late deposits.  

●​ Participated in Advisory Call, and communication as needed with 
board members 

 
Professionally I am wrapping up the spring semester at CSUSM as a University 
Supervisor - My 6 candidates are in their final leg of their credential journey. We 
are just completing their last observation.  I have two sites this semester, 
working back at SRES, the site I taught at for 20 plus years. It is so great to 
spend time in my former colleagues' classrooms. I am enjoying working with K, 
1st, 3rd and 5th grade and collaborating with the CSUSM education 
department.  Got to see K hatching chicks - so cute (even got to hold them). We 
are in the midst of completing lots of TPE paperwork- navigating CSUSM 
budget cuts and reorganization. I conducted Interviews with candidates for next 
year's credential program- so great to get to know the next generation of 
teachers.  I really enjoyed reading their essays. Loving the journey.  

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 
agervais451@gmail.com 

 Minutes for March 18th Capitol Meeting.docx
 

 May Convention Coordinators' Board Report

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

Convention Co-Coordinator: Since convention, we have… 
 

●​ Settled our CATE 2025 final report with the help of Denise and Tim 
●​ Secured a $70,000 refund for the convention 
●​ Met with our CATE 2026 convention chair to discuss theme, vision, 

and logistics 
●​ Consulted with EventPower, Groups 360, Curtin, and Cindy Conlin 

regarding a renewal of their contracts 
●​ Coordinated site visits for CATE 2028 with Groups 360 - seeking 

central or southern sites, to be visited in early June 
 
Southland Rep: Since convention, we have… 
 

●​ Selected our CATE Student Writing Contest nominees 
●​ Named a social media maven to increase our digital presence 
●​ Made recommendations to the LA Conservancy for the booklist we’ll 

be publishing this summer 
●​ Crowdsourced to help Rita secure a local planning committee for 

CATE 2026 
●​ Arranged for a Southland meetup and picnic at the massive and 

amazing L.A. Festival of Books at USC 
 
Personally - just returned from a magical trip to Peru with 28 fabulous students 
in tow! 
 

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET 
Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

FACET was happy to have three presenters at the CWP Pre-Conference for 
CATE 2025 and made new connections with Fresno area teachers throughout 
the conference. We are launching our Summer book club and aligning with our 
local Teacher Association to read James by Percival Everett and a second YA 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ilSZHxxhTf-UEp7fFWF_4DWZRb-0oL56/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=113674210680590112070&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pEM6aAcqINXMNGVA-UYTyCRZnXoV9FHjiawYqk2zYfA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org


book that teachers can add to their class libraries. We continue to work in 
tandem with the SJVWP and look forward to promoting events and participating 
with them in events this summer. This will include a second session led by 
Kristie Leyba on local poets and developing lessons and curricula approaches 
for bringing Fresno poetic traditions into our classes. We assisted with the 
CATE Connect session on April 23, 2025.  We were also pleased to award two 
$50 awards at the Young Writers’ Conference hosted by California State Univ. 
Fresno, and excited to see the number of students and teachers participating. 
WIth Janina working on her dissertation and Alison on sabbatical, we are 
looking to expand leadership and allow for new voices.    
 

Nicole Brown, GSDCTE Rep 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 
 
Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE Rep 
ginavattuone@gmail.com 

GSDCTE to host CATE 2028 (potentially). 
 
:  

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

The Kern Council had strong attendance at our state convention in February.  
We had many members who presented, and we hosted a council meetup at the 
convention that was very successful.  
We had several entries for the CATE writing contest, and we will bring the 
winners to the CATE board meeting in May.  
With TUCATE and FACET, we hosted the CATE Connects session on 4/23/25.  
The session with Marissa Thompson was well attended. 
Our next steps as a council are to create a survey for our members regarding 
the kinds of events and professional development that they would like to see in 
the future.  

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail.com 

Redwood had outstanding attendance at the convention, including two 
presenters. In addition, I invited two young teachers to attend, one earned a 
scholarship and although one did not, her Principal not only paid for her to 
attend, but two of her colleagues as well. They all loved the convention and 
plan to attend many more. We also had two award winners: Bob Chapman, 
Lifetime Achievement Award and Stephanie Strasser, Classroom Excellence 
Award. 
 
