
CATE Board Reports: SEPTEMBER 2024

Board Member Report

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President I have been working with the Curriculum Study Commission on the upcoming
Asilomar conference, Teaching in the World of AI: Promises and Challenges on
October 4-6. Major speakers are Robert Jeffers and Carol Jago. Central
Council also hosts the opening reception on October 4 (lots of good food and
free drink coupons). I will also be chairing the Hamlet AI sessions.

Robb Polski, President (2026)
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org Since May, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with Denise

Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events.  I have been preparing
and planning for the NCTE national convention in November. I worked the
“President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and
participated in our August advisory meeting virtually.

Locally, I have met with KCTE local members to discuss our Teacher of
Excellence Award and to discuss our local calendar of events, future book
clubs, and outlining upcoming wants and needs.

I have also been involved in our local teachers union, KHSTA , as a site
representative attending bimonthly meetings, and on the contract negotiation
committee. And lastly, I have been busy preparing for and beginning the start
to the 2024-2025 school year at IHS.

Respectfully submitted,

Robb Polski, President of the California Association of Teachers of English

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)/
Central Council Rep
dillon@cchsca.org

VP: It was my privilege to arrange two advisory calls since the May meeting as
well as make the arrangements for the September and December board
meetings. Thank you to all attending for helping me with these responsibilities.
CC Rep: Asilomar 60 takes place Oct 4-6,which is facilitated by the Curriculum
Study Commission, a committee of the Central Council. Central looks forward
to hosting this year’s Friday night reception at Asilomar where we feature a
highly anticipated “opportunity” to fund new teacher scholarships for the
conference. To that end, I have procured items for gift baskets and sent emails
to local school districts to promote Asilomar. Thanks to Liz, who continues to
work with the CSC. In addition, I communicated with the teachers who
expressed an interest in leadership as building the board continues to be our
priority..

Carole LeCren, Secretary
carolelecren@yahoo.com

I continue to post “Daily Thoughts for the Day” on CATE’s Instagram account. I
worked on creating a horizontal-shaped logo for advertising CATE 2025 for our
Google docs and for our Facebook account, as well as for eventPower. I
created advertisements for CATE Connects and for CATE 2025’s Call for
Presenters, posted on Instagram and on Facebook. I started on the flyer for
CATE 2025 and created an ad for CATE 2025 for the Fall Issue of California
English. I created the documents needed for the September board meeting
(board reports, agenda), including trying to make sure the list of board
members is accurate. I continue to communicate with our webmaster to update
CATEweb.org.

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com

Treasurer Report - Mikkonen 9/1/24

● I continue to maintain/update the CATE banking accounts receivable
and payable using Quicken and a budget spreadsheet.

● Robb, Susan and I discuss fiscal items as needed
● I participated in several advisory calls.
● Work continues on items needed for our tax filing - there is a list of 9

mailto:dillon@cchsca.org


items.
● I closed out the fiscal year ending June 30th and completed the end

of year budget. Itemized membership costs, expenses, and
categories for convention to help prepare budget for 2025 convention

● I need copies of year fiscal reports from the following councils
○ Capital, Fresno, San Diego

● Parsed out the many different types of memberships per council to
create a spreadsheet calculating monies owed to each council.
Checks will be handed out at the Sept meeting to all those who have
sent in yearly information for taxes

● The first payment to eventPower was made along with payment for
digital component

● Meetings continue with Tim Dewar, Annie, Jennifer and Katie, to
discuss Precon expenses and streamlining procedures for clarity

● Secured rooms for NCTE for Robb, Susan, Denise, Annie and Gina
to attend NCTE annual business meeting and affiliate breakfast.

Professionally, effective August 20, I began my second year working as a
university supervisor for the education department at CSUSM, coaching
teacher candidates. Attended several meetings and a zoom class on co
teaching with CSUSM and celebrated 30th anniversary of SMWP. My new
students start in their perspective classrooms Wednesday, Sept 4th.

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep/Convention
Co-Coordinator
agervais451@gmail.com

I attended the as a representativeNCTE Affiliate Leadership Meeting 2024
of CATE. I have continued to work with the other council presidents to generate
ideas for Capitol.

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention
Co-Coordinator
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org

Southland Report:

Since May, Southland (SCTE) has curated and reviewed local books about the
Southland area and created corresponding reading guides, work that is a
continuation of our partnership with the L.A. Conservancy. We will publish our
completed guides soon, which will be available online as well.

September is a busy month for us as we prepare to co-host the inaugural
"CATE Connects" digital workshop as well as host a separate event honoring
our local writing contest participants. We trust these events will jumpstart our
school year!

