
 
 

CATE Board of Directors’ Meeting 
Thursday, February 27, 2025 

 
Hyatt Regency SFO 

1333 Bayshore Highway • Burlingame, CA 94010 

 
 

MEETING ROOM: Sequoia A 
NETWORK:  CATE2025 

PASSWORD: readingislit 
 
  

AGENDA 
 
Board Members:  
(present highlighted in yellow) 
 

Board Member E-mail 

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President 
MAL Unspecified 

elmcaninch@comcast.net 

Robb Polski, President (2026) Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org 

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026) dillon@cchsca.org 

Carole LeCren, Secretary (2025) carolelecren@yahoo.com 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer (appointed) denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 

agervais451@gmail.com 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention  
Co-Coordinator 

jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

Kristie Leyba & Janina Schulz, FACET Reps kristie.leyba@fresnounified.org; 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

Gina Vattuone and Nicole Brown, GSDCTE 
Reps 

ginavattuone@gmail.com 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep missvkurtz@gmail.com 

mailto:kristie.leyba@fresnounified.org
mailto:Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org
mailto:ginavattuone@gmail.com


Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep surabianc8@gmail.com 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep jkrulder@pusdk12.org 

Julie Young, MAL Elementary Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org 

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary  shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified aparkerteacher@aol.com 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

Kylowna Moton, MAL College kylowna@gmail.com 

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council joanlwilliams@gmail.com 

Mindy Montanio, MAL Unspecified mindy_montanio@kernhigh.org 

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary frankmata32@gmail.com 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair membership@cateweb.org 

Amber White, CATE 2025 Co-Chair ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

Yolanda Jimenez, CATE 2025 Co-Chair yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst wyoungl@aol.com 

Gale Caswell, CETA Liaison gale.caswell@gmail.com 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

Gina Gray, Liaison CTA ginanichole35@gmail.com 

Chris Street, Liaison for ERWC cstreet@fullerton.edu 

Mary Beth Barber, Rep for CYRM marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE JHowerter@cde.ca.gov 

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison 
California Reading and Literature Project  

cjago@caroljago.com 

 

CYRM Reps: 
Shraddha Kapadia 
Mary Beth Barber (marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov) 
Christopher Fluetsch 

marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov 

 
 



Resolutions Committee  

Shawn McQuilliams, Chair shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

Lisa Perry, Central Rep perryl@esuhsd.org 

Greg Johnson, Kern Rep  

Taylor Bradley, Capitol Rep tbradley@fcusd.org 

Madeline Alpert, Southland Rep madelinealpert@burbankusd.org 

Nicole Brown, Greater San Diego Rep nicole.brown@smusd.org 

Duncan Rivera Wanless, FACET Rep duncan.wanless@fresnounified.org 

David Sanders, Redwood Rep dwsanders55@mac.com 

Destiney Warren, TUCATE Rep dwarren5219@portervilleschools.org 

 

NCTE (send copy of minutes to:) affsec@ncte.org  

 
 

Bylaws and Policies link: https://www.cateweb.org/member-resources/documents-policies/ 
 

 
 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2025 
 
Breakfast: 7:30 AM 
 
1. Call to Order 
Time:  X:XX AM 
 
2. Native Land Acknowledgement 
 
3. Introductions/Updates/Write into the Meeting/Learning Mission (w/ Frank) 
Introduction of the Resolutions Committee 
 
4. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes 
Link to December 2024 Board Minutes:  

 CATE Board December 2024 Minutes
 
Moved by XX, seconded by XX. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rlHQNGVq0Try6TXZD5VCs_Mx83sQNlpXOWKXS8U7Yqk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.cateweb.org/member-resources/documents-policies/


5. Consent Docket 
a.​ Approval of agenda 

Moved by XX, seconded by XX. Passed 
 
6. CATE Board Reports  
 
Link to CATE Board Reports February 2025:  

 CATE Board Reports February 2025
 
 

a.​ President: Robb Polski 
i.​ Intro of the Precision issue 
ii.​ Talk about MAL Middle 
iii.​ Scholarships 

 
b.​ Vice President: Susan Dillon 

i.​ Advisory calls 
ii.​ Accommodation trends 
iii.​ LAX Hilton May 3-4 2025 – room preferences due April 18 

​ ​  
c.​ Past President: Liz McAninch 

i.​  
 

d.​ Secretary: Carole LeCren 
i.​ As posted. 