With 289 entries into the Pop Culture Writing Contest, Redwood continues to 
flourish under the direction of CATE member/RWP Program Administrator 
Sarah Ben-Zvi. A combination of CATE and RWP members read and chose the 
winners which will be forwarded to the CATE Writing Contest readers. On our 
end, each category has a first, second, and third place winner. On June 1, we 
will celebrate with the students and their families; thanks to Joan Williams for 
applying for the Humboldt Sponsors’ grant, each winner and their teacher will 
receive an anthology with their published entry. 
 
CATE member and Humboldt Education Resource Center (HERC) librarian 
Danielle Witten and I are discussing a potential CYRM collaboration and 
working toward a smooth transition for her to step in as Redwood President in 
2026.  
 
I have maintained our FB presence and sent in a press release to celebrate our 
award winners and scholarship recipient.  Although we have not met via Zoom 
or in person, I have plans to mail all our members in May to highlight 
resolutions CATE has done on their behalf, projects Redwood has successfully 
completed, renew my contact information for them, and offer to meet with them 
at their varied sites. 
 

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmail.com 

I worked with FACET and KERN to facilitate the final CATE Connects of this 
school year. Marisa Thompson presented a fast-paced session which kept me 
scribbling. She offered suggestions to try in the classroom encouraging more 
student-led learning. All in all, a thought-provoking hour and  a half.  
 



TUCATE has been seeking to renew the Teacher Mini-grant. After some 
discussion, the form was revised and will be sent out to the council soon. 
 
We are planning a small reception to honor our Classroom Excellence Award 
winner Kimberly Augustin.in May. We congratulate her and all her good work. 
 
TUCATE continues to work toward bringing in new members and providing 
services that will prove to broaden their insight and complement their classroom 
style. 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep 
jkrulder@pusdk12.org 

 

Julie (Burnett) Young, MAL Elementary 
(2025) 
Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org 

 

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2025) 
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified 
aprilparker1229@gmail.com 

May 2025 Board Meeting Report 
·        Supported 2026 convention chair 
·        Sent eblasts for SCTE regarding Los Angeles Book Fair 
Professionally 
·        Produced the spring musical, Mean Girls 
·        Taught a college class 
·        Applied for a grant for the CTE Performing Arts Pathway 
·        Was mentor teacher for student-teacher from Cal State University LA 
·        Worked on chapters for book on education 
 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified 
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

TUCATE, Kern and FACET hosted April’s CATE Connects with Marissa 
Thompson. It was a great session! (Ditto to Carol and Jill.) 
 
I’m establishing a partnership with BreakBox Thought Collective + Studios to 
Plan for a “Power to the Pen” writing workshopIn my diversity and equity role 
with SJVWP.  Communication in April resulted in a planning meeting in June. 
Tentative date for the workshop is in April 2026. 
 
Still working with my students in Taiwan. We exchanged cultural boxes (gifts 
and treats from each culture) and next week we are meeting to taste Stinky 
Tofu shipped from Taiwan. (I’m nervous and excited.)   
 
At Orosi High School we are planning in June to create a The Heart of Book 
Clubs unit that will be a major artery through the full school year. We’ve tried a 
book club unit in each semester but teacher data and student reflection 
confirms that time to read, think, and talk is necessary. We will focus on 
spiraling the unit over 8 weeks rather an four weeks with three touches during 
the week. (I’m feeling a CATE session topic developing.)  

Kylowna Moton, MAL College 
kylowna@gmail.com 

 

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council 
joanlwilliams@gmail.com 

I have assisted with Precision communications with Membership, Paul Neufeld, 
the Treasurer, and CATE Secretary. Between us, we are working to identify the 
specific needs of CATE and when, how, and who will be responsible for the 
different pieces. I attended the Advisory meeting to assist in the planning of the 
Board meeting.  

Locally, I have assisted with the Redwood Writing Contest–reading contest 
entries, securing a venue for the awards, and attending an event to receive a 
grant to support the contest booklets.  

I also attended a Redwood Writing Project workshop day to promote CATE 
membership. I spoke to them about CATE scholarships, resolutions, councils, 
California English, local opportunities, and encouraged teachers to connect with 

https://www.breakboxthoughtcollective.org/


one another through CATE.  

