CATE Board Reports: ANNUAL BOARD REPORT FOR 2024

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President | attended CATE’s annual convention in Los Angeles and enjoyed working
behind the scenes. The highlight for me was Poetry Night: inspiring and fun. A
great idea to bring us together!

As Chair of the Young Writers contest for Central, | collected the entries and
shared the copies with the judges. | also helped organize Central’s reception to
honor our 2024 Young Writers in April. Our four first-place winners along with
eight “Writers of Distinction” were invited along with their teachers and family.
The students selected a book of their choice and received a plaque and gift
card after reading their pieces for the guests. The auditorium was full and the
audience and young writers were delighted!

| worked with the Curriculum Study Commission on the Asilomar conference,
Teaching in the World of Al: Promises and Challenges on October 4-6. Major
speakers were Robert Jeffers and Carol Jago. Central Council also hosted the
opening reception on October 4 (lots of good food and free drink coupons). |
also chaired the Hamlet Al session.

The Central Council and CATE Board were well-represented at the Curriculum
Study Commission’s annual conference in October. Our chair, Ruth Nathan,
inspired by California English’s Al articles, recruited many of those contributors
to lead sessions. | organized Central’'s Reception on Friday as well as putting
together a number of baskets to contribute to Central’s annual raffle at the
Saturday reception. Central provides a scholarship for a new teacher to attend
the conference every year. This year the candidate was from the Visalia
Council. Thanks to the generosity of the attendees, we raised over $800.00 on
the baskets, an all-time high. To top it off, we enjoyed glorious weather and

scenery.
Robb Polski, President (2026) Since December, | have had various virtual meetings and conversations with
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org Denise Mikkonen to discuss CATE finances. | worked the “President’s

Perspective’for the next issues of California English. | have been busy putting
together the awards and speeches for the 2024 convention in Los Angeles and
have met with the convention chairs, coordinator, and advisory board meetings
as well.

Since March, | have had various virtual meetings and conversations with
Denise Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events. | worked the
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of

California English and participated in our May advisory meeting virtually.

Locally, | have met with and hosted our KCTE local members to celebrate our
Distinguished Service Award Recipient, Dr. Flachmann and to discuss our local
calendar of events, future book clubs, and outlining

upcoming wants and needs (It was a backyard BBQ with Pulled Pork,
homemade sauces, brats and kraut, German potato salad (family recipe), etc.

| also attended the 30th Anniversary of Building Bridges conference, bringing
together colleagues from across Kern County from the high schools, community
colleges, and CSUB to present and collaborate on meeting the needs of our
students as they articulate from HS through advanced degrees (shout out to
founder and CATE member Dr. Flachmann for her decades long vision and
dedication).

Since May, | have had various virtual meetings and conversations with Denise
Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events. | have been preparing
and planning for the NCTE national convention in November. | worked the




“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and
participated in our August advisory meeting virtually.

Locally, | have met with KCTE local members to discuss our Teacher of
Excellence Award and to discuss our local calendar of events, future book
clubs, and outlining upcoming wants and needs.

| have also been involved in our local teachers union, KHSTA , as a site
representative attending bimonthly meetings, and on the contract negotiation
committee. And lastly, | have been busy preparing for and beginning the start
to the 2024-2025 school year at IHS.

Since September, | have had various virtual meetings and conversations with
Denise Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events. | attended the
NCTE national convention in Boston where we went to various sections, the
Annual business meeting, and discussed CATE’s present and future. | wrote
the “President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and
participated in our advisory meeting virtually.

Locally, | have met with KCTE local members to discuss our upcoming end of
year functions, and | will be hosting our end of year meeting, book exchange,
and holiday celebration in December.

| have also been involved in our local teachers union, KHSTA , as a site
representative attending bimonthly meetings, and completed the contract
negotiation for the 2024-2025 school year.

Respectfully submitted, Robb Polski, President of the California Teachers of
English

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)
Central Rep
dillon@cchsca.org

VP:

Since the last annual report, | facilitated six advisory calls and organized rooms,
food, and beverages for four board meetings, including one in Sacramento.
Central Rep:

Since the last annual report, | served CATE 2024 as bookstore liaison and
autograph chair. | also worked with Liz on the writing contest entries; however,
Liz coordinated and hosted the awards ceremony. She did, as usual, an
outstanding job.