 
e.​ Treasurer: Denise Mikkonen 

i.​ Year-to-Date Finances - Budget 
1.​ 1099’s issued to speakers from last year (Rita Suh returned) 
2.​ Prepaid hotel $ 
3.​ Items needed to pay speakers -  

a.​ Payee Tax form 
b.​ Hotel receipt 
c.​ Airfare receipt 

ii.​ Convention Reimbursement Procedures 
1.​ Hotel Cost: $113.13 (room rate with taxes/fees) per night 
2.​ Parking: $10.00 per day  

iii.​ JW Pearson Retired 

 
f.​ Membership: Lori Campbell 

i.​  
ii.​  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HDnO4n2fRUBKI5phZnRjkTz2mUB7i4k-xz-mYKgNSuw/edit?usp=sharing


g.​ Convention Coordinators: Jennifer Silver and Annie Gervais 
i.​ Demonstration of ShoApp/MyAgenda and how to troubleshoot problems for 

attendees (Carole) 
ii.​ Gratitude, Always 
iii.​ Board Responsibilities 
iv.​ Other Logistic Reminders: 

1.​ Please spread out at meals, except for Saturday evening.  
2.​ President’s Reception 

v.​ Amber and Yolanda 
vi.​ CATE 2026- Still looking for a convention chair or co-chairs 
vii.​ CATE 2027-Hyatt Regency SFO, where we are sitting! 
viii.​ CATE 2028; we are hoping for San Diego 

 
h.​ Reports by Liaisons 

i.​ CTA 
ii.​ CWP 
iii.​ CDE 
iv.​ CETA 
v.​ CLRP 

vi.​ ERWC 
vii.​ CYRM 

 
i.​ Report by Legislative Analyst 

 
j.​ Report by Editor of California English 

 
k.​ Report by President of Presidents: Jennifer Silver 

   
l.​ Reports by Council Committee Representatives 

i.​ Upper 
ii.​ Redwood 
iii.​ Capitol (As Posted)-Cyrm Class Sets 
iv.​ Central (As Posted) 
v.​ FACET 

vi.​ TUCATE 
vii.​ Kern 
viii.​ Southland 
ix.​ Greater San Diego 

 
7. Standing Committee Meetings (Round One) 
 
a.​ Leadership/Membership 
Leadership/Membership Joan Williams 
Members: Lori Campbell, Liz McAnnich, Jori Krulder, Julie Young, Chris Street, Carol 



Surabian, Gale Caswell, Kylowna Moton, Kathleen Giannandrea 
Agenda: 

1.​ Discuss Precision/mailings/archives/future bids 
2.​ Elections/candidates for open positions 
3.​ Scholarships 
4.​ Finding new leaders–job descriptions/recruitment ideas 
5.​ Book giveaway update 
6.​ Membership Booth support 
7.​ Other 

 
​  

b.​ Policy/Censorship 
Policy/Censorship April Parker 
Members: Gina Vattuone, Nic Brown, Bill Younglove, Carol Jago, Jennifer Howerter, 
Janina Schulz, Shawn McQuilliams (Resolutions Chair), Vicki Kurtz 

Agenda: 
1.​  

 
c.​ Convention Coordinating 
Convention Coordinating Chair: Annie Gervais and Jennifer Silver 
Members: Frank Mata, Denise Mikkonen, Robb Polski, Amber White, Tim Dewar, Carole 
LeCren, Jill Hamilton-Bunch, Yolanda Jimenez, Chris Street, Mary Beth Barber 

Agenda: 
1.​ Final Updates and/or Needs from Amber and Yolanda 
2.​ Centerpieces 
3.​ Other 

 
8. Report Out of Standing Committee Meetings (Round One) 
[note boxes for taking minutes will be inserted on the minutes] 
 
9. Report Out by Resolutions Committee 
 
LUNCH   12:15 
 
10. Standing Committee Meetings (Round Two) 
 
a.​ Executive Finance 
Executive Finance Susan Dillon 
Members: Members: Denise Mikkonen, Robb Polski, Jennifer Silver, Annie Gervais, Tim 
Dewar, Amber White 

Agenda: 
1.​ Discuss Precision/mailings/archives/future bid 
2.​ Registration numbers 
3.​ Convention budget review 

a.​ Food minimums 
b.​ Speakers costs 



2.​ 2025-2026 budget 
3.​ Membership Increase? (Precision replacement) 

 
 
b.​ Publications/Social Media  
Publications/Social Media Carole LeCren 
Members: Carol Jago, Kylowna Moton, Joan Williams, Janina Schulz, Liz McAnnich, 
Shawn McQuilliams, Kathleen Giannandrea, Lori Campbell, Yolanda Jimenez, Bill 
Younglove, Mary Beth Barber, Carol Surabian 

Agenda: 
1.​ Discuss Precision/mailings/archives/future bids 
2.​ Discuss advertising and future of CATE Creative Writing Contest 

 
c.​ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Frank Mata 
Members:  Gina Vattuone, Nic Brown, Jill Hamilton Bunch, Vicki Kurtz, Jori Krulder, Julie 
Young, April Parker, Chris Street, Jennifer Howerter 
​ Agenda: 

1.​  
 
 
11. Report Out of Standing Committees (Round Two) 
[note boxes for taking minutes will be inserted on the minutes] 
 
12. Report Out by Resolutions Committee (Round Two) 
 
13. Old Business 
 
14. New Business 
 
15. Adjournment 
Moved by XX, seconded by XX. 
Time: XX PM 
 


