
CATE Board Reports: February 2025 
 
 

Board Member Report 

Liz McAninch, 
Acting Past 
President  

I have noticed that it has been a long time since  Central has received any student writing entries from 
grades lower than 5th grade.  I copied the contest flyer and distributed it to elementary schools in San 
Francisco, hoping to see responses from some younger students this year. I will also spearhead a 
reception for our chosen writers in late April or early May.  
  
I will bring the packets for the three secondary teachers CATE is recognizing during our convention. The 
Leadership Committee can consider if we want to nominate one of them for NCTE Recognition. 
  
I directed third-graders in Junie B’s Jingle Bell Christmas, the youngest group I’ve ever directed.  
Currently, I’m working with a middle school performance 0f Madagascar that’s proving to be more fun than 
expected. On the horizon , Agatha Christie’s Death on the Nile in May. I continue to keep busy in 
retiremen 
 

Robb Polski, 
President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@k
ernhigh.org 

 

Susan Dillon, Vice 
President 
(2026)/Central rep 
dillon@cchsca.or
g 

VP:Since our last board meeting, I facilitated the advisory call and, with Carole LeCren and Joan Williams, 
attended a Zoom meeting with our Precision rep. I arranged accommodations for the February meeting, 
as well.  
Central Rep: Since our last board meeting, I have distributed the writing contest flyers, Asilomar flyers 
(there will be some at the convention, too), communicated with potential board members, and was a 
co-host with Greater San Diego (thanks Jen Silver for your help with  Zoom and more)  at the January 
Cate Connects which featured Jen Roberts.  
Professionally: I continue my work with WASC/WCEA as a visiting committee chair/member and report 
reader, and the Diocese of Stockton (working with elementary schools re:vertical alignment). I was 
recently invited to join TUELS (The Training and Urban Education and Life Skills Foundation) as 
curriculum consultant and the RFC (Religious Formation Conference) as a member of their convention 
planning committee. 

Carole LeCren, 
Secretary 
carolelecren@yah
oo.com 

In addition to my normal duties creating and recording the agenda and minutes, I’ve been working on the 
convention as program/sessions chair and mobile app content creator. I’ve also been involved in the 
transition from using Precision as our mailing service and database keeper to looking at what our future 
options are. I also continue to communicate with our webmaster to make sure that our website is 
up-to-date. 

Denise Mikkonen, 
Treasurer 
denisemikkonen1
8@gmail.com 

Prior to the convention the treasure work involves daily interaction via texts, emails, and phone calls, 
completing of contracts, credit applications etc in order to keep the books current for CATE:  
 

●​ Processed deposits from convention 
●​ Worked with Cindy Conlin regarding convention deposits 
●​ Worked with Precision regarding membership and CE mailings 
●​ Updating books using Quicken 
●​ Weekly banking updates 
●​ Keeping accounts payable up to date  
●​ Reconciliation and payment of costs for convention (Curtin, Golden Ink, hotels, Speakers etc.) 
●​ Purchased insurance for event (event helper) 
●​ Created and mailed 2024 1099’s 
●​ Processed payment to Hyatt 
●​ Participated in Advisory Call 
●​ Communicated with President, convention coordinators and convention chair as needed 
●​ Ordered items needed for convention (decorations) 
●​ Collected convention speaker contracts for payment  

 
Professionally, this semester I have 6 student teachers at two different sights in PUSD, K,1,3 and 5th 
grade. There is a huge difference in second semester teacher candidates than first semester.  My 
students actually turn in their assignments! The increased implementation of phonics based instruction in 
the primary grades is amazing. Watching the K and 1st grade run through the phonics routines in 
unbelievable, they have routines are visual, auditory, kinesthetic, dictation, oral. TK has evolved to be play 
based (TK room is adjacent)  Students in K and TK were celebrating and learning about Chinese New 
Year. Students were watching the Big Bear eagle cam projected on the wall while engaged in their play. 



Students were talking about if the eagle was a mom or dad, where they went when they flew off. Just a 
glimpse into the world of elementary. I left with my teacher's heart singing.  
 