Central continued its annual tradition of hosting a reception at Asilomar and
providing Chiyo baskets to be raffled off in support of new teacher scholarships.
We raised $800 this year and used pay apps which certainly helped.

| attended NCTE 2024 in Boston as Central rep.

Central will have a new rep to the board in 2025, Lisa Perry. She became
interested in volunteering after attending the CATE 2024 business meeting.

Carole LeCren, Secretary
carolelecren@yahoo.com

In my role as board secretary, | have created and maintained the files that
include: agendas, minutes, board reports, and the board roster. | kept the name
placards for board meetings updated. | took minutes at each board meeting,
and made sure they were posted on CATEweb.org.

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com

To: CATE Board

From: Denise Mikkonen Treasurer

RE: Annual Board Report

In fulfilling my duties as treasurer for this year, | have:
*Attended all CATE board meetings over the last 12 months
*Participated in Board Advisory Calls

*Attended NCTE in Boston

*Maintained records of CATE financials using Quicken
*Completed NCTE Affiliate paperwork

*Created CATE Annual Budget




*Maintained finances, issued checks, paid accounts due, and managed budget
*Met with other treasurer throughout the year to work on financial matters
related to CATE

*Provided credit card and other information to hotels in advance of CATE board
meetings

*Worked with CPA on tax filings related to CATE

*Filed and send IRS 1099 forms

Respectfully Submitted,
Denise Mikkonen - Treasurer

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep
agervais451@gmail.com

We secured convention co-coordinators for the 2025 Convention at the Hyatt
Regency SFO in Burlingame, Amber White and Yolanda Jimenez. We have
also brought in a new, first year teacher, Taylor Bradley, to serve on the
Resolutions committee, as Kari Mann was unable to this year.

Our treasurer and | had to deal with an issue with our bank account, wherein
the bank wanted to close our account. We were able to redo some paperwork
that needed to be done to clear the issue.

Capitol actually had a meeting with attendees present in April! We voted on our
creative writing contest entries, discussed the upcoming convention with the
2025 chairs, and discussed local committee assignments.

The planning for 2025 is going strong, and as MaryBeth Barber, a CYRM
representative is also in our council, we are solidifying this relationship as well.

| attended the B NCTE Affiliate Leadership Meeting 2024 as a representative
of CATE. | have continued to work with the other council presidents to generate
ideas for Capitol.

In December, Capitol hosted the CATE Board for a holiday dinner.

Since the December Board meeting, | have been busy supporting Capitol
members with a new curriculum in Folsom Cordova Unified, advocating for
equitable grading with the district team, and supporting the chairs and local
committee with CATE 2025.

Based on discussion with CYRM, MaryBeth Barber specifically, Capitol is going
to try to purchase a class set of each of the CYRM books for loan to Capitol
members. Councils who are able to do so would be supporting both CYRM’s
and CATE’s mission by doing so.

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org

Southlanders have promoted and supported Dr. Bill Younglove in his workshop
at the Billie Jean King Library. In cooperation with the L.A. Times Book Club, we
also gathered at UCI to attend Dean Koontz’s outstanding talk in which he
discussed his latest novel, The Bad Weather Friend, set in Newport Beach.
Koontz was gracious to spend hours afterward meeting the audience and
signing our books!

In the fall, we hosted our annual Write Night, honoring local writing contest
winners and our CATE 2024 Teacher of Excellence, Gus Macuil. Gus led a
wonderful demonstration and it was a beautiful, sentimental evening. It was my
second year attending Asilomar in October - always a sweet treat! | also
attended (and presented) at NCTE in Boston and met our affiliate’s obligations
therein.

Our literary programming continued in the spring as we met at the LA Festival
of Books for a board mixer and author panels. We continued our annual
publication in partnership with the L.A. Conservancy, reviewing and creating
reading guides around books about Los Angeles, aimed at school-age children.
During the fall, SCTE co-hosted the inaugural CATE Connects, which was
well-attended and quite well received. This program continues to expand in
wonderful ways and promote outstanding dialogue. Be on the lookout for CATE
Connects 4 on April 23!

| gathered and organized all of the Southland award documentation, including



https://docs.google.com/document/d/11jUVKEjtoISJMyaSOiIJVejkEZ_6OQLvv_7ocVI5HR8/edit?usp=sharing

the Classroom Award for Teaching Excellence - Middle School. | provided
backstage support for the remaining CATE Connects in November, January,
and (upcoming in) April: running Eventbites, communicating with registrants,
sending follow-up surveys, and directing scholarship funds secured to the
CATE Treasurer.

| helped to organize all things convention, from myriad meetings to napkin
negotiations to commandeering copious coffee carafes.