Personally, I’m teaching an extra AP Lang class this year alongside my usual
senior selections. I continue to direct our school’s writing center. I was recently
appointed to the board of the American Psychological Association, serving as
K-12 Liaison.

Cathlyn (Cate) Dossetti and Janina Schulz,
FACET Reps
Cathlyn.Dossetti@fresnounified.org
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org

FACET Council Report

FACET will be returning to a shared leadership model for the school year. Our
two presidents have each experienced different responsibilities pulling them in
a different direction. Ryne is balancing teaching full time with his acting work
with Good Company Players in Fresno. Cate is also balancing teaching full time
with family obligations.

Due to a shift in leadership, we have just started our plans for the school year
as a council. Our first board meeting will be combined with a fall meet and greet
at Gazebo Gardens on September 19. We have sent out the invite to all FACET
members and encouraged them to bring a colleague. We will have
opportunities there for attendees to share ideas for social gatherings,
professional learning, and advocacy.

FACET will continue to encourage teachers in the region to submit proposals to
CATE 2025 and attend the convention.

I will be presenting a poster session at NCTE this year in Boston. I am also
starting my 3rd year of my doctoral program at Indiana University and hope to
finish my dissertation by next fall so I can defend and then walk at graduation in
the spring of 2026.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11jUVKEjtoISJMyaSOiIJVejkEZ_6OQLvv_7ocVI5HR8/edit?usp=sharing


Janina Schulz, MA, NBCT
AP & Advanced Courses Instructional Coordinator
AP English Language & Literature Teacher
Edison High School

Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE Rep
ginavattuone@gmail.com

GSDCTE Board Report
September 2024
In the May report I mentioned our attempt at distributing leadership in our local
council. So far, it has been successful. On May 16th GSDCTE member, Jenny
Schafran organized an opportunity for San Diego English teachers to meet and
mingle. Many of the teachers had attended the CATE conference and shared
ideas they learned and how they have implemented them in their classrooms.
We had representation from 5 districts and the span of experiences from
pre-service to retired educators. There was another one on June 11 and on
August 3rd at Jen Robert’s house.
An additional form of communication has been initiated -the SD CATE
Community text thread. It has been a great way to share information like San
Diego County Office of Educations’ Comic Book Club for Educators or CRLP’s
Fall invitational at UCSD. It is another way for me to get the word out about the
upcoming CATE Connects: Storrying the Classroom: Why ELA is a perfect
place for Ethnic Studies on September 19th.
Here is our JUNE 2024 newsletter.

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com

Kern Council Report

The Kern Council Board of Directors met for our fall board meeting on
8/22/24.

We will be holding a Fall Social for our membership in October.

KCTE is supporting the One Book Project alongside Cal State, Bakersfield
and our local library system. The book for this event is Nicole Chung's All You
Ever Know. Our council is funding the high school and college writing contest
prizes, as we have in year's past. The author will be speaking at CSUB on
12/24/24.

We continue to support the CATE Connects professional development by
sharing this information with our members.

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep
missvkurtz@gmail.com

Redwood Council

Last spring we hosted a well-attended, successful awards assembly for our
writing contest winners. During the summer, I reconnected with the Education
Coordinator at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian.
They have added to their curricular offerings and held a professional
development opportunity in Graton. She is interested in possibly presenting at
CATE or having some of the teachers who were at the presentation doing so.

California Native American Survival and Resilience During the Mission Period:
Middle & High School Edition | Resource Overview

The Impact of the Gold Rush on Native Americans of California | Resource
Overview (si.edu)

NMAI Education Email List Sign-Up (alchemer.com)

I have passed on PD opportunities for Redwood members through our FB page
and via email. As of this writing, I have not scheduled a Zoom or in-person
meeting. Upon returning home, Joan and I will plan our fall meetings in order to
nominate for scholarships and awards.

Jori and I will meet while in San Diego to plan for our November CATE
Connects PD.

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention
Co-Coordinator

During the summer, convention coordinating took the form of finalizing a
convention site for CATE 2027, consulting on CATE 2025 promotional materials

https://secure.smore.com/n/j3y72d-june-2024
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/California-Native-American-Survival-and-Resilience-During-the-Mission-Period
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/California-Native-American-Survival-and-Resilience-During-the-Mission-Period
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/Impact-of-the-Gold-Rush-on-Native-Americans-of-California
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/resources/Impact-of-the-Gold-Rush-on-Native-Americans-of-California
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/7000455/NMAI-Education-Email-List-Sign-Up


jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org and its call for presenters, as well as mentoring our new chairs.

In the week prior to CATE’s September board meeting, we will meet with
PreCon representatives and our partners at EventPower to discuss many
logistical matters, including a new convention app and digital platform.

