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Board Member Report

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President
elmcaninch@comcast.net

Report May 2024

My main focus this spring has been on CATE’s writing contest. After collecting and
organizing around 30 entries, our first-place winners were selected. We also add “Writers
of Distinction” in each category for Central’s local reception this spring. We invite not only
the student writers but also their parents, friends, and teachers. Along with a certificate,
the students select a book (donated by Central Council), and receive gift certificates.

The Curriculum Study Commission (CSD) has planned an exciting Language Arts
Conference at Asilomar on October 4, 2024, Teaching in the World of AI: Promises and
Challenges. Robert Jeffers is slated as key speaker along with Carol Jago, who will lead
a panel discussion. In addition to chairing one of the sessions, I plan the Central Council
Reception on Friday and participate in bringing baskets that Central raffles off to add to
our scholarship fund.

Although “retired,” I have directed three plays this year at a local TK-8 school: Nemo,
Murdered to Death, and Squirm. Although I directed high school productions for over 40
years, it has been an interesting, challenging and surprisingly fun experience to work
with younger students.

Submitted by Elizabeth McAninch

Robb Polski, President (2026)
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org

May 2024 Board Report President

Since March, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with Denise
Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events.   I worked the “President’s
Perspective” for the next issues of
California English and participated in our May advisory meeting virtually.

Locally, I have met with and hosted our KCTE local members to celebrate our
Distinguished Service Award Recipient, Dr. Flachmann and to discuss our local calendar
of events, future book clubs, and outlining
upcoming wants and needs (It was a backyard BBQ with Pulled Pork, homemade
sauces, brats and kraut, German potato salad (family recipe), etc.

I also attended the 30th Anniversary of Building Bridges conference, bringing together
colleagues from across Kern County from the high schools, community colleges, and
CSUB to present and collaborate on meeting the needs of our students as they articulate
from HS through advanced degrees (shout out to founder and CATE member Dr.
Flachmann for her decades long vision and dedication).

Respectfully submitted,

Robb Polski, President of the California Association of Teachers of English

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)
dillon@cchsca.org

Since convention, I have facilitated the advisory call, coordinated the May board meeting
hotel accommodations, and selected the meals.

Carole LeCren, Secretary
carolelecren@yahoo.com

Since convention, I have worked on the following:
-giving feedback from the evaluations and thank yous to all the presenters at CATE 2024
in my role as Program/Sessions Co-Chair
-compiling a report from the two convention evaluations
-updating information on CATEweb.org by sending information about minutes, board
reports, agendas, policies, award winners, etc. in my role as Publications Chair
-attending Advisory Call meeting and helping with the agenda for May
-coordination the CATE Creative Writing Contest

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com

Since the last board meeting I have continued to keep the books current for CATE:
● Processing deposits from convention
● Worked with Annie and Jennifer to reconcile convention costs working out any

glitches we found
○ Hyatt



○ Curtin
○ Security
○ Precon

● Continue to updated books using Quicken
● Keeping accounts payable up to date
● Prepared a draft 23-24 CATE Budget
● Participated in Advisory Call

Professionally I am wrapping up my second semester at CSUSM as a University
Supervisor - My teacher candidates are in their final leg of their credential journey. We
are just completing their last observation in social studies. I am enjoying being back in
the classroom working with 2nd, 3rd and 5th grade and collaborating with the CSUSM
education department. In the midst of completing lots of TPE Paperwork. Loving the
journey. Using my Writing Project learning tutoring a couple of 5th graders and one 4th
grader.

pending, Central Rep
Susan Dillon

Since the February board meeting, I have been in touch with some teachers interested in
joining the Central board. I also helped judge the Central entries for the CATE writing
contest. I continue to work with the Diocese of Stockton on ELA C&I as well as WCEA.
In addition, I attend WASC commission meetings in my role as a former commissioner,
so I can continue to help with report reading and evaluating.

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep Capitol actually had a meeting with attendees present in April! We voted on our creative
writing contest entries, discussed the upcoming convention with the 2025 chairs, and
discussed local committee assignments.

The planning for 2025 is going strong, and as MaryBeth Barber, a CYRM representative
is also in our council, we are solidifying this relationship as well.

