
CATE Board Reports: DECEMBER 2024 
 

Board Member Report 

Liz McAninch, Acting Past President  The Central Council and CATE Board were well-represented at the Curriculum 
Study Commission’s annual conference in October. Our chair, Ruth Nathan, 
inspired by California English’s AI articles, recruited many of those contributors 
to lead sessions. I organized Central’s Reception on Friday as well as putting 
together a number of baskets to contribute  to Central’s annual raffle at the 
Saturday reception. Central provides a scholarship for a new teacher to attend 
the conference every year.  This year the candidate was from the Visalia 
Council. Thanks to the generosity of the attendees,  we raised over $800.00 on 
the baskets, an all-time high. To top it off, we enjoyed glorious weather and 
scenery. 

Robb Polski, President (2026) 
Robert_Polski@kernhigh.org Since September, I have had various virtual meetings and conversations with 

Denise Mikkonen regarding payments, accounts, and events.  I attended the 
NCTE national convention in Boston where we went to various sections, the 
Annual business meeting, and discussed CATE’s present and future.  I wrote 
the “President’s Perspective” for the next issues of California English and 
participated in our advisory meeting virtually. 

Locally, I have met with KCTE local members to discuss our upcoming end of 
year functions, and I will be hosting our end of year meeting, book exchange, 
and holiday celebration in December. 

I have also been involved in our local teachers union, KHSTA , as a site 
representative attending bimonthly meetings, and completed the contract 
negotiation for the 2024-2025 school year.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Robb Polski, President of the California Association of Teachers of English 

Susan Dillon, Vice President (2026)/Central 
rep 
dillon@cchsca.org 

VP: I arranged  the advisory call and the  December board meeting. I attended 
NCTE and was proud to represent Central Council  at the annual business 
meeting. I have been communicating with convention hotel personnel to set up 
accommodations for our board members, resolution reps, and speakers. 
CCCTE: I attended Asilomar 70, worked on our new teacher raffle (we made @ 
$800 for a new teacher to attend Asilomar 71 - so pleased!), and spoke with 
two people who will be joining the CCCTE board. I communicated with Gina 
Vattuone, re: CATE Connects (January co-hosts). I invited Lisa Perry to the 
December board meeting. 
 I serve on the Diocesan board  (Stockton) for SEEDs (elementary school 
financial aid disbursement) and work closely with our Catholic Schools Office.   

Carole LeCren, Secretary 
carolelecren@yahoo.com 

Since the last board meeting, I created business cards for those who requested 
them and mailed them. I asked which board members wanted to distribute 
printed flyers for CATE 2025 in their areas, and mailed the flyers to them. I 
continue to coordinate with our webmaster, Cindy Conlin, to keep our website 
current and useful. In my job description, I’m supposed to make sure the 
minutes are posted in a timely manner on CATEweb. 
 
In my role as Program/Sessions Chair for CATE 2025, I completed the Call for 
Presenters. Gina Vattuone and I went through the submissions and selected 
our presenters. I contacted them, and also made sure their biographies and 
session descriptions were edited and accurate. 
 
Meanwhile, with the convention committee’s decision to use eventPower’s 
mobile app feature for CATE 2025, I have been meeting with an eventPower 
employee (Katie Erpenbach) every other Thursday to learn how to upload our 
“agenda” and our presenters into the online app. I designed a “splashdown” for 
the laptop and mobile version. We uploaded all of the presenters’ profiles and 
sessions into the online app, and send our first e-mail through the app to the 

 



presenters so they could practice uploading a photo of themselves for the app. 
For the first time, I also join the convention coordinating meetings with 
eventPower for updates. I continue to help Annie and Jennifer with figuring out 
which rooms to use in the hotel for various events. 
 
Upcoming, I hope the board will brainstorm and discuss how to do the new 
Sunday at CATE 2025 (annual board meeting and free Sunday brunch 
combined with council meetups). We also need to discuss how many printed 
programs we want at the convention this year. 

Denise Mikkonen, Treasurer 
denisemikkonen18@gmail.com 

December Board Report - Treasurer/Mikkonen 
 
I attended NCTE, Affiliate Breakfast and Annual Business Meeting - working on 
building relationships with our area rep and committed to completing CATE’s 
Annual Report - Due Aug 15th 
 
Items gathered for taxes 

1. Vanguard quarterly account statements showing investment 
income.  

 
2. CATE financial statements for the fiscal year, and June 30, 2024 
account balances. 
Banking Summary 2024  

 
3. Officers, Board Members and key staff  with addresses and 
approximate hours per week and compensation, if any. 

 
4. Contributions or grants of $5,000 or more with addresses.  

 
5. All Council financial reports for the fiscal year and ending cash 
balances. 

 
6. Accomplishments for the year with costs and revenues of major 
programs. 

 
7.Any changes in governance, policies, and organization from last 
fiscal year - 

 
Taxes submitted 11/15 

●​ CPA fees $1410 pro bono contribution 500 - total paid $910 John W. 
Pearson 

●​ $100 paid to Department of Justice - Taxes 
 
Day to day entry in Quicken and monitoring of Chase Account - items of 
note 

●​ Convention expenses for flyers paid to Golden Ink $498.71 Precision 
Charges mailing $  