State Universities adopted Generative AI - CSUSM offered instructors an opportunity to participate in the 
GenAI course through completion of the 5 ACUE GenAI courses. Currently on second course. It is 
interesting…thought provoking. 
 

Annie Gervais, 
Capitol Rep 
agervais451@gm
ail.com 

Since the December Board meeting, I have been busy supporting Capitol members with a new curriculum 
in Folsom Cordova Unified, advocating for equitable grading with the district team, and supporting the 
chairs and local committee with CATE 2025.  
 
Based on discussion with CYRM, MaryBeth Barber specifically, Capitol is going to try to purchase a class 
set of each of the CYRM books for loan to Capitol members. Councils who are able to do so would be 
supporting both CYRM’s and CATE’s mission by doing so.  

Jennifer Silver, 
Southland Rep 
jennifersilver@vist
amarschool.org 

Southland Report, Dec 24 - February 2025 
 
We’re looking forward to honoring our middle school Teacher of Excellence at CATE 2025.  It took a bit of 
time to gather  those nomination letters, but they are wonderful.  
 
We met as a board in January.  SCTE resolved to hire a social media maven to continue spreading the 
word in digital and social spaces.  We also planned our annual Festival of Books meet-up at USC. 
 
Personally, I’m headed to Peru for a two-week service program shortly after convention, chaperoning 30 
students.    
 
I’ve been working backstage to organize CATE Connects alongside rotating council president hosts.  As 
President of Presidents, I facilitated all council presidents’ meetings.  We’ve been thrilled with the event’s 
growing attendance and the enthusiasm behind this new initiative.  Next up: CATE Connects 4 with 
Marisa Thompson on April 23.  Come support! 

Kristie Leyba and 
Janina Schulz, 
FACET Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fre
snounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fr
esnounified.org 

FACET Board Report: December 2024-February 2025 
In December, FACET put out a call for members to submit a narrative Year in Reading (inspired by the 
Millions). We will put submissions on our website and social media so members can read and gain 
inspiration for books to add to their TBR piles.  

 
In January, our board met to review notes from the December CATE board meeting and generate ideas 
for resolutions. We voted to continue to support the Young Writer’s Conference at Fresno State with two 
$50 awards for student writers. One of our board members, Dr. Rene Rodriguez Astacio, is now one of 
the co-facilitators of the YWC.  
 
Kristie Leyba will attend the board meeting to represent FACET. Duncan Rivera Wanless will attend the 
resolutions meeting as our resolutions chair.  
 

Nicole Brown and 
Gina Vattuone, 
GSDCTE Reps 
nicole.brown@sm
usd.org 
ginavattuone@gm
ail.com 

      GSDCTE & Central council co-hosted the January 29th Cate Connects 3, Jen Roberts, The AI - 
Assisted Writing Classroom. Thanks to Nic, Susan and Jennifer for being fantastic collaborators. We had 
28 attendees (not counting the 5 CATE hosts & presenter). This is the copy of the AI Writing Resource 
Doc she shared.  

I interviewed comic artist, ELA teacher and fist time CATE presenter (go see his panel!) Johnny 
Parker for the April issue of CA English. You can find his work here:  
https://www.johnnyparkercantlose.com/ 

Comics in education have been a theme for me these past few months. On January 13th I 
attended the Comic Con Museum Educators Night. I rejoined the SDCOE Educators Comic Book club. 
This month we discussed The Kumeyaay Visual Storytelling Project  and Community Engaged 
Comics.There are two parts to this FREE 44 page comic: Beyond Gaming is a walk through a community 

mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org
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gathering with tribal historians. Our Past, Present, and Future is a series of two page spreads telling 
history from the Kumeyaay perspective. You can find various formats of the comic here. We will also 
share free lesson plans and posters and exhibit panels here for download soon - stay tuned!  
https://kumeyaayvsp.weebly.com/the-comic.html 

 I am thriving in my position as a middle school librarian. If you want to see what has been 
happening in the MVA library, check out the  January & February Library Newsletters.  

Jill Hamilton 
Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@
gmail.com 

Kern Board Report: Dec 2024-Feb 2025 
In December, our board held its annual holiday gathering at the home of Robb Polski.  This is always a 
time of camaraderie and celebrating our work for the year. 
 