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary 
frankmata32@gmail.com 

Since our last convening, I’ve continued to work with Rita and April for our next 
convention. I’ve also been in conversations with a candidate I’ve both 
encouraged and endorsed as a MAL Elementary Board member. If they are 
elected, I hope to continue to aid them (or whomever ends up in the seat). I am 
also pleased to announce that I have rescinded my initial candidacy/nomination 
for NCTE’s ELATE committee due to being appointed to their Global Citizens 
committee. I am fully convinced that this is a result of representing CATE at 
NCTE and hope to continue fostering our affiliation’s relationship. Through this 
committee, I will be continuing to represent CA through the unique experiences 
and lens rooted in restorative pedagogies, Social Justice networks, and 
ultimately, nourishing young people’s literacies in the name of Human Rights. 
One mode of that is a monthly blog essay I’ll be writing in June on behalf of the 
committee.  I’ve already titled it “The United States is not the World…,” a line 
from Baldwin’s Talk to Teachers. ​
​
Personally, I have written and submitted a short essay for CE’s DEI column 
titled “We Ain’t Shook.” Feel free to check it out in the title’s hyperlink. I have 
also been recently accepted as a Fellow to the Institution of Teachers of Color 
committed to Racial Justice (ITOC), a national network of teachers vetted for 
their social justice literacies and asset-based lens towards BIPOC communities. 
I am also in knee-deep discussions as vice-chair of CTA’s Civil Rights in 
Education committee work on upcoming CA bills involving Ethnic Studies, 
immigration, paid pregnancy leave, and anti-DEI initiatives. I hope to bring 
these experiences as influences to our work here at CATE and the next 
convention. 
 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair 
Lori_Campbell@kernhigh.org 

May 2025 Board Membership Report 
 

 
Since the convention, membership has been in communication with 

 for the transition into his new position for us in keeping the Paul Neufeld
membership lists. I have also been in communication with Joan Williams who 
has headed this process, and to whom I am very grateful. This also came at the 
time that Central council is preparing to send out information on their Asilomar 
Curriculum Studies event, so I am also grateful to Carol LeCren who helped 
assist them create mailing label files so that they could get out their flyers for 
the upcoming event.  
 
However, I have been very busy between my own teaching and the drafting of 
the ERWC Module for grade 9, so not much more has been done. The module 
will be ready by , and will be presented at the summer ERWC May 31, 2025
Conference in Long Beach.  

Amber White, CATE 2025 Co-Chair/MAL 
Middle (2026) 
ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

Since convention, I have read through the survey results and thought about 
potential needs for the future and things I would have done differently. I am 
working on notes for the next Convention chair as well as things that should be 
added to the convention chair manual. I attended the Capitol Council meeting 
and am now the secretary for the Capitol Council.  
 
For social media, I have started working on creating transition templates from 

mailto:gotmail@ucpsd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N1Z5wVv79SJqOyoS8dDv_EH5zT8Yh6i_PrN4N7-Eq98/edit?usp=sharing


the 2025 convention theme to the 2026 theme once that is finalized. Looking to 
the future, I am trying to make sure all of our social media accounts are 
branded the same each year with the current convention color scheme and 
theme so that it is a visual historical connection to each  year. 

Yolanda Jimenez, CATE 2025 Co-Chair 
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

 

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst 
wyoungl@aol.com 

CATE Board Report—from Bill Younglove 
Legislative Analyst: since March 2nd, 2025-- 
• hosted 2 TWA (The Writers Always) meetings at my house; 
• took part in Chapman University’s annual Writing/Art 
Contest for Students, plus Yom HaShoah YIVO history events 
(plus Cypress College’s Yom HaShoah Day of Remembrance); 
• Continued (4) Book Club readings/(monthly) gatherings; 
• Attended Cerritos Library’s (annual) Writers Festival; 
• Zoomed (in on) Doris K. Goodwin’s Leadership in Turbulent 
Times lecture; 
• Attended CWCOC (CA Writers Club [of] Orange County) 
Allison M. Hubbard’s multi-genre novelist presentation; 
• Attended Artificial Intelligence for Beginners presentation 
at the Long Beach (Bayshore) Library; 
• Attended Museum of Tolerance’s Elie Wiesel: Soul on Fire 
film, moderated by its director, plus executive director 
emeritus of the USC Shoah Foundation, Dr. Stephen Smith. 
 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison 
dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