●​ $4,250 paid to Conlin 10/7/23 - Registrar agreement $3,000, web 
services $1,250 

●​ $1,200 to USPS - CE 
●​ $5975 CE Michale Jago  
●​ $800 Editor fee Carol Jago  
●​ Silent Events $898 
●​ CRA $400 

 
Upcoming Expenses 

●​ $8,265 due to Eventpower 1/1 

Annie Gervais, Capitol Rep/Convention Since the last board meeting,  

 



Co-Coordinator 
agervais451@gmail.com 

 
Jennifer and I have continued to work with Eventpower, Cindy Conlin,  the 
convention chairs and the Hyatt Regency on planning the convention.  
 
I have continued to work in pursuit of a bookstore.  
 
Capitol Council 
Nothing new to report.  

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention 
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

Southland (SCTE) Board Report: December 2024 
 
During this segment of the school year, we co-hosted the inaugural CATE 
Connects, which was well-attended and quite well received.  I gathered and 
organized all of the Southland award documentation, including the Classroom 
Award for Teaching Excellence - Middle School.  I am providing backstage 
support for the remaining CATE Connects in November, January, and April: 
running Eventbites, communicating with registrants, sending follow-up surveys, 
and directing scholarship funds secured to the CATE Treasurer.  
 
It was my second year attending Asilomar in October - always a sweet treat!  I 
also attended and presented at NCTE in Boston and met our affiliate’s 
obligations therein.  
 
 As a board, we are meeting in January to set the rest of spring programming.  
 
Convention Coordinator's Board Report: December 2024 
 
Things are humming along for CATE 2025!  We have been in regular 
communication with EventPower, who is helping us navigate the new 
registration tool and app.  As always, we provide support and mentorship to our 
chairs, stay in touch with Pre-Con events, and address hotel and contract 
matters as they arise. December usually means preliminary catering and AV 
discussions. 

Kristie Leyba and Janina Schulz, FACET 
Reps 
Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org 
Janina.Schulz@fresnounified.org 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCwzACvmj9fc3mS8EnsdQtJ0gdrfXe8i1
81Y-DPtKHE/edit?usp=sharing 
 
FACET December Report 
 
Our September Social was attended by several new teachers who we were 
able to introduce to FACET and CATE and the role of advocacy and community 
in building career-long supports and connections. We did a casual needs 
assessment with a sticky note activity and had great discussions around the 
best books we read over summer. Our goals will be to continue offering 
enrichment and connection to personal and professional learning in small 
groups beyond a teacher’s campus, social interactions to expand our reach and 
teacher awareness, and invitations to participate in local literacy-focused 
events (LitHop, Young Writer’s Conference, SJV Bookfest, Poetry readings, and 
theater productions).  
 
Our group is continuing to partner with SJVWP and Kristie Leyba (VP of FACET 
and SJVWP Board member/Teacher Leader) will be co-presenting for the 
Preconvention CWP sessions. She is also attending CATE as FACET’s rep.    
 
Janina presented a poster in Boston for NCTE and several local teachers were 
able to attend as well.  
 
We are reminding teachers of funding streams and the benefits of attending 
CATE and encouraging local admin to invest in teachers who will help support 
one of the three goals identified by our major district’s Interim Supt.  

Nicole Brown, GSDCTE Rep 
nicole.brown@smusd.org 
 
Gina Vattuone, GSDCTE Rep 

Nic 
-​ Attended NCTE 

 
 

 

mailto:Kristie.Leyba@fresnounified.org


ginavattuone@gmail.com Gina 
-​ Sadly, can’t attend this meeting but Nic will be representing GSDCTE 
-​ In October, Nic & I met to discuss plans for GSDCTE 
-​ Helped Carole LeCren go through the submissions and select 

presenters. 
-​ Attended virtual Presidents meeting on November 14th 
-​ Is helping to co-lead (with Susan Dillon & Nic Brown)  the Jan 29th 

CATE Connects: Jen Roberts’ AI Assisted Writing Classroom 
-​ Has been trying to surface contributors to the CA English DEI 

Column. Such as Johnny Parker whom I met at the ALA conference. 
He is an English teacher in South Central and creates comics. 
https://bleedingcool.com/comics/south-central-la-teacher-creates-div
erse-comics-students/ https://www.johnnyparkercantlose.com/ 

-​ Starting to work on our award nominee.  

Jill Hamilton Bunch, Kern Rep 
jhamiltonbunch@gmail.com 

The Kern Council (KCTE) has had an active Fall. Our activities included: 
  
Partnership with the One Book Project for Kern County.  Our book was All You 
Can Ever Know by Nicole Chung.The council provided financial support for 
writing contest participants, as well as attended One Book events, including a 
dinner with the author. The activities were well received by our community.   
 