I’'m writing a textbook in my spare time.

Looking forward to navigating social contexts and silent discos at CATE 2025!

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET
Reps

Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org

FACET Annual Board Report 2024

Approximately 30 folks from FACET regional council attended CATE 2024. We
had several members present at the California Writing Project’s pre-convention
and several members present at the CATE convention in Los Angeles.

FACET presented two awards to student writers at the Young Writer’s
Conference at Fresno State in April 2024.

FACET returned to a shared leadership model for the 2024-25 school year. The
co-presidents we had elected for the year were unable to fully commit to the
role due to other obligations.

Our first board meeting after a summer hiatus was combined with a fall meet
and greet at Gazebo Gardens on September 19. We sent out the invite to all
FACET members and encouraged them to bring a colleague. We had
opportunities at the event for attendees to share ideas for social gatherings,
professional learning, and advocacy. Our September Social was attended by
several new teachers who we were able to introduce to FACET and CATE and
the role of advocacy and community in building career-long supports and
connections. We did a casual needs assessment with a sticky note activity and
had great discussions around the best books we read over summer. Our goals
will be to continue offering enrichment and connection to personal and
professional learning in small groups beyond a teacher’s campus, social
interactions to expand our reach and teacher awareness, and invitations to
participate in local literacy-focused events (LitHop, Young Writer’'s Conference,
SJV Bookfest, Poetry readings, and theater productions).

Janina Schulz, FACET past president, presented a poster session at NCTE
2024 in Boston.

Our group continued to partner with SUIVWP and Kristie Leyba (VP of FACET
and SJVWP Board member/Teacher Leader) will be co-presenting for the
Preconvention CWP sessions. Kristie Leyba is attending CATE board meeting
at CATE 2025 Convention as the FACET rep and Duncan Rivera Wanless is
attending the resolutions committee meeting as our Resolutions Chair.

In January, our board met to review notes from the December CATE board
meeting and generate ideas for resolutions. We voted to continue to support the
Young Writer's Conference at Fresno State with two $50 awards for student
writers. One of our board members, Dr. Rene Rodriguez Astacio, is now one of
the co-facilitators of the YWC.

FACET has been busy supporting and partnering for local teacher participation
in literacy enterprises such as: Young Writer’'s Conference CSUFresno,
SJVWP, Fresno LitHop, San Joaquin Valley Bookfest.

The Board has:
° Continued to reach out to new teachers and invited more folks to
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socials and our open board meetings.

e  Gathered some writing from members “What | Read in 2024” to
publish and develop community.

e  Currently planning a summer book club of new or noteworthy reads

e  Provide two awards in recognition of local student writers who submit
work to YWC at Fresno State.

e  Kristie Leyba is presenting at the CWP Pre-Convention with two
colleagues on developing local poetry resources and using local
writers in the classroom.

Nicole Brown and Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE
Reps

nicole.brown@smusd.org
ginavattuone@gmail.com

June 24 Newsletter
September 24 Newsletter

e  Feb Contacted Juan Reynoso for DEI Column

e Feb Contacted IDW, HTH & SDSU to advertise in CA English

e Feb GSDCTE partnered with SD poet laureate, Jason Perez to
support the San Diego Poetry Initiative.

e May 16 GSDCTE Meet-Up at Miguel's

e  May selected local writing contest winner to send to CATE Board

e June 11 GSDCTE Meet-Up at 3rd Corner

e  September 23rd “A Conversation about Intellectual Freedom with

NCTE Affiliates for Banned Books Week” webinar
e  October Carole Le Cren and | met to select the CATE 2025 session
presenters

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com

This has been an active year for the Kern Council.
Activities included:

e  Support of CATE Writing Contest
End-of-the-Year Gathering for Kern Council members
Nomination and financial support of a candidate for ScWriP
Beginning-of-the-Year Gathering for Kern Council members
Support for the One Book Project for Kern County Writing Contest
Nomination support for High School Classroom Teacher of
Excellence

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep
missvkurtz@gmail.com

Redwood Council currently has 28 members spread across 14,353 miles in the
six counties that make up our region. We had a very successful meetup in Los
Angeles at the 2024 Uncovering Hidden Gems Convention and with the
addition of a few Upper Council members (our near neighbors), we increased
our social media and online connections.