Ryne Preheim and Cathlyn (Cate)
Dossetti, with outgoing president
Janina Schulz, FACET Reps
Ryne.Preheim@fresnounified.org;
Cathlyn.Dossetti@fresnounified.org;
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org

Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE Rep
ginavattuone@gmail.com

Since the convention, I have been busy getting our writing contest winners selected.
Compared to the last few years, this convention's local council meet-up for the San
Diego Council of teachers of English was a smashing success. Not only did we have
around 16 attendees and a lively conversation, we had a plan for how we might carry
that energy home to future events. In the spirit of the starfish from the book we read The
Starfish & The Spider we are looking to decentralize power and decision making at our
local Council. Here are some quotes from my council attendees:

● I have never been more impressed with a conference than I was with CATE. I
am so excited to be a member of such an amazing group of thoughtful,
innovative, and knowledgeable colleagues.

● CATE 2024 was a source of inspiration! I loved the focus on BIPOC because it
made me reflect on my own teaching practices and how I can implement more
positive representation of all cultures within my existing lessons.

● Ideas I am taking back are definitely some of Jen Roberts' ideas on using AI,
and how to integrate it with my teaching, and also my grading. I will also be
using some of the ideas presented in ""Building Deeper Analysis,"" and
teaching interpretive vs. analytical commentary. And I was blown away with all
the information in the session presented by Emily, Jen, and Marisa about
""Gathering Data Today to Move Instruction Tomorrow.

● I feel a bit overwhelmed with obtaining so much information all at once, but I
feel so lucky to have so many of these amazing presenters right here in the
San Diego area, and being able to continue innovating with them at a monthly
get together.

● Ideas about getting kids to read from Carol Jago, argument/writing from
Jennifer Fletcher, and analysis and deeper commentary from Katherine Stone.

● The CATE24 Convention gave me a sense of community and revived my
creativity in the classroom that will hopefully last until next year's convention
revives me again.

mailto:Ryne.Preheim@fresnounified.org
mailto:Cathlyn.Dossetti@fresnounified.org
mailto:Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org


I created a Google form to assess interest in people hosting their own smaller events.
Just this week two members reached out to me about events they would like to plan. I
am cautiously optimistic that this will be a good model to reinvigorate our council.

Another reinvigorating aspect for the upcoming year is that Nicole Brown has agreed to
be co-president with me for our local council. She should be a familiar name and face to
many as she serves on our Resolutions Committee.

Part of the reason for this shift is because of some changes in my professional/personal
life. I am excited to announce that next year I will be a teacher librarian at Mar Vista
Academy in Imperial Beach (in my same district, the Sweetwater Union High School
District.) It is bittersweet as I will no longer be officially an English teacher. However, I am
looking forward to encouraging literacy through this new role. I will be pursuing a
Masters of Library Science and a library credential online through San Jose State
University.

In the category of “totally personal fun” news: last weekend I completed my first
backpacking trip with three other women; we hiked a segment of the Pacific Crest Trail. It
was incredible and I can't wait to do more. I have started an online nature journaling
course with Wild Wonders & John Muir Laws. And finally I have started practicing with
the San Diego Dragon Boat team and I have decided to make a commitment to join. It is
one of the hardest, most fun things I've ever done.

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com

Kern Council has been very active this Spring. We had many KCTE members attend the
conference, and we held our council get together at the convention, and this event was
also well attended.
We had a historic number of entries for the CATE writing contest. A total of 13 students
entered. We are exploring ways to locally honor these student writers.
In April, the board gathered to celebrate Kim Flachmann’s Distinguished Service award.
In early May, we will host an end-of-the year gathering for our members.

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep
missvkurtz@gmail.com

Redwood Council met at Joan Williams’ home to share out convention lessons and
experiences; we had six members in person and one on Zoom. AI became the main
topic of discussion and it was a really great sharing opportunity for everyone involved.
Next our lead essay contest organizer sent out all (172) the entries to four of us. We met
two weeks later via Zoom and curated the entries to go on to CATE and decided on the
winners for our local contest. We have a date set for a Saturday afternoon in May to
present the winners locally. Once the university ends their semester, we plan to make a
date to take out and celebrate our CATE award winner.