In late September, we held an evening gathering for our members at a local 
restaurant.  Members were able to socialize, and we provided book giveaways 
and prizes.  
 
Our committee nominated a local high school teacher for the Teacher of 
Excellence Award.  We collected letters of support and required documents for 
submission at the December Board of Directors’ meeting. 

Vicki Kurtz, Redwood Rep 
missvkurtz@gmail.com 

Redwood Council had a meeting in early November to discuss choosing an 
elementary Classroom Teacher of Excellence and promote attendance at the 
CATE Connects and 2025 Convention. The meeting was held at Joan Williams’ 
home and concurrently on Zoom. The meeting was  not well attended, but an 
email was sent out earlier asking for teacher submissions and subsequently, a 
survey was created and shared for voting. A winner was selected and her 
school administration and recommenders notified. In addition, two young, 
beginning teachers were chosen for scholarships to attend the convention. 
David Sanders was not in attendance, but I believe he will be our 
representative on the Resolutions Committee in March. Finally, one of our 
members will attend a fall or winter meeting as she considers taking over as 
Redwood Council President next year. 
 
CATE Connects 2 was sponsored by Redwood and Upper Councils this month; 
Redwood member, former Arcata High School teacher and currently the 
librarian at Humboldt County Office of Education’s (HCOE) Resource Center 
(HERC) presented her workshop on “Reading Resistance : Using TribalCrit and 
Indigenous Lens in the High School Classroom.” We felt it was timely since 
November is Native American Heritage Month; it addresses the skill of reading 
texts critically, interrogating them for elements of colonial mindsets and erasure 
that distort Indigenous peoples and histories. Although attendance was minimal 
the content was very well received. 

Jennifer Silver, Southland Rep/Convention  
Co-Coordinator 
jennifersilver@vistamarschool.org 

Posted above. 

Carol Surabian, TUCATE Rep 
surabianc8@gmail.com 

I am unable to attend this meeting, but TUCATE will be ably represented by 
Kathleen Giannandrea. 
I have been working with Residency Student Teachers in Tulare County. I work 
with junior and senior high schools in Visalia and Tulare. I have been 
distributing flyers at all my schools, encouraging the mentor teachers to attend 
CATE 2025 and to “bring a friend.” 
TUCATE has nominated a middle school teacher for the Classroom Excellence 
award. We also are looking at reviving our mini-grants for teachers to help fund 
those “wants” in the classroom. 

Jori Krulder, Upper Rep Paradise High sent two students to the Butte County Poetry Out Loud 

 

https://bleedingcool.com/comics/south-central-la-teacher-creates-diverse-comics-students/
https://bleedingcool.com/comics/south-central-la-teacher-creates-diverse-comics-students/
https://www.johnnyparkercantlose.com/


jkrulder@pusdk12.org competition and though they did not go onto state, they are excited about 
competing again next year and getting more involved. 
 
Some colleagues from Upper Council and I are very much looking forward to  
presenting at CATE in February, and we are working on funding for bringing 
more of our English teachers to the convention so they can see the vast 
benefits of being part of this community. 
 
Upper Council also put together a nomination for Heather Brown, a stellar 
English teacher at Paradise Junior High.  

Julie (Burnett) Young, MAL Elementary 
(2025) 
Julie_Burnett@kernhigh.org 

 

  

Shawn McQuilliams, MAL Secondary (2025) 
shawn_mcquilliams@kernhigh.org 

I have begun researching the CATE resolutions passed in previous years and 
comparing them to resolutions from other states to prepare for our upcoming 
resolutions team meeting at CATE 2025. I have also been speaking with 
English teachers within my network to uncover the needs and desires of 
California teachers that may make for compelling resolutions to present for 
discussion, and with voting and editorial approval, possible inclusion in a future 
California English publication. 
 
I was regretfully unable to attend our last board meeting due to a forensics 
speech and debate invitational tournament, but I am happy to report that 9 of 
the 16 students I coached came back with trophies and that our school’s team 
swept all but one trophy in the congress debate category. This is only the 
second year our team has been in competition since the program was recently 
rebooted and given a class session on our campus. I am very pleased that we 
get a break from our busy competition schedule so that I will be able to attend 
this upcoming board meeting. 
 
I have been meeting with a colleague and resolutions team alum, Beau 
Larimer, to prepare to present a session for the upcoming CATE conference. 
Our collaborative presentation will be entitled, “From Doodling Notes to 
Generative AI & Game Design: Multimodal Composition & Writing (low-tech & 
high-tech),” and we are very excited to bring this message to those interested in 
multimodal instruction strategies, especially in the age of AI and recent updates 
in social media collaboration possibilities. 
 