Our local involvement in the CATE writing contest was successful once again
with two winners (5-6th/7-8th) chosen to be published in California English. We
had a local celebration honoring the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in late
spring. We also received the College Classroom Excellence Award for Sarah
Ben-Zvi, our writing contest chairwoman and RWP colleague. This year’s
Classroom Excellence Award for Elementary is being presented to Stephanie
Strasser, who teaches at Trinidad Elementary School. Our RWP colleagues:
Nicolette Amann, Anne Hartline, Sara Ben-Zvi, and CATE members Joan
Williams, Amy Conlin, and | attended their monthly Dragon Assembly to present
her flowers and notify her of her nomination.

In addition, this year we have a Fristrom Scholarship winner: Clarissa Readen,
an elementary/junior high teacher from Orleans Elementary School. Because of
my involvement in Above and Beyond’s Teacher Leadership Consortium, | also
mentor a young junior high ELL teacher in Upper Council’s region. She applied
for a scholarship, but did not receive it; however, her school site administration
is paying for her and her colleague to attend. This will be their introduction to
CATE.
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In the fall, our local teacher, Danielle Witten, presented her workshop from
CATE on our newly minted CATE Connects. November is Indigenous Month
and her workshop was “Reading Resistance: Using TribalCrit and Indigenous
Lens in the High School Classroom.” It was very successful. She will be
presenting a workshop on Al at the 2025 Pre-convention.

Our meetings have been hybrids of Zoom and in-person, but have not been
well attended.

Lastly, we are on the lookout for someone interested in stepping into the
president’s role and leading Redwood onward and upward.

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep
surabianc8@gmail.com

TUCATE has been more steady this past year.

In May we honored our creative writing student winners and our Classroom
Excellence Award winner, Derek Arenas at a reception. We were excited to
have the superintendent from Mr. Arenas’ district join us in honoring him.

We are in the process of reinstating our mini grant for teachers. This can enable
teachers to place books in their classroom libraries or supplement their
classrooms with subscriptions to various on-line services.

We are continuing to support teachers within our council, encouraging writing
entries and participation in CATE Connects.

Our Classroom Excellence award winner for 2025 is Kimberly Augustin.

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep
jkrulder@pusdk12.org

This has been another year of recovery and growth in Upper Council, focusing
on celebrating the little victories, and there are so many.
Here are just a few:
e Ran a school-wide Poetry Out Loud Competition and brought two
students to our county competition
e  Students attended the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in October
e Led a school-wide analysis of MAPNWEA reading data; created an
incentive system for growth
e  We secured admin support for the whole department of Paradise
High School to attend CATE 2025
e  Also attending CATE on the newly instituted Hidden Gems
scholarship is Shant Avakian, an almost certificated teacher who has
been doing great work in Upper council schools as a short and long
term substitute
e Another scholarship recipient from Upper Council is Hailee Maran -
coming to CATE on the Virginia Reid scholarship, a new elementary
school teacher in Oroville
e  Receiving the Classroom Excellence award for Middle School is
Heather Brown of Paradise Junior High

Julie (Burnett) Young, MAL Elementary
(2025)
Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org

e  Continued teaching high school English, Dual Enroliment English,
and freshman composition at CSUB

e  Participated in Reading Institute for Academic Preparedness as a
leader

e  Served as writing contest coordinator for the Kern Council of
Teachers of English

e  Served as English department chair for Kern Learn in the Kern High
School District

e  Presenting at Building Bridges this spring with a panel of colleagues

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2025)
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org

As forensics coach | had multiple students qualify to attend state competition in
our speech and debate program.

| attended CATE board meetings and served on the CATE policy committee. |
served as resolutions subcommittee chair and collaborated with April Parker to
ensure a successful resolutions team effort.

Collaborated with the resolutions committee at CATE 2025 to draft 5 new
resolutions to present for voting (in addition to the board convention resolution)

Co-presented at CATE 2025 in a session on the value of multimedia in literacy
instruction / multimodal texts, and strategies for enhancing projects with new




technologies.

April Parker, MAL Unspecified
aparkerteacher@aol.com

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org

During the restructuring of leadership, | have somehow become the Associate
Director of Equity and Diversity for the San Joaquin Valley Writing Project, but
I’'m ready for it!. I'm excited to develop leadership skills in this area but
saddened at Juliet Wahleithner’s leaving.

| continue to work with teachers at the National Hsinchu Commercial and
Vocational School in Taiwan as they expand their English Language
Development skills. At my school site we finished interviewing students for our
AVID, academies, and pathways. | had the wonderful joy of interviewing new
students who are children of my former students. That is one of the best
feelings in the whole educational world.