Jennifer Silver, Southland
Rep/Convention Co-Coordinator
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org

Southland: Southland Council (SCTE) has been buzzing since the CATE 2024
convention. We're beginning our annual publication in partnership with the L.A.
Conservancy, reviewing and creating reading guides around books about Los Angeles,
aimed at school-age children. In addition, we met at the L.A. Times Festival of Books to
tour the dozens of panels, hundreds of exhibits, and millions of books, hosted on USC's
campus. Most recently, we gathered online to adjudicate - and enjoy - our CATE writing
contest entries. Wishing all a restful summer.

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep
surabianc8@gmail.com

TUCATE has been able to participate in the writing contest for the first time in a few
years, and we are excited about our winners. We have scheduled a reception later this
month to honor both our writers and our Classroom Excellence Award winner, Derek
Arenas, for their accomplishments this year.
It is wonderful to be able to have the opportunity to connect with various teachers in our
council, since we have struggled to do so in the past. Our board is an enthusiastic and
active group.
I am continuing to coach initial student teachers, and for the most part I am encouraged
by what they bring to the classroom. It bodes well for our profession if we can continue to
nurture and encourage these young teachers.
I look forward to this weekend and the chance to plan for the coming year. See you
soon.

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep
jkrulder@pusdk12.org

Hey there,
First, I need to apologize for being AWOL for the last few meetings and the next. I have
taken on increased duties in my district that have unfortunately conflicted with the CATE
dates. That being said, I miss you all and our work.



Since my last report:

● From March 3rd through the 6th, I and 15 of my colleagues from Paradise
Unified School District attended the RULER conference in New Haven at Yale
University. I presented twice with a second year PE teacher from my school on
integrating SEL into high school curriculum (which you know can be
challenging, if you've tried).

● I have continued in the role of lead teacher at Paradise High, supporting
students, staff, and admin in various capacities, with a focus on SEL.

● My NorCal ELC grant group continues to work on supporting teachers' Social
and Emotional needs.

● The Anti-bullying group at my school has created an Empathy curriculum for
our 9th graders, which I am piloting this week.

● Working to ensure my senioritis-stricken AP Literature students are as
prepared as possible for the looming exam.

● And multiple other endeavors that I will not mention as I realize my report is
growing wordy.

I look forward to seeing you all again soon and I hope that your school year is going well.

Jori

Julie (Burnett) Young, MAL
Elementary (2025)
Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org

Sommer Iamele, MAL Middle (2025)
siamele@powayusd.com

Ashley Prevo, MAL Secondary
(2025)
aprevo10@gmail.com

April Parker, MAL Unspecified (2023)
/ CATE 2024 Co-Chair
aparkerteacher@aol.com

May 2024 Board Meeting Report
· Completed the 2024 convention
· Sent eblasts for SCTE regarding Los Angeles Book Fair and LA Conservancy Book
Project, Bill Younglove event
Professionally
· Produced the spring musical, Little Shop of Horrors
· Applied to teach a college course at my school with Morehouse University and I’m
so excited.
· Completed the process of getting my Theatre credential as a CTE teacher; helping
to create a certificated program at my school for performing arts.
· Helped create a PD for the summer for new teachers on student discourse

I am regretful that I cannot be with you all for this meeting, especially
to recap the 2024 convention, but a very dear friend’s daughter is
becoming a bat mitzvah and I will be attending the ceremony. It will
be my first bat mitzvah and I am looking forward to the day for many
sentimental reasons.

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2023)
kylowna@gmail.com

May 2024 Board Report: MAL College
Since the CATE 2024 convention, I have participated in the SCTE Festival of Books
event. I have coordinated and co-judged the SCTE portion of the CATE Creative Writing
Contest. We are in preliminary planning for our second Write Night celebration for SoCal
winners and (potential) statewide winners.
I continue to seek out partnerships with SoCal institutions that promote literacy and
language arts.
I registered for my second Asilomar!
Cheers,
Kylowna



Mindy Montanio, MAL Unspecified
(2024)
mindy_montanio@kernhigh.org

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council
(2024)
joanlwilliams@gmail.com

Communicated with the CYRM representatives.