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep
surabianc8@gmail.com

TUCATE Report
TUCATE held its first board meeting of the year on August 21, 2024. We
discussed the upcoming CATE Connects and took the flyer to advertise for the
first event.
We discussed possibly renaming the Creative Writing Contest to encourage
more interest from teachers, and ways to garner stronger entries.
We also started looking for a nominee for the Classroom Excellence Award and
resurrecting the teacher grant we gave out a few years ago.
We are looking forward to having a wonderful school year.
I am continuing to coach initial student teachers through California State
University, Fresno and continue to be impressed by the enthusiasm of the
young people looking to go into the teaching profession.

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep
jkrulder@pusdk12.org

Upper Council Report

Back at school and we hit the ground running. MAP NWEA Reading testing
begins tomorrow at our school and while this may not seem auspicious, I am
excited about it for two reasons. First of all, we were finally funded for reading
intervention for the first time in over a decade and guided by some of my
English colleagues from across the nation, we found a program that seems like
it may work. This testing cycle is when we collect our baseline data to see that.
The second reason is that our entire staff will be testing - not just the English
teachers - and our admin is committed to working to get everybody invested in
our students' reading progress. I am working with them to develop ways to
facilitate this and if any of our CATE colleagues have made this happen, I'd love
to hear from them.

I am also working on some grants and fellowships that combine T-SEL with
English and other subjects, as the effects of the wildfires and COVID continue
to affect our students in several ways. We are rolling out Poetry Out Loud again
this year in our English Department and I'm excited to see what poems the
students choose to memorize and recite.My AP Literature class is at all time
high numbers with 31 students and we'll be heading to Ashland, Oregon in a
few weeks for our annual trip to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.

Finally, as the deadline swiftly approaches, I am encouraging teachers in our
English department and our council to submit a proposal for CATE 2025. The
theme has provoked some intriguing ideas and I've found that teachers only
need a little convincing that they have valuable ideas to share from their
classrooms and that the experience of the conference is transformative.

See you all soon,
Jori Krulder

Julie Young, MAL Elementary (2025)
Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org

September 3, 2024

MAL Elementary CATE Board Report

I began my sixth year teaching English for the Kern High School District in a
blended learning program that serves all 17 high schools and vocational
campuses. I am our department chair. I also am the leader of our KHSD Kern
Learn Literacy Council.

Over the summer, I worked with a colleague to write an ERWC module for the
One Book Project; the book is All You Can Ever Know by Nicole Chung. I also
wrote the Essay Contest Prompt for the high school and college essay contests
in collaboration with the One Book Project.

I attended the KCTE board meeting last month, and my role is to organize our
essay contests.

I am a Reading Institute for Academic Preparedness (RIAP) leader, and the



RIAP team has been meeting to collaborate on this year’s program. We will
lead teachers through 8 days of excellent professional development.

I am grateful to be a part of CATE as the Elementary Member At Large; thank
you for allowing me to serve you.

Respectfully Submitted,
MAL Elementary
Julie Young
Kern Learn English Teacher
East Campus: 501 South Mt. Vernon, Gate #4, Bakersfield, CA 93307
☎ 661.396.4901
Fax: 661.835.0750
julie_burnett@kernhigh.org

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2025)
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org

April Parker, MAL Unspecified
aparkerteacher@aol.com

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org

Since the last CATE convention, I have finished the 2023-2024 school year by
wrapping up the CLSD Readership Grant work at my school site and beginning
a summer’s worth of work on exploring and wrangling Artificial Intelligence to
support teachers in their work and students in their learning. With the support
and fellowship of the San Joaquin Valley Writing Project we examined why
students turn to AI and focused on addressing those issues rather than
proposing restrictions on the use of AI in our classrooms, sites, and district
policies.

Another part of my work this year is supporting a research project through
Fresno State. I am co-teaching with two teachers at a high school in Taiwan.
These teachers focus on English language development with their career and
technical high school multilingual learners.

I’m excited to begin my work with the CATE board this year!

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2023)
kylowna@gmail.com

Since our last CATE Board meeting, we had one SCTE meeting where we
made plans for the next year, including the Second Annual Write Night,
honoring Southland winners of the CATE Writing Contest.
I have committed to taking the lead on CATE scholarships and guide plans to
secure more applicants for future conventions.
I look forward to attending Asilomar next month.

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council
joanlwilliams@gmail.com

Member at Large, Small Council September 2024

Since the last meeting, I have been very busy as a co-coordinator of the
Humboldt County Children’s Author Festival. On October 16, 25 authors will be
arriving in Eureka for 3 days to take part in the festival. They will be traveling
out to 59 schools all over the county to meet with students where they will
share stories, art, and enthusiasm for reading and writing. It is the 50th year of
the festival, so it will be a special celebration for the committee and community.
Check out our website at www.authorfest.org to learn more about the festival
and the authors who will be attending this year.