TUCATE continues to meet, focusing on ways to engage our members and
offer support through our teacher mini grant. TUCATE continues to support the
CATE 2025 Creative Writing Contest by sending the flier to Tulare and Kings
County schools via email. We had an increase in meeting attendance in
2024-2025, so that's great!

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2023)
kylowna@gmail.com

After last year’s convention, | participated in the SCTE Festival of
Books event. | coordinated and judged the SCTE portion of the CATE
Creative Writing Contest. We (SCTE) planned and successfully
presented our second Write Night celebration for SoCal winners.

| continue to seek out partnerships with SoCal institutions that promote
literacy and language arts.

| attended my second Asilomar Language Arts Conference, and |
recruited a teacher friend from Minnesota to come as well. | learned a
lot about using Al in the classroom and had some important
conversations with fellow board members and other educators.

| committed to taking the lead on CATE scholarships and guide plans
to secure more applicants for future conventions. | created a letter that
can be modified and used to solicit applications for CATE convention
scholarships, which | shared with the CATE Board. | have also created
a Google form to collect those applications. Joan and | awarded all the
2025 CATE scholarships—including two of the new Hidden Gems
scholarships.

| am now on sabbatical, working on a project about family history
research.

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council
joanlwilliams@gmail.com

| coordinated the CATE Professional Writing Contest.

| gathered materials for the New Teacher Booth at the CATE convention and
provided coverage there and also assisted with the Membership Booth.

Our election policies needed to be updated, so | helped to develop policies
from the CATE bylaws and worked with the CATE Secretary to create clearer
policies to assist the Board with election procedures.

| collected letters in support of the 2024 Distinguished Service Awardee and
helped to organize the award.




In my role as the Leadership/Membership Committee Chair, | created agendas
with the input of the Membership Chair, attended advisory meetings, and
helped to facilitate the work of our committee.

Our committee took on the CATE scholarships, and | assisted Kylowna Moton
to create an application process, advertise the specific opportunities and
qualifications, and grant 4 scholarships for the 2025 convention.

Recently | have worked with the CATE Secretary and the Board to resolve
issues due to the termination of our relationship with Precision, the
organization that has managed our membership database, stored our archived
materials, and managed our bulk mailing.

| continued to coordinate with the CYRM representatives and their work with
CATE.

In addition to my work on the CATE board, | continued to serve as a board
member of Redwood Council, assisting with the local writing contest and other
activities. | was also co-coordinator of our local Humboldt County Children’s
Author Festival.

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary
frankmata32@gmail.com

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair
Lori_Campbell@kernhigh.org

Prior to the 2025 Convention we ended the year with membership slightly over
1000. This year’s membership count for pre-convention poses some interesting
facts. First, we have been able to retain 20% more members than the previous
year pre-convention. But we also see that this is a drop in 30% of convention
attendees expiration dates.

We also were able to update the website to avoid confusion that happens for
convention registration. Many are under the impression that they have to have
a membership number to register and often apply in December and January
when there isn’t enough time for Precision to process the registration and send
out numbers in time. We added the following to the membership renewal page:

Since December 2023, | have been able to create and send out Powtoon
videos via our new YouTube channel for “Save the Dates” for both CATE 2024,
ERWC [ eadership Conferences, and the CATE 2024 Student writing Contest
video, and the CATE 2024 “Know Before You Go” video.

| have been very busy since the convention working with ERWC and their
upcoming literacy conferences in June. In order to combine our two
organizations, | helped to create_the first video that is advertising the
conferences. | will also create a “know-before-you-go” video in late May. | have
consulted with Carol Jago who has developed one of her signature
Recommended Reading List bookmarks for the conferences. | have ordered
the books from our partner bookseller, Russo’s Books, to order them and hold
drawings at the two conferences this summer. | will be presenting at these
conferences, so there is no cost to CATE for our presence with a membership
booth. | also purchased stickers as a giveaway exclusively for these
conferences.

| created a short video ad for our professional writing contest and have been in
contact with Joan Williams about ways to get the word out about this. The
video was passed on to ERWC where they will be using their social media to
promote the contest. Joan and | have also consulted about what
Leadership/Membership needs to focus on for this board meeting.