CWP Liaison Report, May 2025 
  
The California Writing Project sponsored and produced the James Gray 
Memorial Preconvention at CATE’s Annual Convention on February 27, 2025. 
The day’s theme – “Deep Roots, Changing Seasons: 50 years of responsive 
and relevant writing instruction with the California Writing Project” – captured 
CWP’s focus on generative AI while maintaining our commitment to what we 
know works, for writers and teachers, after 50 years. 
  
Our morning keynote illustrated this. Chris Mah shared recent research on 
student use of ChaGPT in an afterschool setting, while classroom teachers 
Megan Masters and Alex Rainey shared student work from their high school 
and elementary students. 
  
After a round of six breakout sessions, John Warner spoke at our luncheon on 
his new book, More than Words. Though not a direct counterpoint to the 
morning’s presentation, Warner did offer a more cautious take on generative AI. 
From conversations with numerous attendees, it was clear that the program 
provided not pat answers, but rich material to think with and through. The day 
concluded with another round of six breakout sessions. This revised schedule 
of just two rounds of breakouts allowed attendees time to get on the road 
before the worst of the Bay Area traffic. 
  
The Preconvention had 141 registered attendees. In addition to the 12 Precon 
sessions, Writing Project-affiliated teachers led or contributed to at least 16 
sessions at the convention proper. CWP is proud to make these contributions to 
CATE’s annual conference. 
  
We are also proud that CWP-affiliated teachers continue to contribute to 
California English. Every issue seems to have at least one, if not more, articles 
from CWP teacher consultants. 
  
CWP sites are gearing up to offer our signature Invitational Summer Institutes 
in Composition and Critical Literacy and planning with schools and districts to 
offer professional learning and to provide supplemental instruction this summer 
&/or next school year. 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator Training 



The Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator Training (LCRSET) 
grant awarded a total of $27 million to the Sacramento County Office of 
Education (SCOE) to develop and provide training for educators to become 
literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists. SCOE, its co-lead Napa 
County Office of Education (COE), and its partners are continuing to offer 
professional learning, including technical assistance sessions and bootcamps 
to help newly participating sites catch up. 

LCRSET Summer Conference 

The LCRSET team is pleased to announce the virtual California Literacy 
Conference: Everyone Has the Right to Read! This free conference is 
sponsored by the CDE through the LCRSET grant program. 

Join teachers, administrators, district and site colleagues, as well as other 
partners interested in literacy, on June 17, 2025, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. as 
we learn about evidence-based practices in literacy. The California Literacy 
Conference will kick off with a keynote from Kristen Wynn, and will offer over 50 
sessions on literacy, with topics on multilingual learners, multi-tiered systems of 
support, special education, adolescent literacy, assessment, inclusive practices, 
literacy leadership, literacy coaching, and more! This event is free of charge 
and registration is required. Register now; space is limited: 
www.educationspeakersnetwork.com/california-literacy-2025 

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs, 
and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more 
information on the supports that they provide, email their team at 
LCRSET@scoe.net.  

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Update 

In 2019, the CDE was awarded $37.5 million in federal CLSD grant funds by 
the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to leverage and expand existing 
statewide infrastructure, guidance, and expertise to bring coherence to the 
system of literacy supports to improve student outcomes. The CDE distributed 
seven subgrant awards to COEs to support the project objectives as Literacy 
Lead Agencies (LLAs). The CDE has been granted a one year extension by ED 
through September 2025. LLAs continue providing supports to their partner 
districts, facilitating scaling and sustainability efforts, and contributing resources 
to the Literacy Resources Repository housed on California Educators Together. 

The CDE was also awarded the full $38 million requested in the ED 2024 CLSD 
Award. Information on this grant can be read in the Federal Register. This 
opportunity extends over five years and is designed to advance literacy skills 
through the use of evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, 
including pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through 
grade twelve, with an emphasis on key subgroups, including children living in 
poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities. 