Worked on the CATE bylaws and policies regarding elections and will work with the
Leadership/Membership Committee in September to update and create policies to help
support the requirements of the bylaws.

Participated in the Advisory zoom call and conferred with Lori about issues regarding
leadership and membership.

Communicated with Carol Jago to verify that she would include the Professional Writing
Contest information in the upcoming issue of California English.

Worked with Lori on Leadership/Membership issues and agenda

Hosted a meeting of the Redwood Council in order to debrief after the convention.

Assisted in judging the writing contest entries for Redwood Council.

Scheduled the visits of the 25 authors to the 60 schools that will participate this year in
our local Author Festival..

Researched NCTE awards

Arranged for a Board member on committee to lead the work on scholarships

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary (2024) /
CATE 2024 Co-Chair
frankmata32@gmail.com

Hello everyone!

I am still reeling from the joys of last convention. Dare I say, I miss the somewhat chaotic
nature?

As I mentioned in a previous email, I am unable to make this next board meeting. I have
already read the convention feedback and have many thoughts to contribute to ensure
we double-down on the direction CATE is going.

Last weekend my sons and I were able to make it to SCTE’s meet-up for the LA Times
Book Festival held annually at USC. It was nice to see some of you there.

I hope to see everyone soon again.

Frank

PS: I received news that my proposal to present at the next NCTE has been accepted.
The topic is on the dynamics involved with being a male teacher of color. I am very much
looking forward to having this conversation and experience.

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair
(2024)
Lori_Campbell@kernhigh.org

It has been difficult getting the updated membership list after the convention from
Precision. I am in contact with Paul Neufeld who reports that he has many accounts, and
this is why he is unable to keep up the membership lists. I have asked him what
deadlines were passed on to him from his predecessor. I believe I need to meet with him



so that we can create a schedule of required tasks. As soon as the updated report is
available, I will be able to forward that to council presidents.

I have been very busy since the convention working with ERWC and their upcoming
literacy conferences in June. In order to combine our two organizations, I helped to
create the first video that is advertising the conferences. I will also create a
“know-before-you-go” video in late May. I have consulted with Carol Jago who has
developed one of her signature Recommended Reading List bookmarks for the
conferences. I have ordered the books from our partner bookseller, Russo’s Books, to
order them and hold drawings at the two conferences this summer. I will be presenting at
these conferences, so there is no cost to CATE for our presence with a membership
booth. I also purchased stickers as a giveaway exclusively for these conferences.

I created a short video ad for our professional writing contest and have been in contact
with about ways to get the word out about this. The video was passed onJoan Williams
to ERWC where they will be using their social media to promote the contest. Joan and I
have also consulted about what Leadership/Membership needs to focus on for this board
meeting.

Through the Kern Council, we are reaching out to our local members with a special
end-of-the-year celebration on May 10. We will be offering free books as well as have a
drawing for a gift card or two. We will offer beverages and appetizers and celebrate
another successful year.

This summer, I will also be attending and presenting at InstructureCon 2024. My
proposal to offer accessibility in online classes was accepted. This national conference
will be held at The Venetian in Las Vegas July 9th through the 11th. Because part of my
registration is waived for presenting, my district has also approved my request to also
attend Asilomar 70 this coming October.

CATE MEMBERSHIP REPORT

# COUNCIL 9/21 12/21 2/22 5/22 12/22 3/23 9/23 11/23 5/24 +/-
1 Redwood 11 17 17 20 17 17 16 15 26 +11
2 Upper 7 8 7 13 15 58 58 58 24 -34
3 Capitol 16 24 25 38 39 126 129 144 79 -65
4 Central 73 78 67 93 93 255 249 342 227 -115
5 Fresno 10 12 10 20 29 53 54 53 36 -17
6 TUCATE 7 7 5 7 7 19 20 20 16 -4
7 Kern 47 51 40 83 87 145 141 141 132 -9
8 Southland 114 148 147 368 347 351 379 381 514 +133
9 San Diego 48 47 44 58 48 42 45 44 74 +30
50 Out-of-state 12 13 12 20 20 18 18 19 47 +28
55 Libraries 7 7 7 7 7 7 6 6 6 –
99 Comp 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 –
TOTAL 1244 1258 353 413 382 728 1092 1224 1183 -41

Annie Gervais and Jennifer Silver,
Convention Co-Coordinators
agervais451@gmail.com
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org

Convention: As we settle financial and logistical matters from CATE 2024, we're looking
ahead to CATE 2025 in communication with our new Co-Chairs. Most of our time has
been spent negotiating new contracts with Curtin, EventPower, and our webmaster,
deciding on scheduling matters with the California Young Readers' Medal recipients,
participating in advisory calls, and establishing final summer site visit details. To that
end, we are "shopping" for northern CA-based hotels in June to firm up early plans for
CATE 2027.