Through the Kern Council, we are reaching out to our local members with a
special end-of-the-year celebration on May 10. We will be offering free books
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as well as have a drawing for a gift card or two. We will offer beverages and
appetizers and celebrate another successful year.

In June, we discovered that the totals for membership included about 20 of the
speakers and vendors who are not actually members. Now that we must
register all participants in Event Power so that they can be identified through
their badges, we find we must be able to designate those who are not actually
attending the conference so that we do not provide them with a membership. |
scheduled a Google Meet with Joan Williams, Paul Neufeld from Precision and
Cindy Conlin on September 9th, so that we can brainstorm what needs to be
done in order to avoid this confusion in the future. We will discuss these
findings in our committee meeting.

| was able to attend and present at the InstructureCon in Las Vegas in July. |
provided participants with accessibility information while using Canvas with
attendants from all over the country.

| am currently working on a grade 9 module for the EIR grant for ERWC. This
will be ready for piloting in the spring. | also continue to work with CAR/W and
the ERWC Communications Committee. Julie Young and | have met with Joyce
Foss from Orange County who is working with ERWC to create CTE prompts
that align with many of the English 12 ERWC modules. Since Julie works with
the Cosmetology students at the Regional Occupational Center in Bakersfield,
she would be able to pilot the prompt with her students.

| attended the Asilomar conference in October which did help me with the Al
module development.

Finally, | have set up a CATE table at two RIAP sessions in Bakersfield during
the presentations by Kylene Beers and Carol Jago. | brought some of our
giveaways and promoted CATE. For the Carol Jago presentation in December
2024, | was able to give away 20 books wrapped as presents.

Jennifer Silver and Annie Gervais, CATE
Convention Co-Coordinators

agervais451@gmail.com

Convention coordinating is a bit like conducting a symphony: many elements,
sometimes dissonant, working in various capacities to make something
harmonious and memorable. We are always meeting with our many team
members, answering emails, trying not to lose valuable intel from the middle of
a text chain or group chat, brainstorming, chasing contracts, testing AV,
problem solving, commiserating, and, eventually, celebrating before we dream it
all up again. We're looking forward to seeing how the new app enhances the
convention experience. We are particularly proud of our chairs! Thanks to all of
you for another year in service to CATE 2025.

Amber White and Yolanda Jimenez, CATE
2025 Co-Chairs

yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net

Over the last year, we have scheduled and contracted all major speakers for
the convention (5 speakers, 2 super sessions). We have created the theme and
planned all activities during the convention. We have worked on branding the
theme and colors for the convention so that they are also visible in our social
media.

We planned a social event, silent disco, that will raise money for scholarships
for the future conventions. We coordinated the social media output to have
increased visibility, engagement and interaction with our members.

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst
wyoungl@aol.com

Annual 2024 CATE Board Report (nonvoting)
from Bill Younglove

* Facilitated a CATE Convention speaker, Maritza Rofio Refuerzo. Took part in
SCTE Board spring meeting at Arvida Book Company in Tustin, honoring
Creative Writing Contest winners. Took part in CSC’s Asilomar A.l. and Creative
Learning fall Conference.
+ Continued legislative updates:

TK (TransKindergarten) new credentialing requirements for 2025-26.

Media Literacy Standards incorporated into ELA/ELD Framework.

LCFF (Local Control Funding Formula) dollars will be allocated first to
lowest-performing

students.
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Cursive writing is (again) mandated in grades 1-6.

Mandated Ethnic Studies will become interdisciplinary, starting in
2025-26; be phased in by 2030.
» Shared with SCTE and CATE Boards the “cycle” that bills (circa 2,500 yearly)
may (or may not) go through to become law (via personal input from former
CA Assembly Speaker,

Anthony Rendon).
+ Continued Holocaust education: 3-day Teacher Collaborative for Holocaust
and Genocide Education, at USC; 4-day Midwest Holocaust Education
Consortium, in St. Louis; presented USHMM Guidelines for Teaching About
the Holocaust at CSULB Holocaust Workshop for teachers. Took part in
Anne FrankLA Day (annual May 11" event) at the

Los Angeles (Main) Public Library.
+ Continued (4) Book Club readings/affiliation, plus California Writers Club of
Orange County—

and annual L.A. Times Festival of Books (with SCTE Board tie-in).