April Parker, MAL Unspecified 
aparkerteacher@aol.com 

Sent eblasts for SCTE welcoming Southland teachers back to school and 
informing them about our events. 
Professionally 
•Produced two fall musicals, Las Soldaderas and Ramon y Julietta 
•Co-Facilitated a college course at my school with Morehouse University  
•Worked on creating internships and creating partnerships for my new CTE 
Theatre Pathway 
 
 

Kathleen Giannandrea, MAL Unspecified 
kgiannandreaohs@cojusd.org 

Since September, I have organized and executed an AVID Demonstration 
District Showcase where 40 educators and administrators from around the 
Central Valley visited classes at both our middle and high school to learn more 
about schoolwide AVID.  
I also planned an ELD lesson focused on asking main and follow up questions 
with teachers in Taiwan. We conducted the lesson via Google Meets. Between 
that lesson and this Sunday, students developed interview questions for my 
students at Orosi High School. The goal is to develop a sustainable travel plan 
for a 5-day visit to Hsinchu City and their high school. This Sunday, the 
students at the National Hsinchu Commercial and Vocational School will 
interview my students to gather the information they need to plan their 
sustainable travel plan. My students who live in a very rural and isolated 
community are very excited! 
I planned a San Joaquin Valley Writing Project WOW session focused on 
Artificial Intelligence with Jackie Smith, English teacher at Patino School of 

 



Entrepreneurship and member of FACET.  
I distributed CATE Convention fliers to other rural schools around my neck of 
the woods. 
In between coaching teachers in the TCOE intern and induction programs, 
training AVID Tutors, organizing and distributing a massive cookie dough 
fundraiser for college trips, and closing up shop for my two dual enrollment 
English 1 courses, I’ve attempted to read a book for my own sanity. I’m looking 
forward to writing down some new and exciting titles from the book exchange 
this weekend! 

Kylowna Moton, MAL College (2023) 
kylowna@gmail.com 

Since September, I have attended another successful Write Night, in 
celebration of our local Southland winners of the CATE Writing Contest. 
I attended my second Asilomar conference which was really helpful not only in 
gaining insight into classroom applications for AI technology, but in affording 
opportunities for some important conversations with fellow board members and 
other educators. 
After conferring with Joan and Lori, I have sent out (to CATE Board members) a 
letter that can be modified and used to solicit applications for CATE convention 
scholarships. I have also created a Google form to collect those applications, 
which is linked in the letter.  
 

  

Joan Williams, MAL Small Council 
joanlwilliams@gmail.com 

Since the last meeting, I have assisted Kylowna in her work with the CATE 
scholarships. I have also been working to update our election terms. I have 
assisted Lori with membership issues and ideas.  

I attended the Board Advisory Meeting and posted the agenda for the 
Leadership/Membership Committee. I also attended the workshop by Danielle 
Witten and hosted a Redwood Council meeting to nominate our classroom 
excellence award winner.  

My major literacy focus since the last meeting has been my work as the 
coordinator of the Humboldt County Children’s Author Festival. From  
October16-20 our committee of volunteers hosted 24 authors. Volunteer drivers 
took them to 59 schools in a two day period, and they had an opportunity to 
discover our county and meet and inspire a lot of young people. It  is extremely 
rewarding to be involved in such a huge community event to promote literacy in 
our local schools. More details are available at www.authorfest.org. 

Frank Mata, MAL Secondary 
frankmata32@gmail.com 

-I have created an online store through Custom Ink to allow for board members 
to order CATE merchandise. In the effort to build on our visibility for the work 
we do, I believe simple things like shirts/sweaters can go a long way. Carole 
LaCren aided me with our logo that will be on the following options: Polos (both 
men and women cuts), quarter zip sweater (also both cuts), hoodies and 
crewnecks. The color of the garments are dark navy blue with golden lettering 
(embroidered). I will provide the link to order this weekend. *The more volume 
of garments ordered, the cheaper the price per unit.  

 
 
-I also had the privilege of attending NCTE to continue fostering relationships 
and representing California to the greater NCTE community. I’d be remiss not to 
mention how our collective presence at this year’s NCTE convention helped 
dodge a potential bullet of our affiliate’s character. I can further discuss this and 
how our future presence with NCTE can be nourished. I also presented with Dr. 
Darius Phelps out of Teacher’s College. We plan to present again. I also was 
nominated and am now a candidate for NCTE’s ELATE committee, a group 
focused on fostering best practices for new and emerging teachers.  
 

 



-Recently I have volunteered to be part of a sub-committee with ERWC in 
conjunction with their new grant to write more modules. However, the 
subcommittee I speak of is focused on potentially creating curriculum to satisfy 
both ELA standards and the new mandate for Ethnic Studies. I am very excited 
to be part of this conversation with ERWC.  
 
-I continue to work with CTA and NEA through our state representative 
councils, specifically with our Civil Rights in Education committee (CTA) and 
lobbying on Capitol Hill with NEA. I will be returning to D.C. this February and I 
am curious to how those conversations will go given the new administration.  
 