I have also been working on the CATE bylaws and policies regarding elections
and will work with the Leadership/Membership Committee to update the
policies.

My work on the Professional Writing Contest bore little fruit. I received one
entry. I forwarded it to Carole for the Publications Committee.

As Leadership/Membership Chair, I attended the Advisory meeting and have
conferred with Lori Campbell regarding Membership issues and attended a
meeting to help address issues in membership processing and recording. I

http://www.authorfest.org


additionally communicated with committee members about scholarships and
awards.

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary
frankmata32@gmail.com

Hello…good morning, all!

I’m excited to see everyone in San Diego later this week. As for all things
CATE, April and I have reviewed feedback from last convention. I’m excited to
see how we can further support this year’s chairs to keep momentum going.
April and I have some ideas furthering the BIPOC Affinity group that is
growing…

I’ve also written a couple letters (post-Convention) to keynotes thanking them
for their work/help for our organization…two of whom April and I have had
several lunch meet-ups with since convention (Dr. Suh and Dr. Johnson). I’ve
also had the pleasure of speaking with Dr. Baker-Bell a few times too.

This weekend I’m looking forward to coming back to DEI committee in my full
capacity now that convention chair duties have subsided. I’m also looking
forward to pushing our organization to meet the demands of not just the times,
but also the needs of both ELA teachers and students. The work ain’t done! :)

Personally, I've been putting in a lot of outside work hours to CTA. I've been
re-elected as Vice-chair for their Civil Rights in Education committee. I am also
heading to D.C. to lobby at Capitol Hill on behalf of NEA later this month. On
top of all that, my sons are growing up too fast. Benjamin is in full baseball
mode and to be honest, I’m regretting missing his first tournament with a new
team in Temecula this weekend. Ivan is discovering his love of theater and the
arts; we just signed him up for piano and acting classes.

See you in Fam Diego!

Frank
MAL Secondary

PS: Randy Ribay, Filipino-American author of Patron Saints of Nothing, will be
coming to a local bookstore here in Riverside on Friday, October 4th at 7p.m.
He’ll be here promoting his new books. If interested, come out and I’ll show
you around this underestimated town. :)

P.P.S. Frank will be a keynote at Pennsylvania’s convention. He has also been
asked to co-present at a New York convention. [added by Carole, Frank
announced this at the board meeting.]

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair
Lori_Campbell@kernhigh.org

CATE MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Membership list August 2024

In June, we discovered that the totals for membership included about 20 of the
speakers and vendors who are not actually members. Now that we must
register all participants in Event Power so that they can be identified through
their badges, we find we must be able to designate those who are not actually
attending the conference so that we do not provide them with a membership. I
scheduled a Google Meet with Joan Williams, Paul Neufeld from Precision and
Cindy Conlin on September 9th, so that we can brainstorm what needs to be
done in order to avoid this confusion in the future. We will discuss these

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CzSc3dde12X_eGtDTokBI3XV_fUXmogv/edit?gid=681950181#gid=681950181


findings in our committee meeting.

The councils are doing a great job of maintaining and even increasing their
membership numbers. Precision is now providing us with the memberships that
have expired since the last report. This way, the councils may be able to make
contact with these to encourage them to renew.

Also, since the last meeting, I was once again in attendance at the ERWC
Literacy Conferences in Sacramento and Pomona with a CATE membership
table. We held drawings for the Carol Jago book recommendations in both
locations. From these we were able to renew 12 more memberships while at
the conferences. I also presented the new ERWC grade 9 module I am
developing to share and get feedback from other ERWC teachers.

Participating on the ERWC Communications Committee, I have learned that
next year, they will be holding only one literacy conference. They too are
moving to an alternating schedule of north, south locations. In 2025, the
conference will be held at the Long Beach Marriott June 23.

I was able to attend and present at the InstructureCon in Las Vegas. I provided
participants with accessibility information while using Canvas with attendants
from all over the country.

Kern Council is planning our back-to-school event to be held tentatively on
October 10. We are also supporting the writing contest winners of the annual
One Book event held this fall at CSU Bakersfield. We are reading All You Can
Ever Know by Nicole Chung.

Amber White, CATE 2025 Co-Chair
ambernwhite85@gmail.com

Yolanda and I have been busy getting all of our speakers and presenters
booked for the convention.

To date, we have the following speakers signed:
Gerry Brooks (Principal, author and social media personality)
Jennifer Gonzales (Host of Cult of Pedagogy)
Dashka Slater (Author)
Megan E. Freeman (Author and CYRM winner)
Tina Korani (SJSU Professor)
CapCUE
CUE

We have also gotten quotes for a silent disco activity for Saturday evening after
dinner that we would like to add as an al a carte item. We will have photo props
available for attendees to use and enjoy.