In early 2025, the CDE sent out a literacy needs assessment to California 
LEAs. Information gathered from the needs assessment informs revisions and 
updates to the California Comprehensive State Literacy Plan (SLP). The State 
Literacy Team convened for two days in February 2025 to evaluate the 
structure of the current SLP, contribute input on revisions, adapt the statewide 
literacy priorities to California’s current literacy context, and incorporate best 
practices from the CLSD 2019 subgrant projects. The CDE will present the 
updated version of the SLP for adoption to the State Board of Education (SBE) 
this month before releasing a new Request for Applications for subgrants. The 
item for the SLP can be found on the May SBE agenda. Information about the 
CLSD Grant and accompanying resources is available on the CDE CLSD web 
page. 

Screening for Risk of Reading Difficulties, including Dyslexia 

The Reading Difficulties Risk Screener Selection Panel, pursuant to Education 
Code 53008, approved a list of evidence-based, culturally, linguistically, and 

http://www.educationspeakersnetwork.com/california-literacy-2025
http://www.educationspeakersnetwork.com/california-literacy-2025
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/lcrsprogram.asp
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/hmdnyg/comprehensive-literacy-state-development-grant-resource-repository
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-23/pdf/2024-08578.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr25/agenda202505.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp


developmentally appropriate screening instruments to assess all students in 
kindergarten and grades one and two for risk of reading difficulties, including 
possible neurological disorders such as dyslexia. 

Local educational agencies, including school districts, charter schools, and 
county offices of education, serving students in kindergarten or grades one or 
two must adopt screening instruments at a public meeting of their governing 
board before June 30, 2025. Screenings must be conducted beginning in the 
2025–26 school year, and annually thereafter. 

The CDE held a series of informational webinars on screening for risk of 
reading difficulties to provide information and support school districts. See the 
Webinar Series: Screening for Risk of Reading Difficulties Padlet for the 
recordings (coming soon), slides, handouts and other resources and 
information. For more information, email the Statewide Literacy Office at 
statewideliteracycampaign@cde.ca.gov. 

Literacy Roadmap 

The CDE, in consultation with the SBE, is currently developing the California 
Literacy Roadmap per Section 117 of the Education Omnibus Budget Trailer Bill 
114. 

Central to the Literacy Roadmap are Literacy Content Blocks—models of 
effective practice designed to support the practical application of the English 
Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and other California 
education policies. These blocks aim to provide comprehensive yet 
manageable guidance for classroom instruction, tailored to local contexts and 
based on students’ identified strengths and assessed needs. 

Coming just in time for summer professional learning and planning are the 
Literacy Content Blocks for English-medium classrooms in transitional 
kindergarten, kindergarten, grade one, grades two and three, and grades four 
and five. These blocks reflect an intentional approach to literacy that promotes 
carefully sequenced initial instruction, appropriate practice and reinforcement, 
intervention as necessary, and meaningful application in English Language Arts 
and other content areas. The CDE expects to release these Literacy Content 
Blocks soon! 

Each content block includes the following: 

·         Basic Principles of Instruction 

·         Language 

·         Foundational Literacy Skills 

o   Print Concepts 

o   Phonological/Phonemic Awareness 

o   Phonics and Word Recognition 

o   Reading Fluency 

·         Integrated Reading and Writing 

o   Reading: Engaging with Text 

o   Writing 

https://padlet.com/bdgeducation/webinar-series-screening-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-7twwl0cjwnq3fbp5
https://padlet.com/bdgeducation/webinar-series-screening-for-risk-of-reading-difficulties-7twwl0cjwnq3fbp5


·         Comprehensive English Language Development (ELD) 

o   Integrated ELD 

o   Designated ELD 

Coming next year are additional Literacy Content Blocks for English-medium 
classrooms in grades six through eight and nine through twelve, as well as for 
multilingual classrooms in transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, grade one, 
grades two and three, and grades four and five. For more information, email the 
Statewide Literacy Office at statewideliteracycampaign@cde.ca.gov.  