Also in December, two of our board members visited Centennial High School to congratulate our 
Classroom Excellence Award Winner. The principal of the school joined the team on the visit.  The award 
winner was teaching a journalism class when the team visited, and the students remained true to 
journalistic form and spread the word of the visit to other students throughout the day.  It was a great 
success! 
 
Several of our board members and council members will be attending the conference in February, and we 
look forward to a great time together! 

Vicki Kurtz, 
Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail
.com 

Redwood Board Report: Dec 2024-Feb 2025 
 
Our Council, along with the Redwood Writing Project Directors, did a “love bomb” at Trinidad Union 
Elementary School during their monthly Dragon Assembly to notify our Classroom Excellence recipient. 
Afterward we had a short meeting over coffee to discuss the possibility of a new president as well as the 
upcoming convention. 
 
 In addition, we have a scholarship winner (a 5th/6th, 7th/8th teacher) who will be attending alongside our 
scholarship winner from 2023. Although our other scholarship nominee (a young woman from Guam who 
teaches ELL/ELA at an elementary school in Upper Council’s area) did not receive it, it piqued her 
attention enough to bring her excitement to her entire department; subsequently, her Principal is paying 
for her and her ELA colleagues to attend the convention.  
 
Our local version of the writing contest has been advertised and the venue for the awards has been 
secured. Joan Williams has written another grant for our 1st, 2nd, 3rd place winners to be published in a 
book which they receive at the awards ceremony. Our Facebook page stays up to date and offers 
members diverse ways to stay connected and take part in professional development offered locally, 
distantly, and/or digitally 
 
Finally, I attended the Presidents’ meeting via Zoom; we discussed the success of CATE Connects and 
where we are going from here.We considered how to reach our members at the convention through 
personalized flyers/handouts with information about upcoming events to keep them involved beyond the 
convention. 

Carol Surabian, 
TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmai
l.com 

TUCATE has not met since our last CATE meeting. However, we have been working on the next CATE 
Connects and hope to finalize the date and speaker soon.  
I attended the Presidents’ meeting and plan to meet with my council to share what was discussed.  
We have been advertising the CATE writing contest and look forward to seeing everyone at the 
convention. 

Jori Krulder, 
Upper Rep 
jkrulder@pusdk12
.org 

 

Julie (Burnett) 
Young, MAL 
Elementary 
(2025) 
Julie_Burnett@ke
rnhigh.org 

 

Shawn 
McQuilliams, MAL 
Secondary (2025) 
shawn_mcquillia

 

https://kumeyaayvsp.weebly.com/the-comic.html
https://secure.smore.com/n/7h4p5-mva-library-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/netzg-mva-library-newsletter


ms@kernhigh.org 

April Parker, MAL 
Unspecified 
aparkerteacher@
aol.com 

 

Kathleen 
Giannandrea, 
MAL Unspecified 
kgiannandreaohs
@cojusd.org 

 

Kylowna Moton, 
MAL College 
(2023) 
kylowna@gmail.c
om 

Joan and I awarded all the CATE scholarships–including two of the new Hidden Gems scholarships. Yay!  
Other than that, I have nothing to report. Life is taking over, and I am now on sabbatical, working on a 
project about family history research.  

Joan Williams, 
MAL Small 
Council 
joanlwilliams@gm
ail.com 

Since the December meeting, I have worked with Kylowna to secure scholarship applicants, evaluated the 
applications, and selected the recipients. In addition, I have been taking the lead with Susan Dillon to 
secure supporting and congratulatory letters for the DSA winner. We also made arrangements with Cindy 
Conlin to create a clear method for those who would like to attend the Punky Fristrom dinner to be able to 
register for that event only.  

I also helped to address the issues connected with Precision because the organization is no longer able to 
process our memberships and do our mailings for us. We met online with the Precision representative to 
assist us in identifying our needs currently and moving forward. I also helped to arrange the mailing of the 
latest CE thanks to Carol Jago and Paul from Precision.  

I worked with Carole Lecren to summarize the services that Precision has been doing for CATE and sent 
a copy of our summary to the Advisory prior to our meeting so that we could discuss Precision and 
determine what to do both short term and long term.  