-I am trying to read through Accountable… by Dashka Slater, in preparation for 
our conversation at next convention.  
 
-Personally, my 11 year old has grown into the same size jeans as me. I am 
very sad about this. My 8 year old has discovered his sport: cross country. (But 
I don’t get it.) 

Lori Campbell, Membership Chair 
Lori_Campbell@kernhigh.org Since the last board meeting, I was able to schedule virtual meetings with 

Cindy Conlin, Paul Neufeld, Joan Williams, and Carole LeCren so that we could 
discuss the upcoming registration process and how current membership can 
claim the membership discount in an effective manner. I also met virtually with 
Adam Nunez from Event Power who provided me with access to check the list 
of those claiming the discount to match against the current membership list. 
Among the solutions include: 

●​ Emailing the new code to members current past 1/31/25. 
●​ Removing the discount code on the registration materials.  
●​ Adding emails to the registration information so that registrants who 

are not qualified to receive the discount can be contacted 
immediately by Cindy. 

●​ Paul will be sending me weekly reports of people who have renewed 
online or by mail through December and January 

So far, I have been able to find four people who registered using another 
member’s code. This will be the next problem to address.  

I am currently working on a grade 9 module for the EIR grant for ERWC. This 
will be ready for piloting in the spring. I also continue to work with CAR/W and 
the ERWC Communications Committee. Julie Young and I have met with Joyce 
Foss from Orange County who is working with ERWC to create CTE prompts 
that align with many of the English 12 ERWC modules. Since Julie works with 
the Cosmetology students at the Regional Occupational Center in Bakersfield, 
she would be able to pilot the prompt with her students.  

I attended the Asilomar conference in October which did help me with the AI 
module development. 

Finally, I have set up a CATE table at two RIAP sessions in Bakersfield during 
the presentations by Kylene Beers and Carol Jago. I brought some of our 
giveaways and promoted CATE. For the Carol Jago presentation in December, 
I was able to give away 20 books wrapped as presents.  

Amber White, CATE 2025 Co-Chair 
ambernwhite85@gmail.com 

Since the last board meeting 
-Worked on Social media to put convention information out on Instagram and 
Facebook on a constant basis 
-Got designs for decorations and backdrops for convention completed 
-Working on lists of needs for videographer to increase social media traffic and 
engage members with convention 
- Met with Yolanda to review where we are in regards to convention numbers, 
decorations, needs and events 
-Created branding templates on Canva to make all posts uniform and engaging. 
-Began posting reels, Meet the Speaker and other CATE related posts to 
instagram and Facebook. 

 



 
 

Yolanda Jimenez, CATE 2025 Co-Chair 
yolanda.jimenez@trusd.net 

●​ Got designs for decorations and backdrops for convention completed. 
●​ Began cutting designs for table decorations. 
●​ Working on lists of needs for videographer to increase social media traffic 

and engage members with convention. (focus on LinkedIn) 
●​ Met with Amber to review where we are in regards to convention numbers, 

decorations, needs and events. 
 

Bill Younglove, Legislative Analyst 
wyoungl@aol.com 

CATE (Fourth Quarter Sept.-Dec.) Legislative Analyst Report 
                                ​   Liaison Bill Younglove 

  
• Hosted writer Mike Befeler (23 books—the latest, for children: The 
Adventures of Sure Luck Holmes) at Long Beach’s annual Men of 
Mystery Conference. 
• Helped SCTE Board host (and feed) speakers and Creative Writing 
Contest winners at the Arvida Book Company in Tustin. 
• Took part in the Curriulum Study Commission’s Asilomar (10/4-6) AI 
and Creative Learning: Concerns, Opportunities, and Choice 
Conference. 
• Took part in CSULB OLLI’s Writers Read Aloud class multi-week 
class meetings. 
• Spoke to/at multiple sessions of CSULB Professor Johnson’s 
teacher preparation classes on the Past, Present, and Future of the 
California Common Core State Standards. 
• Attended California Writers Club (co-founded by Jack London in 
1911) of Orange County monthly gathering to survey speakers and 
publication prospects. 
• Read the latest update on the CATE Board Policies, thanks to 
Secretary Carole LeCren’s shares, work, and comments. 
• Critiqued San Jose author Steve Barry’s In the Shadow of An Irish 
God latest book chapters. 
 • Hosted California Assembly Speaker Emeritus Anthony Rendon at 
my house for a discussion about current issues, his career—and next 
move as a possible candidate for  Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 

Tim Dewar, CWP Liaison 
dewar@education.ucsb.edu 

CWP Liaison Report, December 2024 
  
The California Writing Project continues to plan for the James Gray Memorial 
Preconvention in February, 2025. This year we will return to a two-keynote 
speaker format. Our morning keynote will be a panel of CWP teachers 
speaking on their classroom use of generative AI in writing instruction. Our 
luncheon keynote will be teacher and writer John Warner. Known for his book, 
Why They Can’t Write: Killing the Five-Paragraph Essay, Warner’s new book, 
More Than Words: How to Think about Writing in the Age of AI, will publish just 
before the convention in February. To account for the two keynotes, we will only 
have two rounds of breakout sessions. Our theme is Deep Roots, Changing 
Seasons: 50 years of responsive and relevant writing instruction with the 
California Writing Project 
  
While attending NCTE in Boston, MA in November, I had the good fortune to 
spend time with President Polski, Susan Dillon, Denise Mikkonen, and Frank 
Mata. CATE & CWP matters were discussed, along with hockey. The National 
Writing Project (NWP) took advantage of NCTE to wrap-up its year-long 
celebration of fifty years of the Writing Project. 
  