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst
wyoungl@aol.com

April 26, 2024 Liaison (nonvoting)

• Wrapped up Artificial Intelligence classes taken via CSULB and Adult Ed.
• Attended opener of CA Council for the Social Studies Convention at Anaheim Hyatt
Regency.
• Attended CA Writers Club Poetry Panel.

mailto:joanlwilliams@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vBoLI8Oetg
mailto:agervais451@gmail.com
mailto:jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org


• Attended Shelby Van Pelt’s talk on Remarkably Bright Creatures.
• Attended FHAO’s Jennifer Gross’s Echoes of the (Holocaust Origins) Past
presentation.
• Attended Cerritos Library’s Writer’s Festival of six emerging author(esse)s.
• Took part in CSULB OLLI’s Writers Read Aloud class sessions.
• Attended authors D.J. Waldie and Mike Sonksen talks on the role of place (Los
Angeles) in literature.
• CDE Zoom(ed) (6th) session on Assessing Student Progress and Providing Needed
Interventions.
• Attended film showing/director discussion of The Anne Frank Gift Shop at
The Long Beach Alpert Jewish Community Center.
• Attended the SCTE-sponsored USC campus L.A. Times Festival of Books.

Gale Caswell, CETA Liaison
gale.caswell@gmail.com

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison
dewar@education.ucsb.edu

CWP Liaison Report, May 2024

The California Writing Project sponsored and produced the James Gray Memorial
Preconvention at CATE’s Annual Convention on February 29, 2024. The day’s theme
noted the unique date and the 50th anniversary of the Writing Project’s first Summer
Institute – “A Look Back and A Leap Forward: Learning from the Stories of Our Past,
Imagining the Future.” Our scheduled morning keynote speaker, Jason Mugabo Perez,
honored the hotel workers’ call for a boycott. While we were of course disappointed, we
understood Jason’s decision, and are pleased to report that he has agreed to provide a
version of his talk online in the coming weeks. All who registered for the Preconvention
will be invited.

In Jason’s stead, three Writing Project Site Directors told stories from their past and
imagined future teaching. While a bit of a scramble to organize, the talk was well
received. There were additionally four rounds of breakout sessions, each with five
different presentations each round. The breakout sessions included strands on writing
and ethnic studies, environmental literacy and justice, and artificial intelligence. The
conference was very well attended, with 150 registered. It is also worth mentioning that
in the convention proper, Writing Project-affiliated teachers led or contributed to at least
17 of 87 sessions, or 20%. CWP is proud to make these contributions to CATE’s annual
conference.

We are also proud that CWP-affiliated teachers continue to contribute to California
English, racking up an impressive record of articles. The most recent issue has an article
by Hannah Holle of BAWP that found initial expression in one of the ethnic studies
breakouts at the Preconvention.

CWP sites are gearing up to offer our signature Invitational Summer Institutes in
Composition and Critical Literacy and planning with schools and districts to offer
professional learning and to provide supplemental instruction this summer &/or next
school year.

Gina Grey, Liaison CTA
ginanichole35@gmail.com

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov

California Department of Education
Professional Learning Support Division Update

May 2024

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant

For an overview of each of the projects under the Comprehensive Literacy State
Development (CLSD) grant, visit the California department of Education (CDE) Literacy
Lead Agency (LLA) web page. Grantees are working with their respective consortia of
County Office of Education (COE) partners to build expertise in strategies that address
their identified statewide literacy priority defined in the California Comprehensive State
Literacy Plan (SLP) and implement these strategies through three-year small-scale pilot
projects with one or more local districts within their regions. These strategies must align
with state guidance and policies, be evidence-based, and support the literacy needs of

https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsdlla.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsdlla.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/documents/cacompstatelitplan.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/documents/cacompstatelitplan.pdf


economically disadvantaged and high-need students.