I worked with Lori to build our agenda for the meeting and to discuss our concerns and needs for 
Membership because of the uncertainty of the future of Precision services. 

For Redwood Council, I worked with the RWP team to get the writing contest organized. I made 
arrangements for our award ceremony and wrote a grant to help fund the printing of our award booklet. I 
also attended a surprise visit to the school of our Classroom Excellence winner to announce her award to 
the students and staff. 

Frank Mata, MAL 
Secondary 
frankmata32@gm
ail.com 

 
 

Lori Campbell, 
Membership 
Chair 
Lori_Campbell@k
ernhigh.org 

CATE Membership Report February 2025 
#  COUNCIL​ 5/22​ 12/22​ 3/23  ​ 9/23​ 11/23 ​ 5/24​ 9/24​ 11/24​
1/25​ +/- 
1  Redwood     ​ 20​ 17​ 17​ 16​ 15​ 26​ 26​ 24​ 11
​ -13 
2  Upper​ 13​ 15​ 58​ 58​ 58​ 24​ 25​ 24​ -8 
3  Capitol   ​ 38​ 39​ 126​ 129​ 144​ 79​ 79​ 60​ 25
​ -35 
4  Central ​ 93​ 93​ 255​ 249​ 342​ 227​ 229​ 133​ 100
​ -33 
5  Fresno      ​ 20​ 29​ 53​ 54​ 53​ 36​ 37​ 34​ 15
​ -19  
6  TUCATE     ​ 7​ 7​ 19​ 20​ 20​ 16​ 17​ 17​ 6
​ -11 
7  Kern​ 83​ 87​ 145​ 141​ 141​ 132​ 135​ 135​ 38                      
-97 
8  Southland      ​ 368​ 347​ 351​ 379​ 381​ 514​ 520​ 479​ 103
​ -376 
9  San Diego​ 58​ 48​ 42​ 45​ 44​ 74​ 69​ 68​ 21
​ - 



50 Out-of-state    ​ 20​ 20​ 18​ 18​ 19​ 47​ 24​ 23​ 10
​ -13 
55 Libraries​ 7​ 7​ 7​ 6​ 6​ 6​ 6​ 6​ 6
​ – 
99 Comp​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ 1​ – 
TOTAL              ​ 353​ 413​ 382​ 728​ 1092​ 1224​ 1168​ 1004​ 352
​ -652 
 
At the beginning of the new year, I was informed by  that the new legislation regarding Paul Neufeld
labor practices through non-profit organizations would mean the end of many services that Precision 
provides to us including maintaining our membership database and sending out mailings including the 
labeling and shipping of California English. I immediately notified  and  Joan Williams Carole LeCren
who were able to meet with Paul and research possible solutions. I set up a Google Meet with them for 
the end of January 2025.  Joan has gathered all of the information so that we will be able to discuss all 
factors at the board meeting. Paul was able to send me the database sheet, and I have also shared that 
with Carole and Joan.  
 
I was unable to attend the meeting as I was in Burlingame for the CCIS conference. (California 
Consortium of Independent Studies.) This conference explored the use of Artificial Intelligence to help 
keep students engaged and participating in Independent Studies programs.  
 
I have continued to meet with CAR/W members regarding ERWC and the communication committee. 
However, due to budget constraints with the CSU Chancellor’s Office, I will no longer be able to produce 
the videos that I once did for ERWC. I have notified them that I will be cancelling the PowToon account 
because I will not be able to afford to continue maintaining it.  
 
I continue to work on the 9th grade ERWC module and have promised CAR/W a date of completion for 
late March so that the module can be piloted as soon as possible. The module will ask students to decide 
if AI interferes with creativity. 
 
CATE membership was present at the CSUB/KHSD RIAP speaker featuring Mark Watkins who also 
spoke on using AI to help in the instruction of writing. Over 80 participants from the Kern High School 
District and CSUB attended the workshop.  

Jennifer Silver 
and Annie 
Gervais, CATE 
Convention 
Co-Coordinators 
jennifersilver@vist
amarschool.org 
 
agervais451@gm
ail.com 

Convention Coordinators’ Report 
 
We are looking forward to seeing our full efforts come to life at CATE 2025!  Along the way, we have been 
regularly meeting with hotel reps, decorators, registration gurus, convention chairs, and other VIP’s.  
We’re indebted to Carole L. and Denise M. for their tireless contributions to our noble cause, and thankful 
to the board for their service to CATE. 
 