The call for presenters was written and sent out via Facebook and email to
previous presenters with a deadline of October 1st.

Yolanda and I met with the Capital board and went over the potential help we
will need with convention and was able to get some Capital members to agree
to assist with different duties for the convention.

Yolanda Jimenez, CATE 2025 Co-Chair
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net

[see Amber’s report above]

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst
wyoungl@aol.com

CATE Board Report for September 2024 (since 5/5/24)
From Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst (nonvoting):

• (5/12) Took part in Anne FrankLA Day at the Los Angeles Public
(Main) Library—to become an annual event.

• (Ongoing) Continued with four book clubs, via local libraries.

• (6/15) Zoomed SCTE meeting; prepared L.A. Conservancy
Book-related discussion questions.

• (6/15-18) Teacher Collaborative for Holocaust and Genocide



Education, at USC.

• (7/6) Attended CA Writers Club (Jack London originated, 1909)
of Orange County, in Anaheim.

• (7/15-19) California State University Long Beach Teacher Workshop:
Genocide and War Crimes: Understanding Them Through the Holocaust
Presented USHMM Guidelines for Teaching About the Holocaust.

• (7/22-25) Midwest Holocaust Education Consortium, at Feldman
Holocaust Museum, in St. Louis, MO.

• Men of Mystery Board meeting

• (8/19) Queen Mary Event, courtesy of Long Beach City Councilmember
Kristina Duggan.
• (9/7--upcoming) UCLA New Bruin Send-off, at Long Beach Del Valle Park.

Gale Caswell, CETA Liaison
gale.caswell@gmail.com

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison
dewar@education.ucsb.edu

CWP Liaison Report, September 2024

The 15 affiliated California Writing Project regional sites offered a variety of
programs for new and inservice teachers over the summer months. These sites
will continue to offer a variety of programs responsive to local needs in the
coming academic year.

The CWP State Office continues planning for a Preconvention in 2025 in Burlingame.
Our theme will be Deep Roots, Changing Seasons: 50 years of responsive and relevant
writing instruction with the California Writing Project. This theme references our 50th
anniversary (The Writing Project Summer Institute was held in 1974).

It is this anniversary which prevents me from attending the September Board Meeting.
Leadership from the 15 regional sites will be gathering in Berkeley the same weekend.
At this meeting we will looking back and planning forward. As well as eating some
celebratory cake. Since I will be absent, we arranged a meeting of the Convention
Co-coordinators, Annie Gervais and Jennifer Silver, and CATE Secretary, Carole LeCren,
to discuss pricing for the Preconvention.

The State Office is also organizing several state-wide professional learning
opportunities. Composing and Computing Collaborative (CCC) will bring
teachers together to study the overlap between Writing Studies and Computer
Science. Our ELAJ (Environmental Literacy and Justice) will continue for a
fourth year to support teachers developing classroom curriculum that
empowers students to face climate change.

Humbly submitted,

Tim Dewar
CWP Liaison

Gina Grey, Liaison CTA
ginanichole35@gmail.com

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant

In 2019, the California Department of Education (CDE) was awarded $37.5
million in federal Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) grant
funds by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) to leverage and expand
existing statewide infrastructure, guidance, and expertise to bring coherence to
the system of literacy supports to improve student outcomes over a period of
five years. The CDE distributed seven subgrant awards to county offices of



education (COEs) to support the project objectives as Literacy Lead Agencies
(LLAs).

Grantees work with their respective consortia of COE partners to build
expertise in strategies that address their identified statewide literacy priority
defined in the California Comprehensive State Literacy Plan (SLP) and
implement these strategies through three-year small-scale pilot projects with
one or more local districts within their regions. For an overview of each of the
projects, visit the CDE LLA web page.

ED has granted CDE a one-year, no-cost grant extension of the CLSD 2019
grant award. This extends the grant work through September 2025 and allows
an additional year to continue to work on scaling and sustainability, as well as
disseminating best practices from the projects. Each LLA is creating an
implementation guide for their project, which will be shared at the grant’s
conclusion.

The CDE is also excited to announce that we applied for and were awarded the
2024 CLSD grant! Information on that opportunity can be read in the Federal
Register. Our request was fully funded, and we look forward to sharing more
information with you in the coming months. Please find the press release from
ED here. Please note that the funding amount listed is for Year 1 only, not the
full grant award amount of $38 million over 5 years (October 1,
2024–September 30, 2029).