Humbly submitted, 
Tim Dewar 
CWP Executive Director 
UCSB 

Jennifer Howerter, Liaison CDE 
JHowerter@cde.ca.gov 

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Grant 

In 2019, the California Department of Education (CDE) was awarded $37.5 

 



million in federal Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) grant 
funds by the U.S. U.S. Department of Education (ED) to leverage and expand 
existing statewide infrastructure, guidance, and expertise to bring coherence to 
the system of literacy supports to improve student outcomes over a period of 
five years. The CDE distributed seven subgrant awards to county offices of 
education (COEs) to support the project objectives as Literacy Lead Agencies 
(LLAs). The CDE has been granted a one year extension by ED and LLAs will 
have through September 2025 to provide additional supports to their partner 
districts as well as continue their scaling and sustainability activities.   

The CDE was also awarded the full $38 million requested in the ED 2024 CLSD 
Award. Information on this grant can be read in the Federal Register. This 
opportunity extends over five years and is designed to advance literacy skills 
through the use of evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, 
including pre-literacy skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through 
grade twelve, with an emphasis on key subgroups, including children living in 
poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities.  

Next steps will include disseminating a literacy needs assessment to all 
California local educational agencies. The CDE will use the information 
gathered from the needs assessment to inform revisions and updates to the 
California Comprehensive State Literacy Plan (SLP). Please stay tuned for 
more information as we have it, including completing the needs assessment 
and the opportunity to serve as a State Literacy Team member to help the CDE 
update the SLP.  

Information about the CLSD Grant and accompanying resources are available 
on the CDE CLSD web page.  

2024 Comprehensive Statewide Literacy Needs Assessment 

This month, the CDE will disseminate an online Comprehensive Literacy 
Statewide Needs Assessment as part of the initial work of the new 2024 CLSD 
Grant, which will provide $38 million in funding to support evidence-based 
literacy instruction across California for October 2025 through September 2029. 
The CDE is asking all school sites across California to complete the needs 
assessment with site literacy teams to provide data to CDE that will inform the 
dissemination of the grant funds and the revisions and updates to the California 
Comprehensive State Literacy Plan (SLP). Once it is posted, the needs 
assessment can be accessed on the CLSD Grant web page. A pre-recorded 
technical assistance webinar about how to complete the needs assessment will 
also be posted on the CLSD Grant web page. 

Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant 

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention (RII) grant program, also 
known as Project Accelerating Reading Intervention through Systemic 
Excellence (Project ARISE), the Contra Costa COE and partners generate and 
disseminate professional learning opportunities for kindergarten through grade 
twelve public school educators across the state in the areas of evidence-based 
literacy instruction, including biliteracy instruction; intensive literacy 
interventions; and support of pupils’ executive functioning skills. For a quick 
overview of this project, view this two-minute video.  

Project ARISE offers several opportunities, including five no-cost courses, 
which are available to all California educators. Information about each is 
provided in the Project ARISE 2024-25 flyer.  

The next opportunity is a Virtual Community of Practice on December 12, from 
3:30 – 4:45 p.m. The focus will be on the Foundational Skills course. Any 
educator engaging in the online courses is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Registration is available through the flyer and at bit.ly/ARISEvirtual.  

For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RII Grant 
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web page and the CCCOE Project ARISE web page.  

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialist Funding Opportunities 

AB 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022) and SB 114, Section 115 
(Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023) authorized the Literacy Coaches and Reading 
Specialists (LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible school sites receive a funding 
allocation to develop school literacy programs, employ and train literacy 
coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and implement 
interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a list of 
eligible school sites for fiscal years 2022‒23 and 2023‒24, see the LCRS 
Categorical Programs web page.   

The LCRS Educator Training (LCRSET) team, led by the Sacramento COE with 
Co-Lead Napa COE and other partners, recently hosted the Fall Professional 
Learning Network on November 19, 2024, with a focus on Tier 1 Instruction for 
All, Universal Support. The team will be offering additional professional learning 
events for all to participate in, including professional learning networks and an 
Expert Webinar Series. The access code to register for all of the sessions is: 
LCRSET.   

·         Expert Webinar Series, Session 3: Student-Focused Coaching, 
Building Sustainability, January 16, 2025, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   

•      Expert Webinar Series, Session 4: Student-Focused Coaching, 
Sharing the Leadership, March 6, 2025, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.   