 
  

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.edu 

 
 

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison 
California Reading and Literature Project 
cjago@caroljago.com 

The May issue of California English echoes the theme of CATE2025 - popular 
culture in the classroom. I emailed all the presenters and received an 
overwhelming response. Twice as many manuscripts as I could include in the 
journal! I’ve saved the best of these to appear in future issues. We might want 
to do this again for the theme of CATE2026. I will bring this idea up at our 
publications committee meeting.  
 
Sundance Press is CATE’s new mailing house for California English. They have 
the membership roster and all should proceed smoothly with members 
receiving the journal in a timely fashion. 
 
The call for manuscripts for our fall issue is below. I have already begun 
receiving articles on this topic. 
 
September 2025 

The Natural World in Peril 
  
Drought, flooding, wildfires, and rising temperatures are triggering students’ 
anxieties about climate change. How can we help students learn more about 
how the natural world is being impacted and take action in pursuit of 
alternatives? What books, articles, or poems have you found to inspire young 
readers? What writing tasks or media projects have you employed to empower 
this generation? 
  
Deadline August 1, 2025 
 

Mary Beth Barber, CYRM representative The CATE conference luncheon acknowledging the CYRM middle-school 
winner for 2023-24, Megan E. Freeman with her novel in verse Alone, was a 
success. We also were able to distribute hundreds of books to attendees at the 
luncheon as well as the CYRM breakout session about the next round of 
nominations for 2025-26 (votes due April 1, 2026). In fact, attendees at the 
breakout session were able to obtain multiple copies of many of the 
nominations from past years. If we are able to continue with as many books 
being available, this potential should be publicized to conference attendees. 

NOMINATIONS: The nominations for 2025-26 are available online via press 
release and the CYRM website at 
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/nominees  and 
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/s/California-Young-Reader-2025-n
ominations-press-release-votes-due-April-2026-with-TB-resources-list-a.pdf  

Reminder: these votes for the nominations above are due April 1, 2026. Great 
time to look to requesting these titles for the 2025-26 school year and 
coordinate with local libraries for copies, either in print, ebooks via Sora/Libby 
or Hoopla, or audio books via the same library electronic library resources. 

https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/nominees
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/s/California-Young-Reader-2025-nominations-press-release-votes-due-April-2026-with-TB-resources-list-a.pdf
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/s/California-Young-Reader-2025-nominations-press-release-votes-due-April-2026-with-TB-resources-list-a.pdf


As an additional note, the California State Library is working with local libraries 
to ensure all students have a local library card by grade 2. This is an unfunded 
requirement by the state, so while the effort is ongoing, the final results may be 
mixed. That said, the local libraries are the leads on this effort, and any nudge 
from teacher to administrators at the district level to help with this effort would 
be greatly appreciated. 

WINNERS Finally, for the CYRM, the winners from the votes that were received 
on April 1, 2025, for the books read during the 2024-26 time period (Jan 30, 
2024, to April 1, 2025) were officially announced on May 1. (The CYRM website 
is currently being updated, but you can see the PDF at 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X3ci9Ier0_u5pjXGJUze10dnW2z5rQgd/view?us
p=sharing  

(If you have an interest in grabbing the text for your own announcements or 
stories, here’s the Word version that may be easier to work with than the PDF - 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BNhPKyR060jGRLbDEuXuuEAjcRXSnW
oU/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=114821274401462770741&rtpof=true&sd=true ) 
(this note is specifically for Carol Jago - and if you need artwork such as book 
cover images, let me know and I can work on rights. Others can grab the text 
too if you’d like.) 

Next steps for the CYRM committee: we will have a meeting in June of all the 
readers and admins to determine how to support outreach for the program and 
discuss components of the recommendations (like if a book should be shifted to 
another category, if there are titles that shouldn’t be eligible under the rules, 
etc.) That meeting will be virtual. The final meeting of the year will be in 
October, and that will be to vote for the nominations for 2026-27 that will be 
announced by Feb 1, 2026, likely at the CSLA conference. 

If there is interest in the regional CATE groups in supporting CYRM’s use in 
schools, classrooms, and with after-school activities, please feel free to reach 
out to Mary Beth at marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov. We are still finalizing a 
draft of a CYRM “justification kit” - while it’s not ready for sharing quite yet, I’d 
be happy to grab components of it for teachers looking to discuss CYRM with 
their administrators, libraries, and district folks. 
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