All LLAs are using the SLP, which was approved by the SBE in March 2021, as
a foundation for their work. A Local Literacy Planning Toolkit to accompany the
SLP, along with many other resources to support implementation, is available in
the Literacy Resources Repository on the California Educators Together online
platform. The LLAs are continuing to build out their groups on California
Educators Together so that resources developed through the grant can be
accessed in a central location. Information about the CLSD Grant and
accompanying resources are available on the CDE CLSD web page.

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention grant program, authorized by
AB 130 (Statutes of 2021), also known as Project Accelerating Reading
Intervention through Systemic Excellence (ARISE), the Contra Costa COE
(CCCOE) and partners generate and disseminate professional learning
opportunities for kindergarten through grade twelve public school educators
across the state in the areas of evidence-based literacy instruction, including
biliteracy instruction; intensive literacy interventions; and support of pupils’
executive functioning skills.

Project ARISE partners have developed a series of self-paced online courses
that offer a whole-child approach to literacy instruction. Participants engage in
content addressing literacy as equity, executive functions, research informed
best practices for reading instruction, and a process for intensive intervention.
This professional learning opportunity is free to all California educators.

Through a partnership with University of the Pacific (UOP), educators can earn
three graduate-level semester credits for engaging in the Project ARISE
courses and completing a log with reflection/application activities. For more
details, please visit the Project ARISE landing page. For UOP questions,
contact Support@TeacherFriendly.

Project ARISE invites educators statewide to engage in a 2024–25 virtual
community discussion on each of the online courses. This is a dynamic
opportunity to discuss classroom implementation, share insights, and discover
concrete examples alongside peers. The emphasis will be on classroom
implementation; however, coaches, site/district administrators, as well as
county-level educators, are encouraged to attend.

The statewide virtual community discussions will occur on Thursdays from

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/documents/cacompstatelitplan.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/clsdlla.asp
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-23/pdf/2024-08578.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-23/pdf/2024-08578.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretionary-grants-support-services/well-rounded-education-programs/striving-readers-comprehensive-literacy-srcl-formula-grants-84-371a-for-state-literacy-teams/
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/hmdnyg/comprehensive-literacy-state-development-grant-resource-repository
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/clsd.asp
https://project-arise.thinkific.com/bundles/project-arise
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/email.notify.thinkific.com/c/eJwUyjFuxSAMANDTwFZku0CSgaFL7kGMXdz-Jl8EVfq3r7q_ViorVfJScMGYMxKR74V1lTVnQG5SGRgxoUJueduOKIm8FQKKkIAwxpy2AOtyZBFcUtQmC7gI5zVNX2F2O79NjQNfP_5R-pzP271_ONod7VMqdxk6TM72eP0bR_tzXF_C860Ou8XR7kcRrYfVm7u5CNwkcA2f1-9fAAAA__8kXDua__;!!KlnUNGHvdQ!8oFhxH0SULL8_Bpb9tEIu40yumkB0NuHDTC4Wt_EellTmvZ10Ok_DSzI6126ow5BzZXrfHG4_IRuUgXepeq1-FqClfJG$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/email.notify.thinkific.com/c/eJwUyrFuxCAMANCvgREZn4G7gaFL_sMxpli9JlFCK-Xvq-6vVZaOjF5rLJFyjojoRy2QOAOvyk_prNAeCbitJAgUob28VQQkSICRKKdXgGdZs2osiXrTAo5g26f1O8xh25d1kyD7t3_XMedxuceHw8XhMpVl6NlP062973_jcLl-jmM_p8PFn1U7r8aXDHME0jQIh8_99y8AAP__5Uk5wA__;!!KlnUNGHvdQ!8oFhxH0SULL8_Bpb9tEIu40yumkB0NuHDTC4Wt_EellTmvZ10Ok_DSzI6126ow5BzZXrfHG4_IRuUgXepeq1-A60P2V4$


3:30–4:45 p.m.

· October 3 – Executive Functions and Literacy Discussion

· December 12 – Foundational Skills Discussion

· February 13 – Comprehension Discussion

· March 13 – Intensive Interventions Discussion

Visit the CCCOE Project ARISE web page to enroll in the courses and register
for the community of practice. For additional information about the RII grant,
please visit the CDE RII Grant web page.

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities

AB 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022) and Senate Bill 114,
Section 115 (Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023) authorized the Literacy Coaches
and Reading Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible school sites
receive a funding allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and
train literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and
implement interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a
list of eligible school sites for fiscal years 2022‒23 and 2023‒24, see the LCRS
Categorical Programs web page.

The LCRS Educator Training (LCRSET) grant awarded a total of $27 million to
the Sacramento COE (SCOE), with Napa COE as co-lead, to develop and
provide training for educators to become literacy coaches and reading and
literacy specialists. SCOE and partners have recently begun this academic
year’s professional learning offerings, including technical assistance sessions
and bootcamps to help newly participating sites catch up.