·         Spring Professional Learning Network, Tiers 2 & 3, 
Supplemental and Intensified Support, April 1, 2025, 8 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m.   

•      An LCRSET California Literacy Conference will be held on June 
17, 2025.  

Registration will be available soon!  

For an overview of the LCRSET project, including a breakdown of all of the 
COE hubs and the LEAs that they are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For 
more information about LCRSET, contact the team at LCRSET@scoe.net.  

Recommended Literature List 

Educators and families looking for new books for their students should check 
out the CDE’s Recommended Literature List for Prekindergarten through Grade 
12. The database was updated this past summer with the latest and greatest in 
quality literature that reflects a rich cultural diversity. The list includes titles in 
the six languages most commonly spoken by students in California: English, 
Spanish, Hmong, Vietnamese, Chinese, and Filipino. It may also include other 
languages as available.  

If you are interested in serving on the committee or if you know of someone 
who would be a great fit, please fill out our Recommended Literature List 
Committee Member Application. Members will work within an assigned grade 
span committee to select at least 50 titles for that grade span for each year’s 
update. The work is all virtual, and there is no stipend for participating in this 
committee. Members are not expected to purchase and read all of the latest 
titles that have been published before recommending them; however, it is 
expected that members will use their professional expertise when 
recommending a title. This may include activities such as using public libraries 
to check out books and reading professional reviews.   

Finally, the CDE is always seeking suggestions for recently published, high 
quality, multilingual books in various languages to include in subsequent 
updates of the Recommended Literature List. To submit a title for our 
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committee to consider, please fill out our title suggestion survey.   

If you have any questions, please email the team at LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov.  

News and Literacy for All Webinar Series 

The CDE is continuing to work with the News Literacy Project in conjunction 
with the Santa Clara COE, the Fresno COE, the San Diego COE, and the 
California School Library Association to bring you a series of webinars centered 
on news and media literacy skills. The resources and tools shared in these 
webinars are completely free! 

·         February 19, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Artificial Intelligence Awareness and the 
Research Process 

·         March 20, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Algorithms, Building Search Habits 

·         April 17, 3:30–4:15 p.m.: Making Sense of Data 

The recordings and resources will all be posted to the News and Media Literacy 
for All California Educators Together group; you can access last year’s 
resources and recordings there as well. For more information and to register for 
this series, check out our flyer. 

Chris Street, Liaison ERWC 
cstreet@fullerton.edu 

ERWC leadership is excited that we will again have a strong presence at this 
year's CATE convention. This year the ERWC strand is robust, and we are 
planning to have an ERWC booth at the convention, as well as our ERWC 
reception on Saturday evening. 

We are also finalizing plans for the ERWC summer literacy conference that will 
be held this summer at the Long Beach Marriott: June 23 2025 

A Save-the-date flyer is available and we will be finalizing the conference 
keynote speaker and theme soon. 
 
We plan to run an ad for CE (due 1.10.25) to help promote the conference. 

 
We also plan to place an ad in the CATE Convention Program (due by January 
31, 2025) 

Carol Jago, California English Editor, Liaison 
California Reading and Literature Project 
cjago@caroljago.com 

December 1, 2024 
  
TO:                 CATE Board 
FROM:           Carol Jago, California English editor 
RE:                 December board report 
  
I was proud to accept the Journal of Excellence Award on behalf of CATE in 
Boston at the NCTE convention. It was wonderful to have so many CATE board 
members around the table at the Affiliate Breakfast. 
  
I continue to be astonished by the generosity of artists to share their work 
without compensation in our journal. Thank you Lori Campbell for connecting 
me with Native American artist Gina Herrera. As you can see from her website 
https://www.ginaherrera.com/ this is a truly accomplished artist. 
  
California English 
Call for Manuscripts 
  
February 2025 
Challenged and Challenging Texts and Teaching 
Deadline January 10, 2025 
English teachers are grappling with how to work with texts that are valuable for 
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students’ growth as readers and thinkers but that can be troubling and difficult 
for them to navigate. One purpose of literature is to “trouble” conventional ideas 
and challenge readers to stretch. Reading lists, rather than expanding their 
range of authors and content, seem to be shrinking. How are you meeting this 
challenge? How is your curriculum evolving? 
  
May 2025 
Social Context: Contemporary Culture in the Classroom 
Deadline April 1, 2025  
Engaging students in their own learning has ever been a challenge. Could 
incorporating pop culture and social media into the curriculum help to make 
content more relevant? How have you employed contemporary themes to 
demonstrate the evergreen nature of classic texts? What place do multimedia 
sources have in your syllabus? How do you teach a close, rhetorical reading of 
such texts? 
  
Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word 
file to California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles 
should be limited to 2,500 words.  
December 1, 2024 
  
TO:             ​ CATE Board 
FROM:       ​ Carol Jago, California English editor 
RE: ​         ​ December board report 
  
I was proud to accept the Journal of Excellence Award on behalf of CATE in 
Boston at the NCTE convention. It was wonderful to have so many CATE board 
members around the table at the Affiliate Breakfast. 
  
I continue to be astonished by the generosity of artists to share their work 
without compensation in our journal. Thank you Lori Campbell for connecting 
me with Native American artist Gina Herrera. As you can see from her website 
https://www.ginaherrera.com/ this is a truly accomplished artist. 
  
California English 
Call for Manuscripts 
  
February 2025 
Challenged and Challenging Texts and Teaching 
Deadline January 10, 2025 
  
English teachers are grappling with how to work with texts that are valuable for 
students’ growth as readers and thinkers but that can be troubling and difficult 
for them to navigate. One purpose of literature is to “trouble” conventional ideas 
and challenge readers to stretch. Reading lists, rather than expanding their 
range of authors and content, seem to be shrinking. How are you meeting this 
challenge? How is your curriculum evolving? 
  
May 2025 
Social Context: Contemporary Culture in the Classroom 
  
Engaging students in their own learning has ever been a challenge. Could 
incorporating pop culture and social media into the curriculum help to make 
content more relevant? How have you employed contemporary themes to 
demonstrate the evergreen nature of classic texts? What place do multimedia 
sources have in your syllabus? How do you teach a close, rhetorical reading of 
such texts? 
  
Deadline April 1, 2025 
  
Manuscripts are peer reviewed. Please send submissions in a Microsoft Word 
file to California English editor, Carol Jago cjago@caroljago.com. Articles 
should be limited to 2,500 words. 

Mary Beth Barber, CYRM representative The full committee of CYRM readers met on October 12 in San Diego to vote 
on the nominations for the 2025-26 California Young Reader Medal Award 
(votes due April 1, 2026). The CATE representatives for this voting were Mary 
Beth Barber (2nd year), Shraddha Kapadia (3rd year), and Christopher 

 



Fluetsch, a CYRM admin who recently completed three years as a CSLA 
representative for CYRM and volunteered when the previous CATE 
representative had health issues and resigned in summer 2024.  
 
The CYRM administrators will contact the publishers and author 
representatives in fall 2024 through January 2025 to ensure the nominations 
will work out. (If one author or book does not meet the nomination 
requirements, then there is an alternate that was selected at the October 
meeting for each category. These nominations will be announced by press 
release and social media at the CA School Library Association (CSLA) 
conference the last weekend of January 2025.  
 
As discussed at the last CATE board meeting, there will be videos submitted for 
honoring the Picture Book for Older Readers winner from the April 2024 vote, 
“The Elephants Come Home.” Shraddha has assisted Mary Beth with the 
coordination for videos from author Kim Tomsic and illustrator Hadley Hooper. 
Author Megan E. Freeman of “Alone,” the middle school category winner from 
the April 2024 vote, will be honored at the Saturday luncheon at the CATE 
conference on March 1.  
 
Mary Beth is the lead for coordinating the program for the luncheon, and will be 
working with CATE board members to fulfill the program components. (Best 
way to contact MB is by email at marybeth.barber@library.ca.gov. And MB will 
be reaching out to conference planners starting in mid December.) 
. 
Finally, there will be a meeting on January 11, 2025, in Alameda of the new 
CYRM committee for the year. There will be a shift in the CYRM committee 
members from CATE. Recap: Shraddha has termed off (thank you Shraddha!) 
Mary Beth will be in her third and final year in 2025. Gabriella Gualano will take 
the partial term and be in her second year (she just finished a 3 year stint as 
the CSLA rep), and the first-year CATE representative is ELA TOSA (Woodland 
Joint Unified) Aimee Korynta. All three 2025 CATE reps for CYRM will be at the 
CATE conference, although there has been a request that programming for 
CYRM (like the individual session) be on Saturday so Gabriella as a school 
librarian can make the session without interfering with her school schedule.  
 
While the CATE representation on CYRM is set for 2025 and 2026 (with the 
approval of Dr. Kimberly Athans starting January 2026), the CYRM committee 
would love continued input from the CATE membership, particularly ELA 
teachers of middle and high school. Any feedback on how to increase voting in 
these age groups is greatly appreciated.  
 
The various library-related members of the CYRM committee are brainstorming 
about how to make the CYRM nominees accessible to more students, and any 
input parallel to these efforts from teachers is greatly welcome. 
 
Oh, and there’s still time to read and vote on the 2024-25 nominees! Votes are 
accepted until midnight on April 1, 2025. Nominations are at 
https://www.californiayoungreadermedal.org/nominees. Please talk to Mary 
Beth if you are interested in learning how students may access the books via 
ebooks from local libraries and other methods.  
 
(The California State Library grant staff will have a session on how school 
libraries can apply for funds - MB will take notes with an eye for ELA teachers 
and how to expand classroom libraries and CYRM participation.) 
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