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison
dewar@education.ucsb.edu

CWP Liaison Annual Report 2024

The California Writing Project (CWP) sponsored and produced the James Gray
Memorial Preconvention at CATE’s Annual Convention on February 29, 2024.
The morning keynote speaker was a line-up of CWP teacher-leaders sharing
how they had reexamined early teaching practices in light of additional
experience. There were additionally three rounds of breakout sessions, each
with four different presentations each round. This included strands on Ethnic
Studies and Environmental Justice and Literacy. The theme was “A Look Back
and A Leap Forward.” This acknowledged that the preconvention occurred on
Leap Day and that 2024 was fifty years since the founding of the Writing
Project.

Over the summer, CWP commenced planning for the Preconvention in 2025 in
Burlingame. Our theme is theme is “Deep Roots, Changing Seasons: 50 years
of responsive and relevant writing instruction with the California Writing
Project.” We are very fortunate to have as our morning keynote speakers a
panel of CWP teachers sharing their thinking and activities about generative Al
in the classroom. Our luncheon speaker will be John Warner, author of More
than Words: How to Think about Writing in the Age of Al. We have assembled a
dynamic line-up of break-out sessions, with six offerings in two different rounds.
CWP appreciates the ongoing collaboration with CATE to provide this
preconvention.

CWP appreciates the award-winning California English as a venue for teacher
writers to publish. Authors affiliated with CWP sites continue to appear in every
issue of California English.

Humbly submitted,
Tim Dewar

CWP Liaison
Executive Director, CWP

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov

Four quarterly reports of CDE events and concerns related to English teachers
have been submitted throughout the year.

This next year, the Publications Committee plans to post these reports quarterly
on CATEweb so that the information presented will benefit CATE members at
large, instead of just being seen by the CATE board (and being posted in the
CATE board reports).

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC
cstreet@fullerton.edu

A Year in Review for ERWC

| have been working to finalize ERWC related items for the CATE conference.
ERWC Reception Saturday, March 2

ERWC strand—Chris S. will reach out to presenters to include ERWC update

slides in their sessions, publicize the ERWC reception on Saturday night, hand
out ERWC Literacy Conference fliers, etc.




ERWC Booth is happening again this year

2024 ERWC Literacy Conference marketing materials will be distributed
through the CATE conference.

ERWTC is planning for our 2024 ERWC Literacy Conference: "The Art of
Adaptation: Rhetoric for Transfer"

The ERWC Literacy Conferences are open to all educators interested in
language, literacy, and learning. ERWC teachers, ELD teachers, literacy
coaches, K12 administrators, CSU faculty, and CSU EAP Coordinators are
especially encouraged to attend. This year, registration is FREE! for all
attendees._Register here for the 2024 ERWC Conference.

Thank you Lori for your excellent video to help us promote this event:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvlLan

2024 ERWC Literacy Conf.
The CSU Center for Academic Reading

and Writing is now registering
participants in the annual ERWC
Literacy Conference. For your traveling
convenience this w...

DATES & LOCATIONS:

June 17, 2024- Sacramento, CA - Hilton Arden West Sacramento
June, 25, 2024 - Pomona, CA Sheraton Fairplex Hotel & Conference Center

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Monday, May 31, 2024

WestEd, in collaboration with the Fresno County Superintendent of
Schools and the California State University, is recruiting high schools in
California to participate in an Education Innovation and Research (EIR)
grant funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Through the grant, high
schools will implement the Expository Reading and Writing Curriculum
(ERWC) in grades 9 and 10, and WestEd will evaluate the impact on
student achievement. See flier below for additional details.

EIR flyer

Middle school modules and two day intensive for professional learning are both
being developed this year.

ERWC intends to again have a strong presence at CATE in Burlingame.
We are planning on have a booth and a reception again. We also intend to
have a robust ERWC strand at the conference. Chris Street will serve as
preliminary contact for coordinating these events.

ERWC Summer Literacy Conference Details
Long Beach Marriott: June 23-24, 2025
Flier and additional details will be available soon.

Webinars

Website registration link and flyer are now available for_Marissa Thompson's
webinar on September 19th

Future ERWC webinars will be promoted through this_site.

ERWTC leadership is excited that we will again have a strong presence at this
year's CATE convention. This year the ERWC strand is robust, and we are
planning to have an ERWC booth at the convention, as well as our ERWC



https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/8cb02d6bf3bf482cbb967b5eba62a614
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/smfhihf-hilton-sacramento-arden-west/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-HH-SMFHIHF&y_source=1_MTIyMDgzNi03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ontsi-sheraton-fairplex-suites-and-conference-center/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9_0JpvjD4Q5Ye4BJqJ4wzT9BZ__FfFS/view?usp=sharing
https://writing.csusuccess.org/system/files/ERWC%20Webinar%20-%20September%202024.pdf
https://writing.csusuccess.org/system/files/ERWC%20Webinar%20-%20September%202024.pdf
https://writing.csusuccess.org/webinars

reception on Saturday evening.