The LCRSET team will be offering professional learning events for all to
participate in, starting with their Fall LCRSET Professional Learning Network.
This will happen on November 19 from 8:00 to 1:15, and will focus on Tier 1
instruction for all. You can register here with the following access code:
LCRSET.

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs,
and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more
information on the supports that they will provide, email their team at
LCRSET@scoe.net.

Recommended Literature List

The Recommended Literature List for Prekindergarten through Grade 12
(Recommended Literature List) has published its latest update! All of the past
recommendations will be available to download on the Recommended
Literature List web page. And as always, all of the great resources
accompanying each title are available on TeachingBooks!

Bookshare curated a list for the 2024 update! Bookshare provides access to a
huge collection of ebooks that are customizable for people with reading
barriers. The U.S. Department of Education funds this project, so Bookshare is
able to provide free access to U.S. students and schools. Make sure to check
them out!

Finally, the CDE is always seeking suggestions for recently published, high
quality, multilingual books in language such as Spanish, Vietnamese, Mandarin,
etc. to include in subsequent updates of the Recommended Literature List. To
submit a title for our committee to consider, please fill out our title suggestion
survey. If you have any questions, please email the team at
LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov.

https://www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/Divisions--Schools/Departments/Curriculum-and-Instruction/English-Language-Arts-English-Language-Development/Project-ARISE/index.html
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/riigrant.asp
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB181
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB181
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
https://proflearn.scoe.net/Home/Event/496
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/lcrsprogram.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/
https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?es=1&a=1&crl_id=267102
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/collection/541972
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=168668932519
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=168668932519


Mary Beth Barber, CYRM Liaison
marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov California Young Medal Reader (CYRM) report

Happy fall, fellow CATE members and leaders! The CYRM committee will be
deciding next month on the 2025-26 nominees, and then making the
announcement in January 2025. Votes from your students for the previous year
(2024-25) nominees are accepted until April 1, 2025. Recommendations for
books published by 2022 for consideration can be made until May 1, 2025.

CATE Conference Update. We also are excited to let you know that CATE
could have up to three speakers for the spring 2025 conference. This year the
winners for the Middle School category with Alone by Megan E. Freeman and
the Picture Books for Older Readers (PBOR) category with author Kim Tomsic
and illustrator Hadley Hooper with Elephants Come Home. All have been
informed of their status as winners and extended general invitations from the
CYRM team. The next step is for CATE to confirm the invite and email
specific information regarding the invitation, if it’s not been done already.

For PBOR and Elephants Come Home, the contact information for coordination
is Caitlin Ek (she/her), Publicist, Children’s | Chronicle Books,
Caitlin_Ek@chroniclebooks.com. Caitlin can help see if the author and
illustrator will be available, and/or submit a video if they aren’t able to attend.

For the Middle School category author with Alone, the contact information is
Jasmine Normil (she/her), Marketing Coordinator, Children’s Education &
Library, Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, 1230 Avenue of the Americas,
11th Floor, New York, NY 10020, Jasmine.Normil@simonandschuster.com .

Please note: in the early summer it appeared that Simon & Schuster planned to
have the author scheduled to attend the CATE conference. At that time, it had
not been determined the exact date of the CYRM event. If these contacts have
not yet been informed of the planned date and time, please help us contact
them ASAP!

CYRM Readers needed for next year. We have three (3) CATE readers for
the CYRM committee, with terms staggered each year. The most senior
member of the team is typically tasked with taking the lead for coordinating with
the authors and publishers, and the second most senior member working with
the CATE conference team for the following year’s conference. The newest
member is in learning mode, as well as reading mode. (The heaviest lift for
reading is in the first year, as the other members have typically read
approximately a third of the recommendations already, because books stay on
the list until they have aged out based on published date.)

Task for today: CATE members for CYRM: What the CATE board needs to
decided today are the CYRM readers for next calendar year. Currently we have
Mary Beth Barber (in year 2), with Shraddha Kapadia (year 3) terming out come
January 1, and a temporary 2024 reader with Chris Fluetsch (now a CYRM
administrator; previously a CSLA representative) who stepped in when the
previous reader experienced significant health issues. Next year (2026) will be
Mary Beth’s year 3.

So … we need to fill a full term (3 years) and a partial term (2 years). We have
three potential candidates for these two positions.

The candidates who have applied include a recent CYRM reader for CSLA
(Gabriela Gualano) who has an interest in fulfilling the 2-year term for CATE.
The advantages of having Gabriela in this position is the heavy lift of the first
year of reading is significantly reduced, and she’s an experienced conference
planner who’s based in Los Angeles and can be available for the conference in
2026.