Priority 6, led by the Tulare COE and in partnership with the University of Massachusetts
Global, has created a series of FREE courses designed for grades 6–12 educators. All
courses are fully online and asynchronous, and participants can earn 1 graduate-level
credit per course. The courses are:

· Basic Tools for Continuous Improvement in Literacy

· Using Culturally Diverse Texts

· Developing Community Literacy Access

· Parent and Family Partnerships

· Language Development to Support Literacy

· Setting Up and Implementing Effective Book Clubs for Grades 6–12

· Standards Aligned Conferring with Readers in Grades 6–12

We encourage all 6–12 educators to sign up for these amazing free courses! For more
information and to register, check out their web page.

A Local Literacy Planning Toolkit to accompany the SLP, along with many other
resources to support implementation, is available in the Literacy Resources Repository
on the California Educators Together online platform. Each LLA’s group and resources
can also be accessed through the Literacy Resources Repository.

The focus for this year is scaling and sustainability. LLAs are currently planning for the
continuation of this work once the grant has concluded at the end of September 2024.
As part of scaling and sustainability, each LLA is creating an implementation guide for
their project, which will be shared at the grant’s conclusion.

Information about the CLSD Grant and accompanying resources are available on the
CDE CLSD web page.

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention grant program, also known as Project
Accelerating Reading Intervention through Systemic Excellence (ARISE), the Contra
Costa COE and partners generate and disseminate professional learning opportunities
for kindergarten through grade twelve public school educators across the state in the
areas of evidence-based literacy instruction, including biliteracy instruction; intensive
literacy interventions; and support of pupils’ executive functioning skills.

Project ARISE partners have developed a series of self-paced online courses that offer a
whole-child approach to literacy instruction. Engage in content addressing literacy as
equity, executive functions, research informed best practices for reading instruction, and
a process for intensive intervention. This professional learning opportunity is free to all
California educators.

The Project ARISE team is hosting a free, virtual workshop series this spring. The final
session on May 16 will feature content on Intensifying Interventions for Students from
Project ARISE partner, the National Center on Intensive Intervention. More information is
available on the Project ARISE Spring Workshop Flyer. Recordings of all previous
workshop sessions are available on the Contra Costa COE RII Grant web page.

For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RII Grant web page.

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities

Through the Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists (LCRS) grant, eligible school

https://www.umassglobal.edu/partner-organizations/partner-organizations/current-partnerships/project-endorsement-CLSd
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/comprehensive-literacy-state-development-grant-resource-repository
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/comprehensive-literacy-state-development-grant-resource-repository
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://project-arise.thinkific.com/bundles/project-arise
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E-hii-XjGz1QXhGgUOT8DrXshbWEzUaZ/view
https://www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/departments/curriculum_and_instruction/english_language_arts_english_language_development/contra_costa_literacy_project/reading_instruction_and_intervention_grant
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/riigrant.asp


sites receive a funding allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and train
literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and implement
interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a list of eligible school
sites for fiscal years 2022‒23 and 2023‒24, see the LCRS Categorical Programs web
page.

The LCRS Educator Training (LCRSET) grant was awarded to the Sacramento County
Office of Education (SCOE) to develop and provide training for educators to become
literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists. A spring workshop series on
evidence-based practices for literacy instruction is currently underway for participating
LEAs.

Learn more about the LCRSET grant on the LCRS web page and the LCRSET Request
For Applications web page.

California Dyslexia Initiative

SCOE administers the California Dyslexia Initiative (CDI). The goal of this initiative is to
build capacity in providing early intervention services and supports for students with
specific learning disabilities, such as dyslexia. Check out their web page for recordings
of webinars and professional learning videos. You can also sign up to receive their
quarterly newsletter, which includes resource spotlights to highlight professional learning,
screeners, and more.

The CDI is hosting a free, statewide professional learning course for California educators
offered in partnership with SCOE and Glean Education.