Since the September Board Meeting, we have 

●​ Hosted the board at my house for dinner, camaraderie and a book exchange 
●​ Attended the CYRM Committee meeting in Robb’s stead, and made some plans for future 

conventions in terms of CYRM that we’re not ready to reveal yet. This also overlaps with the 
Capitol Council as well.  

●​ Worked with Event Power to negotiate Exhibit Hall needs, such as for the Library of Congress, 
whose payment needs are tricky due to bureaucratic red tape.  

●​ Adjusted the room block with the Hyatt three times, still sold out.  
●​ Negotiated the 2027 Menu pricing onto the 2025 Contract. This is a huge savings of nearly $50 

per person.  
●​ Worked out a solution for the California State Library booth with Mary Beth Barber, as they 

aren’t allowed to pay for furniture. *Future change for public entities in the EH?  
●​ Received a list of recommended hotel alternatives from the Hyatt and sent to Cindy to post 

when the hotel sold completely out for 2/27.  
●​ Requested the AV quote, negotiated, and signed.  
●​ Set Wifi Access Code: CATE2025 and Password: readingislit 
●​ Set a schedule for security 
●​ Paid (with Denise) the deposit for the hotel 
●​ Worked with Convention Chairs to create signs from instagram posts following the same 

branding and color scheme, sent to Curtin for printing in color with our $500 allotment.  
●​ Requested table tent cards from Denise to put AV Chair’s name and phone number on tables 

with projects in session rooms.  

mailto:gotmail@ucpsd.org
mailto:joanlwilliams@gmail.com
mailto:carolelecren@yahoo.com
https://marcwatkins.org/
mailto:jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org
mailto:jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org
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mailto:agervais451@gmail.com


●​ Met with Carole, Katie Erpenbach from EP, and Cindy Conlin to review ShoApp the day before 
launch.  

●​ Contacted every attendee with a duplicated reservation at the hotel (sorry Susan!) to determine 
if the reservation was 

○​ Indeed a duplicate 
○​ In need of a different name on the subsequent reservations 
○​ Correct.  

●​ Made 21 reservation adjustments 
●​ Wrote the “Items of Interest to the Board” Card 
●​ Worked with Carole LeCren to create the evaluation and the board service schedule.  
●​ Reviewed and compiled contracts for Denise as a backup for the chairs.  
●​ Spoke to Gerry Brooks via text (eek! Fangirling!!!) about the AV for his presentation. Received 

the link to download onto a flash drive.  
●​ Arranged times for AV checks with Encore and Chairs 
●​ Read The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 

Needed: a 2026 Convention Chair, ASAP 

Amber White and 
Yolanda Jimenez, 
CATE 2025 
Co-Chairs 
ambernwhite85@
gmail.com 
yolanda.jimenez
@trusd.net 

 

Bill Younglove, 
Legislative 
Analyst 
wyoungl@aol.co
m 

CATE (First Quarter/Dec.-Feb./March) Legislative Analyst Report 
                    ​ Liaison (nonvoting) Bill Younglove 
  
• Discussed current legislative issues with (former) Assembly Speaker, Anthony Rendon, at my house. 
• Continued Book Club (4) readings/discussions. 
• On 1/27 (Holocaust Remembrance Day), presented Rediscovering Anne Frank Via Her Diary, at Cerritos 
Library. 
• Communicated with USHMM’s Archivist/Curator Rebecca Erbelding on the Refugee Crisis, at Wilshire 
Blvd. Temple. 
• Took in NAEP’s webinar updates, Beyond the Headlines. 
• Took in Hadassah Magazine’s webinar discussion on The Legacy of Anne Frank. 
• Took in Bookish (Southern California News Group) webinar, with three local authors. 
• Held Southland Council of Teachers of English quarterly Board meeting, at my house, February 8th. 