The other two applicants for CATE include a college professor of English (Dr.
Kimberly Athans, San Diego), and a credentialed school librarian, ELA-TOSA,
and classroom ELA teacher currently from a Title 1 District in northern



California (Aimee Korynta, Woodland). Aimee, the ELA TOSA/school librarian,
is a CSLA member in a leadership position. (NOTE: CSLA has a large number
of applicants for their one slot, while CATE and the other organizations typically
have fewer.) Dr. Athans has experience with the National Writing Project and
other national English-teacher related programs.

Mary Beth will provide the three applications for the meeting. Also, slating one
candidate as an alternate with a guaranteed position for next year could be an
option to consider. Current CATE CYRM representatives recommend
approving Gabriela Gualano for the 2-year term, Aimee Korynta for the
3-year term, and Dr. Kimberly Athans as an alternate with a guaranteed a
three-year term starting in January 2026 (introduction to the materials and
reading list in fall 2025).
_____________________
Mary Beth Barber, California State Library
916-894-6561 * marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC
cstreet@fullerton.edu

ERWC

WestEd, in collaboration with the Fresno County Superintendent of
Schools and the California State University, is recruiting high schools in
California to participate in an Education Innovation and Research (EIR)
grant funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Through the grant, high
schools will implement the Expository Reading and Writing Curriculum
(ERWC) in grades 9 and 10, and WestEd will evaluate the impact on
student achievement. See flier below for additional details.
EIR flyer

ERWC intends to again have a strong presence at CATE in Burlingame.
We are planning on have a booth and a reception again. We also intend to
have a robust ERWC strand at the conference. Chris Street will serve as
preliminary contact for coordinating these events.

ERWC Summer Literacy Conference Details
Long Beach Marriott: June 23-24, 2025
Flier and additional details will be available soon.

Webinars
Website registration link and flyer are now available for Marissa Thompson's
webinar on September 19th
Future ERWC webinars will be promoted through this site.

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison
California Reading and Literature Project
cjago@caroljago.com

September 1, 2024

TO: CATE Board
FROM: Carol Jago, California English editor
RE: September board report

I thought you all might be interested in seeing this letter from the artist we
featured in the September issue of California English.

From: Milan delVecchio <milandelvecchio358@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: California English
Date: August 26, 2024 at 12:51:39 CDT

I received the journal! I am nothing short of honored. I'm very happy with the
images you curated, I think they capture a nice balance between diversity and
unity in my work. As well, I really enjoyed the theme of the issue. I was
particularly moved by Amy Lundeberg's piece "Valuing Students' Time." After
prepping many hours for class this weekend, I'm heading off to school with a
renewed focus on connecting authentically with my students, knowing you
never know for sure exactly how or how much you'll influence them personally.
Thank you and California English for your continued encouragement!

Here is the Instagram post I made about the journal. So far it seems to be
receiving much support. Thank you so much again for including me! I am truly
touched and so appreciate being included in the community,

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9_0JpvjD4Q5Ye4BJqJ4wzT9BZ__FfFS/view?usp=sharing
https://writing.csusuccess.org/system/files/ERWC%20Webinar%20-%20September%202024.pdf
https://writing.csusuccess.org/system/files/ERWC%20Webinar%20-%20September%202024.pdf
https://writing.csusuccess.org/webinars
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_Lpnm2vMQt/?img_index=1


Milan
milandelVecchio.com

If you know of an artist who would be interested in having work featured in
California English, please send them my way.

In other news, NCTE has garnered a grant from the Library of Congress as part
of an initiative to provide teachers with easy digital access to the amazing
resources (photos, letters, primary documents, maps, etc.) they possess. I have
proposed that we include a new column in California English that would offer
our members lesson ideas particularly focused on California history, people,
and events. More to come on this as I receive further details from NCTE.

The fall issue on helping new teachers thrive produced a deluge of
submissions. I plan to include those we could not fit into the magazine in future
issues. The challenges new teachers face seem to me to be evergreen.

Sorry to miss the September board meeting. I will be out of the country. Here is
the next call for manuscripts. Please help me to spread the news far and wide.

California English

November 2024
Rebuilding Reading and Writing Muscles
Deadline October 1, 2024

Over the course of the pandemic, many students’ reading and writing muscles
atrophied. Teachers worry that the supports they provided -- and that were
sorely needed -- for distance learning have become crutches, inhibiting student
autonomy and holding back student achievement. How can we re-engage
students in their own learning and help them choose to tackle complex
academic tasks? How have you approached the challenge of reestablishing the
rigor required for reading long books and writing extended essays? What
changes have you made to curriculum and instruction to help students become
stronger, more self-directed learners?

Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word
file to California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles
should be limited to 2,500 words.

http://milandelvecchio.com/