● On-Demand Dyslexia Online Course Bundle: This free three-part online
course covers the topics of understanding dyslexia and dysgraphia,
intensifying instruction for struggling readers, and serving students with
dyslexia for school psychologists. Participants have until October 1, 2024, to
complete the coursework.

On June 11 and 12, the CDI is hosting the California Dyslexia Conference. Participants
will be able to see many of the top experts in the field of dyslexia, reading, and literacy.
This free professional learning opportunity will give participants knowledge and
resources to support them in the classroom, school, or district. Participants will get to
hear from two amazing keynote speakers: Dr. Maryanne Wolf and Dr. Elsa Cardenas
Hagan! More information and registration is available here.

If you have any questions about CDI resources, please contact: CAdyslexia@scoe.net.
You can also join the CDI’s California Educators Together group to access all of their free
resources.

Recommended Literature List

The Recommended Literature List for Prekindergarten through Grade 12
(Recommended Literature List) is finalizing its latest update! The CDE anticipates being
able to update the Recommended Literature List by early summer. All of the past
recommendations will be available to download on the Recommended Literature List
web page. And as always, all of the great resources accompanying each title are
available on TeachingBooks!

Remember that Bookshare curated a list for the 2023 update. Bookshare provides
access to a huge collection of ebooks that are customizable for people with reading
barriers. The U.S. Department of Education funds this project, so Bookshare is able to
provide free access to U.S. students and schools. Make sure to check them out!

Finally, the CDE is always seeking suggestions for recently published, high quality,
multilingual books in language such as Spanish, Vietnamese, Mandarin, etc. to include
in subsequent updates of the Recommended Literature List. To submit a title for our
committee to consider, please fill out our title suggestion survey. If you have any
questions, please email the team at LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov.

https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/lcrsprogram.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r12/lcrs23rfa.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/fo/r12/lcrs23rfa.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/dy/cadyslexiainitiative.asp
https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/curriculum/cadyslexia/about/
https://files.constantcontact.com/402dad7e701/bd12e120-e642-400c-a1d9-ffb77124f408.pdf?rdr=true
https://educationspeakersnetwork.com/cdisummer2024/
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/ljbcsdcs/california-dyslexia-initiative-cdi
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/
https://www.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?go=1&adv=list&listType=own_state
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/collection/508979
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/reclitsuggestion.asp


Chris Street, Liaison ERWC
cstreet@fullerton.edu

ERWC is planning for our 2024 ERWC Literacy Conference: "The Art of Adaptation:
Rhetoric for Transfer"

The ERWC Literacy Conferences are open to all educators interested in language,
literacy, and learning. ERWC teachers, ELD teachers, literacy coaches, K12
administrators, CSU faculty, and CSU EAP Coordinators are especially encouraged to
attend. This year, registration is FREE! for all attendees. Register here for the 2024
ERWC Conference.

Thank you Lori for your excellent video to help us promote this event:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU

2024 ERWC Literacy Conf.

The CSU Center for Academic Reading
and Writing is now registering participants
in the annual ERWC Literacy Conference.
For your traveling convenience this w...

www.youtube.com

DATES & LOCATIONS:

June 17, 2024- Sacramento, CA - Hilton Arden West Sacramento

June, 25, 2024 - Pomona, CA Sheraton Fairplex Hotel & Conference Center

EVENT START AND END TIME: 8:00am - 4:00pm

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Trevor Aleo, co-author of "Learning that Transfers"

FEATURED SPEAKERS:

Carol Jago, author of The Book in Question

Angela Stockman, author of The Writing Workshop Teacher's Guide to Multimodal
Composition

Jen Roberts, author of Power Up: Making the Shift to 1:1 Teaching and Learning

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Monday, May 31, 2024

**************************************
Chris Street, PhD. (he, him, his)
Professor of Secondary Education
California State University, Fullerton
College Park 600
(657) 278-5905 phone
cstreet@fullerton.edu

**************************************

Shraddha Kapadia, CATE’s
representative to CYRM
sikapadia89@gmail.com

The CYRM full committee programming has made good progress, including determining
the winners from the 2023-24 nominees. (Final vote deadline was April 1, and the results
were tabulated by the committee at the CYRM April 8 meeting. There were over 30,000