Tim Dewar, CWP 
Liaison 
dewar@education
.ucsb.edu 

CWP Liaison Report, February, 2025 
  
The California Writing Project has planned a full-day of events for the James Gray Memorial 
Preconvention at CATE. The day’s theme is Deep Roots, Changing Seasons: 50 years of responsive and 
relevant writing instruction with the California Writing Project. We are very fortunate to have as our 
morning keynote speakers a panel of CWP teachers sharing their thinking and activities about generative 
AI in the classroom. Our luncheon speaker will be John Warner, author of More than Words: How to Think 
about Writing in the Age of AI. We have assembled a dynamic line-up of break-out sessions, with six 
offerings in two different rounds. CWP appreciates the ongoing collaboration with CATE to provide this 
preconvention. 
  
  
Humbly submitted, 
Tim Dewar 
CWP Executive Director 
UCSB 
 

Jennifer Howerter, 
Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.c
a.gov 

 
 Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities  
AB 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022) and SB 114, Section 115 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 
2023) authorized the Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible 
school sites received a funding allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and train literacy 
coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and implement interventions for students in 
need of targeted literacy support. For a list of eligible school sites for fiscal years 2022‒23 and 2023‒24, 
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see the California Department of Education (CDE) LCRS Categorical Programs web page.   

The LCRS Educator Training (LCRSET) Lead, Sacramento County Office of Education (COE), along with 
co-lead Napa COE and other partners, are offering professional learning events that are open for 
educators across the state to participate in, including professional learning networks and an Expert 
Webinar Series. The access code to register for all of the sessions is: LCRSET.   

• Expert Webinar Series, Session 4: Student-Focused Coaching, Sharing the Leadership  
March 6, 2025, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   

• Spring Professional Learning Network, Tiers 2 & 3, Supplemental and Intensified Support  
April 1, 2025, 8 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.   

• Save the date for the LCRSET California Literacy Conference, which will be held on June 17, 2025.  

For an overview of the LCRSET project, including a breakdown of all of the COE hubs and the LEAs that 
they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more information about LCRSET, contact the team at 
LCRSET@scoe.net.  

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant  

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention (RII) grant program, also known as Project Accelerating 
Reading Intervention through Systemic Excellence (Project ARISE), the Contra Costa COE and partners 
generate and disseminate professional learning opportunities for kindergarten through grade twelve public 
school educators across the state in the areas of evidence-based literacy instruction, including biliteracy 
instruction; intensive literacy interventions; and support of pupils’ executive functioning skills.  

In addition to five no-cost courses, Project ARISE offers expert workshops hosted by grant partners, as 
well as virtual communities of practices to accompany the courses. Registration for each of these 
opportunities is provided in the Project ARISE 2024-25 flyer.  

Project ARISE recently hosted virtual information sessions to help decision makers across California learn 
about each of the four approved reading difficulties screeners. Recordings of the sessions are available 
on the Project ARISE Reading Difficulties Risk Screener Resource One Pager.  

For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RII Grant web page and the CCCOE 
Project ARISE web page.  

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant  

In 2019, the CDE was awarded $37.5 million in federal Comprehensive Literacy State Development 
(CLSD) grant funds by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to leverage and expand existing statewide 
infrastructure, guidance, and expertise to bring coherence to the system of literacy supports to improve 
student outcomes. The CDE distributed seven subgrant awards to COEs to support the project objectives 
as Literacy Lead Agencies (LLAs). The CDE has been granted a one year extension by ED through 
September 2025. LLAs continue providing supports to their partner districts, facilitating scaling and 
sustainability efforts, and contributing resources to the Literacy Resources Repository housed on 
California Educators Together.   

The CDE was also awarded the full $38 million requested in the ED 2024 CLSD Award. Information on 
this grant can be read in the Federal Register. This opportunity extends over five years and is designed to 
advance literacy skills through the use of evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, including 
pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through grade twelve, with an emphasis on 
key subgroups, including children living in poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities.  