We are also finalizing plans for the ERWC summer literacy conference that will
be held this summer at the Long Beach Marriott: June 23 2025

A Save-the-date flyer is available and we will be finalizing the conference
keynote speaker and theme soon.

We plan to run an ad for CE to help promote the conference.
We also plan to place an ad in the CATE Convention Program

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison
California Reading and Literature Project
cjago@caroljago.com

Annual Report, 2025

California English
editor, Carol Jago

California English is the quarterly journal of the California Association of
Teachers of English. In 2024-2025 the magazine published four issues focusing
on issues of importance to California English Language Arts teachers.
Manuscripts for the journal are garnered through calls for manuscripts focusing
on a theme and sent out for online peer review. The calls are circulated through
social media and shared across NCTE and California Writing Project
communities.

Along with articles on teaching and learning, the journal includes news of CATE
work in the field: conferences, resolutions, the CATE ballot, local council
events, and CATE writing contest winners, for both student and professional
writing. It also includes notices of National Council of Teachers of English
events. Most recently the journal received the 2024 NCTE Affiliate Journal of
Excellence Award.

All reviews are conducted via email, forwarding reviewers manuscripts that
have been submitted online. The quality of the manuscripts received has been
consistently excellent.

California English includes advertising from publishers and education-related
businesses. This revenue assists in covering the costs of publication and
mailing. The CATE Board consistently provides the editor with suggestions for
topics to present as calls for manuscripts along with suggestions of artists to
feature in the magazine.

Mary Beth Barber, CYRM representative

The California Young Reader Medal CATE representatives fulfilled their
contribution to the review and nominations process for 2024. All three CATE
readers slots (staggered) were fulfilled, and the CATE conference 2024
honored the Intermediate CYRM winner from 2023 at the conference Sunday
brunch.

The third-year representative was Shraddha Kapadia (school librarian,
LAUSD), who organized the program for the CATE luncheon honoring author
Jennifer Holm, led the CATE session for CYRM at the conference, and brought
the CYRM books for brunch attendees. Shraddha completed her term in
December 2024.

Mary Beth Barber (library program manager, California State Library) was the
second-year representative. She assisted Shraddha on site at the conference
and additionally provided the media components for the CYRM committee.
These include press releases (both for the nominations by Feb 1 and the
announcement of winners in April); sample newsletter text to promote reading
of the nominations for libraries, districts, and schools; and coordination with
CYRM administrators for a communications plan for CYRM going forward.
The third reader for CYRM was Chris Fluetsch (elementary school librarian,
Davis Unified), fulfilling the first-year reader role after the originally approved
CATE representative had to discontinue due to health reasons. Chris had
recently moved from the CSLA reader position to the administrator role starting
in 2024 and was familiar with the books and process. His participation as a
CATE reader was temporary and fulfilled at the end of 2024.

The CYRM team actively worked on recruitment for CYRM readers from CATE
at the CATE conference in 2024, particularly English language arts classroom
teachers for high school and middle school. CATE was able to identify three
new members for the staggered readership roles. Gabriela Gualano (school



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rCG36nMevzupJjfgSjdX2_FKblmbugcg/view?usp=sharing

librarian, Paul Revere Middle School) and recently a reader for CSLA, was
approved for the partial term (2 years) starting in January 2025. Aimee Korynta
(school librarian, Folsom Cordova Unified) was approved for the full three-year
term starting January 2025. The CATE board also approved Dr. Kimberly
Athans (Point Loma Nazarene University) for a full term starting in January
2026.

Mary Beth attended two board meetings in 2024 to update CATE about plans
for the 2025 conference (honoring 2024 middle-school winner Megan E.
Freeman), as well as identify various needs and plans for CYRM for 2025. The
CYRM program in general has much more participation at the younger grades
with school librarians and multi subject teachers than at the upper grades with
chapter books for middle school and young adult. Further, the need for class
sets (either physical and/or eBook copies) to allow middle and high school
classrooms to participate. Creating opportunities for this component will be a
key goal for 2025.
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