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/8cb02d6bf3bf482cbb967b5eba62a614
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlf52NvLanU
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/smfhihf-hilton-sacramento-arden-west/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-HH-SMFHIHF&y_source=1_MTIyMDgzNi03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/ontsi-sheraton-fairplex-suites-and-conference-center/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0


votes cast!) The CYRM committee will announce the winners on May 1. (Because this
report is being drafted before May 1 we don’t want to accidently announce early, but
CATE board members may email either Shraddha or Mary Beth directly and we’d be
happy to share the info before May 1.) CATE will be honoring the author of the Middle
School category and the author/illustrator team for the Picture Books for Older Readers
next year. (Reminder that there are five categories and four organizations, so as the
categories are rotated, one organization each year honors 2 categories of PBOR and
Middle School. This time it will be CATE 2025 in Burlingame for 2 categories.) Mary Beth
met with other CATE members involved in the conference in Sacramento/Rancho
Cordova as part of a planning meeting in April, and will continue to be the contact for
coordination for the event in 2025.

The CYRM committee has encountered one stumble recently. The third member of the
team, Laura Graves, let Shraddha know that she has experienced some devastating
health issues that sent her to the hospital during the 2024 CATE conference and will
make fulfilling the CYRM duties impossible this year. Shraddha and Mary Beth worked to
determine the best next steps for the 2024 year of reading and voting, and have
proposed that school librarian and CYRM technical administrator Christopher Fluetsch
(and recent CATE member) be a reader for CATE for 2024. Other options such as trying
to find a replacement who would be starting from scratch on the reading requirements
didn’t seem fair or feasible to that individual, given the deadline of the end of September
to read all the books necessary after missing half a year of time. Chris recently fulfilled
his 3 year term as a reader for CSLA while also volunteering as the technical
coordinator, and is well informed of the processes and procedures for CYRM. He also
has read most of the books at the technical coordinator. He would only be reading and
nominating for one year for CATE. This will give CATE its full three representatives for
the October nominations process, as well as allow Shraddha and Mary Beth time this
summer to recruit members for next year – one to fulfill a full 3 year term, and one to
take the abbreviated 2 year term.

-- CYRM members Shraddha Kapadia and Mary Beth Barber,
marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov (best contact for questions)

Carol Jago, California English Editor,
Liaison California Reading and
Literature Project
cjago@caroljago.com

May 1, 2024

TO: CATE Board
FROM: Carol Jago, California English editor
RE: May board report

The spring issue of California English focusing on Asian American voices in the ELA
curriculum should have arrived in your mailboxes. I hope the double page spread
celebrating CATE2024 brought back many fond memories!

Worry regarding garnering enough manuscripts for this call caused me to reach out to
the NCTE AAPI special interest group via Betina Hsieh, the National Writing Project via
Tanya Baker, and the Write Center at UCI which was holding a Teaching for Justice
conference May 17-18 on integrating the principles of Asian American and Pacific
Islander studies into our professional work. The outreach paid off. This issue is teeming
with essays on many aspects of this work from teachers at all levels, primary to
university.
Looking forward to seeing you all in Burlingame. Here are the next two calls for
manuscripts. Please help me to spread the news far and wide.

California English

September 2024
Helping New Teachers Do More than Survive
Deadline August 1, 2024

Schools have often been accused of eating their young. Assigning novice teachers the
toughest classes and most remote classrooms, we seem to expect them to sink or swim.
How can we do better? What systems are in place at your school to help young teachers
thrive? What advice do you have for someone entering the profession? What do you
wish you knew when you began teaching?

November 2024
Rebuilding Reading and Writing Muscles
Deadline October 1, 2024



Over the course of the pandemic, many students’ reading and writing muscles atrophied.
Teachers worry that the supports they provided -- and that were sorely needed -- for
distance learning have become crutches, inhibiting student autonomy and holding back
student achievement. How can we re-engage students in their own learning and help
them choose to tackle complex academic tasks? How have you approached the
challenge of reestablishing the rigor required for reading long books and writing
extended essays? What changes have you made to curriculum and instruction to help
students become stronger, more self-directed learners?

Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word file to
California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles should be limited to
2,500 words.