The CDE recently sent out a literacy needs assessment to California local educational agencies, which 
was open through February 5, 2025. Information gathered from the needs assessment is being used by 
the State Literacy Team (SLT) to inform revisions and updates to the California Comprehensive State 
Literacy Plan (SLP). The SLT convened for the first time on February 5, 2025, and convened again on 
February 26, 2025. This work includes evaluating the structure of the current SLP, adapting the statewide 
literacy priorities to California’s current literacy context, and adding in vignettes and successes from the 
CLSD 2019 subgrant projects. The CDE will present the updated version of the SLP for adoption to the 
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State Board of Education in Spring 2025, before releasing a new Request for Applications for subgrants in 
Summer 2025.  

Information about the CLSD Grant and accompanying resources is available on the CDE CLSD web 
page.  

 

 

Chris Street, 
Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.
edu 

I have been working to finalize ERWC related items for the CATE conference. 
 
ERWC Reception Saturday, March 1 5:00 pm-6:00 pm 

 
ERWC strand–Chris S. will reach out to presenters to include ERWC update slides in their sessions, 
publicize the ERWC reception on Saturday night, hand out ERWC Literacy Conference fliers, etc.  ​
 
ERWC Booth is happening again this year 
 
2025 ERWC Literacy Conference, June 23, 2025 in Long Beach 
​
Chris is exploring funding sources because sadly with the expected budget cuts to the CSU system, his 
travel support from the Chancellor’s Office may not be continued to support his role as ERWC liaison to 
CATE.   Chris used funding through his campus to support his travel to the CATE conference this year 
rather than being supported through the Chancellor’s Office.   
 

Carol Jago, 
California English 
Editor, Liaison 
California 
Reading and 
Literature Project 
cjago@caroljago.
com 

February 1, 2025 
  
TO:             ​ CATE Board 
FROM:       ​ Carol Jago, California English editor 
RE: ​         ​ February board report 
  
The challenge of getting the February issue of California English mailed to members occupied a lot of the 
editor’s bandwidth. The good news is that Precision was able to get the magazines out before shuttering 
its services. Phew! 
  
I recently discovered that Sundance Press, printers of Calfornia English for the past 20 years, also have 
the capacity to handle mailings – which they already do for a number of their customers. I don’t know 
about their capacity for handling other CATE membership business, but it could be worthwhile to speak to 
them if we are still looking for a replacement for Precision. I can vouch for their dependability. 
  
We have an artist scheduled for our May issue, Elena Megalos https://www.elenamegalos.com/ Please 
help me to circulate the call for next manuscripts. It echoes our conference theme. 
  
May 2025 
Social Context: Contemporary Culture in the Classroom 
  
Engaging students in their own learning has ever been a challenge. Could incorporating pop culture and 
social media into the curriculum help to make content more relevant? How have you employed 
contemporary themes to demonstrate the evergreen nature of classic texts? What place do multimedia 
sources have in your syllabus? How do you teach a close, rhetorical reading of such texts? 
  
Deadline April 1, 2025 
  
Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word file to California English 
editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles should be limited to 2,500 words. 

Mary Beth Barber, 
CYRM 
representative 

All CATE committee members for the CYRM met on January 11 in Alameda, along with the rest of the 
CYRM team. Annie Gervais, new CATE CYRM rep Aimee Korynta, and MB met up with Chris Fluetsch, 
CYRM admin, in Davis and carpooled to the Bay Area, as well as discussed how to improve ELA and 
library efforts generally and with CYRM.  

The CYRM committee announced the nominees for the 2025-26 California Young Reader Medal at the 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://www.elenamegalos.com/


CSLA conference in San Jose on January 30, 2025. The list can be found on the website and in the PDF 
press release. There is also an outreach publicity kit including sample newsletter text for schools and 
districts. TeachingBooks grouped the CYRM nominees together and posted lists on the website along with 
resources for the books. There are actually two lists available right now - the previous one with votes due 
April 1, 2025; and the newly announced one with votes due April 1, 2026.  

 

https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/nominees
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZliI0WoBPoe5UNP5fK6X-Dq5OjwdfmG7
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZliI0WoBPoe5UNP5fK6X-Dq5OjwdfmG7
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZliI0WoBPoe5UNP5fK6X-Dq5OjwdfmG7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZY46mcqfbLrLqjCbz95Vb0P8MbMQGP34/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZY46mcqfbLrLqjCbz95Vb0P8MbMQGP34/edit
https://share.teachingbooks.net/QLBRO9E

