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Writing for Real is More Critical than Ever 
Today’s students face a tumultuous world: racial inequities and violence, a 
global pandemic, and economic despair. We have seen students, politically 
aware and adept with social media, use writing to make a difference. Join 
Mary Ann Smith and Sandra Murphy, authors of Writing to Make an Impact, 
to explore ways teachers can create writing tasks and experiences that 
empower students to make things happen - by revealing injustice, offering 
new solutions, changing minds, calling for action, and promoting new 
thinking. This presentation will feature the work of two outstanding teachers 
whose civic engagement and Proteus projects are models for writing that 
make an impact – on readers, on causes, and on students themselves.  

Mary Ann Smith 
Mary Ann Smith is a former secondary teacher. She directed the Bay Area and 
California Writing Projects and served as director of government relations for 
the National Writing Project.
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Matthew Colley teaches high school English at John O'Connell High School in San Francisco, 
California. He has previously taught in Oakland, CA and Honolulu, HI. When he’s not in the 
classroom, Matt enjoys swimming, surfing, and hiking.  

In 2016, Laury Fischer supposedly retired from a 42-year teaching career, half teaching high 
school, half teaching at a community college (with two years off for good behavior as co-
director of the Bay Area Writing Project). He returned to community college teaching as a 
part-time instructor two years ago, and soon after found himself in a place he never 
expected or wanted to be: like all of us teaching online since last March. 

Sandra Murphy is a former secondary teacher and is Professor 
Emerita of Education at the University of California, Davis.

You won’t want to miss this special 
engagement. This is a free event. 
Register now: 
https://forms.gle/D1GLNrPVu8KRJJ5i7
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